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DEDICATION 



T O 



Mr. PRESTON's Pupil 



Madam, 

^"^ Ratitade and Propriety alike 
induce me to dedicate tfrefe Let- 
ters to you, to whom they were 
originally addrefled. From you I 
*eeeived the Permiffion to publifti 
them, and to you they naturally 

belong. 

A % Be 



C * ) 

Be plcafed to confider this Dedi- 
cation a Tribute to Mr. Prefton, 
(whofe Life was fo eflential, and 
whof6 v Memory is fa dear to you) as 
well as a Token of the continual Re- 
gard of 



The Editor, 



•K..L '. *• 
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I AM well aware that fbme of the ear- 
lieft Letters, to be met iij this Collec- 
tion will, at firft Glance* appear too 
trivial for PublicatiQa ; and that Perfons* 
who limit their Perufalto them,, will be 
apt to, pronounce unfavourably of the 
whole. 1 therefore think it necefiary to 
affign my Reafbns, for including them* 
and, ^t the fame Time* give a fhort Ac- 
count of the Work in general* 

Thefe Letters are truly, what they arc 
announced in the Title-page* Genuine.. 
The Lady,, to whom they were written* 
entrufted me with the Publication,. On 
iriy fijrft Perufal of them, I thought they 
contained Matter much too good to be 
loft. The moral Lefibns,, wherewith they 
abpund, being chiefly calculated for 
younger Minds, J took the Liberty in my 
Propofab to recommend the Work as & 

oroper 



x?i PREFACE. 

proper Companion to the Time of Edu- 
cation in both Sexes.. Thofe Letters, which; 
contain Critiques on many celebrated 
Writer^,, appeared to me not unwortfry 
the Notice of Men of Reading and Eru- 
dition. I revifed and tranfcribed thofe oit 
Hemer y . in particular, with the Original* 
and Pope's Tranflation at my hand, and 
can,, at leaft, venture to affirm there is; a 
great Deal of New in Mr. Prefton's Re- 
marks. I declare, with great Truth, that 
T have his Reputation at Heart, more 
than my own Emolument,, and therefore 
hope, for his Sake,, my weak Judgment 
may not be called in Queftion. 

My Motive for retaining thofe initiatory 
Letters* which feem lefs confequential, 
were partly in hope that they might have 
the fame good Effedt on other Pupils, 
which they had on his. It may be objeft- 
ed that they contain Rules which are to be 
found in every French Grammar. Grant- 
ed. But,,to ufe a Maxim of our Writer's, 
may not a Precept or two,, fcattered in 
this light, epiftolary Manner, have more 
Force than all the formal Documents that 
ever, were penned ? What has been, may 
be*. I am a Witnefs that his Pupil, 

pro- 
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profited excellently by this Mode of 
Inftru&ion * I therefore think the Infer- 
tion of them cannot be wholly ufe- 
lefs -, betide that it gives an Opportunity 
of admiring that kind and eafy Pliancy 
with which a lylan of Learning and Ge- 
nius defcended to the Level of a puerile 
Comprehenfion. 

I lament that it has not been in my 
Power to obtain a Sight of the young 
Lady's Letters, We have her Tutor's 
Word for her being pofleffedof good Senfe 
and a Quicknefs of Apprehenuon. Her 
Remarks therefore could not but be en- 
tertaining, if not inftrudtivej in-as-much 
as they came pure and genuine from the 
Heart, unfophifticated with cafuifticftl 
Reafonings or Pedantry of Expreflion, 
"He frequently mentions the Fleafure her 
Letters afford him > unfortunately they 
are all wanting : fhe had the Affliction to 
lofe her Friend and Inftru£tor, when he 
was many Miles diftant from her,, and all 
Attempts to recover his Papers proved 
fruitless. 

To account for the endearing Terms in 
which the Tutor fometimes addrcfles his 
Pupil, be itknown he was her God-Father ; 

and 
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and his' unremitted Attention to the Im- 
provement of her Mind demonftrates how 
confcientioufly he regarded that impor- 
tant Office lie undertook at her Baptifm, 
which is too often, by the Generality of 
Mankind, 43 kkmttoufly negledtai* aa it 
inconfiderately aflumed* 

For the Gratification of fuch Reader*, 
as wiih to be more nearly acquainted with 
Mr. 2r0m<> I have prevailed on the 
Lady, to lketch his Chara&er, whichul 
hereunto fubjoifu 

I have little more to fay. I mean to 
give an ufeful Work to the Publick. 
Should I fail in my Judgment, my Inten- 
tion, at leaft, is good ^ and however weak 
my Abilities may be, I have this com- 
fortable Reflection, that they are dedicated 
to a moral Purpofe - 9 to which Important 
End I wilh that all my little Labours 
fliould conduce, as moft fuitable to my 
Inclination, and moft confident wkh my 
Profeflion* 



.» 
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LETTER 
To the EDITO R. 



XOU afk me for a Character of mr 
rever'd Mr. P. You tell me I mujt 
;n, for that the Publication is in greqt 
forwardnefs. Alas, what a. Talk nave 
you giyen me ! already have I fufferecl 
extreme Pain on a Re-perufal of his Let- 
ters, which, fince his Death, I have never 
4ared to look into* till you encouraged 
me, by faying they might be of the fame 
Service to others, which they had once 
been to me. Flattered by this Opinion, 
I ventured to read them again * all my 
Affe&ion, all my Gratitude, all my 
Reipeft awakens ; but all einbittered by 
the Recolleftion of my Lofs ; he Vive* 
and dies to me again, on this Review of 
what I owe to him. I am now lefs equal 
fo the Tafk you require of me, than I 
was, when I firft delivered the Papers to 
your. Hands* Jl then deferred writing 

what 
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what you wifhed, through a Confcioufnefs 
of Incapacity, and a Shame at delivering 
my Sentiments intentionally to the Prefs, 
That Confcioufnefs, that Shame, is now 
abforbed in my Fears for the facred Re- 
putation of my. beloved Teacher - 9 what 
will an idle, a diffipated Public fay of 
thefc valuable Letters ? Should they be 
treated with Scorn, or even Difrelpeft, I 
;ihall never forgive myfelf. Is it not pof- 
•lible that Perfons, without a Tythe of hi? 
•Underftanding, his Education, or his 
Virtue, will let themfelves Up for Con- 
demned of his Senfe, his Literature, and 
his Morals ? Have not I trefpaffed on the 
Duty I for ever owe his Memory in ruo- 
ning fuch a Rifque ? My Motive muft be 
my Apology - 9 and if the Departed know 
any thing oftheAdtions of Survivors* 
he will know I mean but to purfue his 
own Plan, of doing as extenfive Good as 
my Power will let me._ To that Public, 
who will ftiortly receive them, I can only 
fay, the favoured Individual, to whom 
they were addrefled, owes all the little 
Merit, you, and her other partial Friends 
have ever aicribed to her (under Heaven) 
to the Leflbns flie received from the Au- 
thor of thefe Letters - % naturally petulant* 

capri- 
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capricious, obfiinate, he knew, with happy 
Art, how to turn even her Failings to 
Account > and fkillfoHy ufed even the 
Curvings of hefr Temper as Inftruments 
to the Improvement of her Mind. The 
Letters truly are* ' what you have an- 
nounced them, Genuine •, the Writer was 
a Gentleman of an antient and honourable 
Family, once of affluent Fortunes y the 
Name, you have adopted in lieu of his 
own, indicates the Misfortune of his Life. 
He was accounted a Man of the firft 
Senfe among Men of Senfe * his Educa- 
tion 'was compleat,his Literaturedeep, yet 
polifhed; his Taftenice, yet not cavtUous\ 
(if I may ufe the Word) his Wit was as found # 
as his Judgment, and as fweet as his Man- 
ners 5 his Humour was infinite, and 
harmleis as it was pleafant. This was 
his Chara&er from Men of Standard . 
Judgment; for it is not to be fuppofed that 
J, at any Time* could be capable of un- 
derftanding this Part of it, much lefs at 
Sixteen, at which Age I had theUnhappi- 
nefs to lofe him \ butr what I have repeat- 
ed is no more than I have heard of- 
ten afferted by Perfons of eftablifhed Re~ 
putation for Skill in what they fpoke of; 
But his Heart— to defcribe that, is properly 

my 
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my Province. Yet how fhall I be equal to 
it? Pious as a primitive Christian, Chearful 
in the fame Degree he was pious j Benevo- 
lent, in the moft extenfive Senfe of the 
Word-, Beneficent, as far as a limited 
Power would let him *, Mild in his Cen- 
fures, Strift in his Aitions, Charitable in 
Thought, Word, and Deed ^ Merciful 
even to an Infeft ; Kind not only in In- 
tention and A&, but his very Addrefs was 
Kindnefs pourtrayed > yet was he, to ufe 
his own Words, fpeaking of Mrs. K. 
very refentful, if he conceived himfelf 
flighted.** A ftrong Trait of his Charac- 
ter was the Pliancy, with which he yielded 
to his fallen Fortunes, and the art-yielding 
Spirit with which he fupported an Indepen- 
dence, in defpight of them. If it would not 
appear too fanciful I fhould fay he 
united in his Temper the poetical Defcrip- 
tions of the- Ivy. and the Oak. The 
Misfortune hinted at (owing to Educa- 
tion and the Principles of his Family, 
early imbibed) in the youthful Part of 
his Life, depriving him of the Means 
of providing for a Family equal to their 
.Birth and his Spirit, kept him a (ingle 
Man ; my Father and hupfelf, (involved 

in 
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m the fame Caufe, and the fame Confer 
<juences) were the moft intimate Friends ; 
he prevailed on Mr. P. to take Charge of 
me as a God-Child, an Office he held fo 
iacred, that he never took it on him but 
for me $ and* from that Time, he looked 
on me as his o^n, and, I'm Cure, felt all 
the AfFe&ion of a Father for me j nor did 
I ever feel the Lofs of one (my own dy- 
ing while I was an Infant) till I loft hin^. 
Thus have I endeavoured to fulfil your 
Requeft \ and be aflured that neither my 
Affeftion or my Gratitude have impelled 
me to flatter the Chara&er of a Man, 
whofeWorth exceeds the Power of Words. 
That the precious Depofit, I have com- 
mitted to your Care, may meet with fuch 
a Reception as the Gentlenefs of your 
own Heart and the Goodhefs of your 
Intention induces you to think it will, is 
at prefent the moft fervent Wifh 

of Dear Sir, &c. 

P. S. Such of your Readers, as are inclin- 
ed tojudge liberally, will allowforthePlain- 
nefs of the Style, in a Correfpondence 
with a Girl from feven Years old to fix- 
teen* He ftrove to be plain in order to be 

quicker 
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quicker underftood, and the rather, as 
lomeof hisSubje&s areabftrufe ■, but the 
Definition, the Illuftration, the Leffon, 
the Sentiment, the Moral, are equally 
good, as if dreffed in a more lifted Style -, 
they may be confidered, as Mr. P. him- 
fclr fays of Creeches Horace, " a whole*. 
" fome Pill without any Gilding." 
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LETTER I 
Mr* Preston to Mifs Nancy Bcissst* 

Deaf Nancy > 

I WAS juft now at your Mama^, wh<* 
was gone out ; fo I don't know how 
you got to W — — , or whether fixe has 
heard from you *% 



* It is \o bfe remembered here that the Pupil 
was, at this Time, juft turned ten Years of Age; 
which accounts for the Tutor's defcending in hit 
Stile to the Comprehenfion of a Child* 

Vol.L S 1 fend 
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,, I {end yen h&e e nc lofed « -CtafcC- 
qmb *. Ail 4ht ^pe&ieal Paper* of d& 
Day are but indifferent; however, I 
would not be worfe than my Promife s 
befides,' the Articles of News may divert 
you, 

1 

Pray let -me faiow if you got fafe to 
the Country, and if you had any Adven- 
tures by the Way ^-, worth noticing. 
Be fure to write to me. Give my hum- 
ble 

• These was, at the Time of this Correlpon- 
dence, as great a Conteft between high Party 4hd 
low, Court and Country, as we have now be- 
tween Majority and Minority. This excited the 
young Lady's Curiofity, which it was the'Tutor's 
Rule never to thwart. He hoped alfo to turn this 
Curiofity to- Account, and, by feeding her Vanity, 
give her* Tafte for Hifiory, particularly that. of her 
own Country. 

f He wilhed to give her a Habit of making Ob- 
ferrations and Reflections on every Occurrence, to 

prevent 



\te texsm t«f . your to& £#>w fan 

t 9 

4 * ' 

I allow you to wife tbp ft# lety* 

you fe^d me in Englifli, if yoy pleafe. 

I fliall write you in French the next 

Ti^e, an# fend yqi* an £$er$ifq, 

I am, dev Nancy, 

your affectionate ^Friend, 
Londotiy 
J*b 14,17 3?- J- PRESTON* 

LETT E it n. 

Ma chere Nannette, 

3T'AY iispw.VQtse ]L«ttte,pir le Ppfl* 

m *r £*f$ier, mais.c'eft fan* Datfe. fc 

vais, toute a 1'heureen -Campaigner oik je 

prevent Things Aiding off her Mind; and 9 by 
encouraging her to tranfmit them to Paper, help 
-fcerio derelope her own Ideas, and form a Stile. 

B i reftc- 
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Tcftcrai jufqu'a Mardi. A mon Retour, 
je vous marquerai les petits Defauts 
dans les Traductions que vous avez fait. 
En general etles font fort laonnes; et je 
les ay lu avec "beaucoup de Plaifir *. 

• « 

■ • 

Faites mes Compliments a Madame 

S • J'ay donne votre Lettre a vo- 

tte Mere. 

Je fuis, 

votre tres fincere Ami, 
' Alandres, ce 31, 
deJmUtt f \T®+ J. PRESTON. 

* It was Mr. P— — 's constant Method to ufe 
more Praife than Blame, fince from the Turn of 
hit PupilVDUpoiitioR, he found he got Credit 
/or the latter in Proportion as he beftowed the 
former; and (he generally flopped fhort, if (he 
,/pund the Balance on the wrong Side. 
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LETTER IHr 

Dear Nancy, 
1|Hav$ the Pleafure of yours of the* 

14th current* I have not yet got 
Time to look into the Tranflation, to fee 
if it is done right* 

Pray tranflate the enclofed Paflage *; 
not at once., but take two or three dif- 
ferent Times to do it in, and ftudy it well, 
for the French is very nice ; which llhall 
fend af fbon as you have finilhed th$ 
Tranflati6n* ' 

Why do you begm Wbrds ; witb a 

(mall, that ought to be. begun with a 

■ * ' ' 

* A-Paflagc from the Engliih Telemachtu to be -. 
Knder«d into French*. 

B 3? great 
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great Letter ? Pray learn to write in a 
fafIrionable,Wayy ' 'v : . ; 



Give my hearty Service ft) y6ut Atftit. 
W* have' no NeWs. 

Jfb fufe tbtisf join**, • * 

ma chere 1 Naiinett^i ' : 
votre Ami trb- aR$lon e *, 
?«/y 17, 1739. J.PRESTON. 



« a I 
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Dear Nancy, 
T Have fent you the Original of your 

two Tranflations, There are Dif- 

ferences between them, that I don't think 

mush of ; but pray obferve the Nicety 

of 

* This little Mixture of the Languages in one 
and the feme Letter is frfequentty repeated, and 
feems purpofely done to make Iflftni&ion nY 

lighter 
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6f the Fretrth k* ufing the Pronouns du, 
dt4a t de 9 en r aud fo forth*. Obfetfve too 
that you. uTe the Angular for die plural, 
and fomettines the plural for die Angu- 
lar. Yoa will fail eternally into this 
Error, uutefs you will fix the Conjuga- 
tions of Verbs in your Head, Pray ex- 
amine the Translation by the Original, 
Word by Word, and ftudy the Reafons 
of their Difference ; by this Means, you 
fhall becomcmote aMHlrefs of die French 
in £x Wetkt , than you hare beeh in all 
all your Time hitherto. The Leifure the 
Country affords* and die iittfc Avocation 
you have there, afford an excellent Op* 
porturjity for this* 

lighter on his Pupil, and coax her, rather thaa 
compel her, into Learning; and undoubtedly proves 
the Tutor's Knowledge of human Nature, See a 
Sketch of her Difpofition given in the Notes on 
the laft Letter. 

B 4 Why 
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Why do you fay I fet you long Tafks ? 
1 do nor, I bid you take Time, and 
don't fatigue yourfeMv Perform them k 
deux* ou trois reprifes, oir a combiea 
vous le voulez ; mais ayez garde de les 
Cure tous jours foigneufement 

y 

m 

I deffgn. to tranftate, for your Ufe, the 
Hiftory of Nonchalant e, Babeliarde, and 
Ftnette; not only for the fake of the 
French, but for your Condud . in Life* 
They deferve to be got by heart, and 
printed deep in your Memory ; though 
they feem. to be written only for young 
Children.*, yet they contain a moft excel** 

* This ia another Inftanceof the Tutor** Know- 
ledge of human Nature ; this little Compliment, 
thus juiicioufly thrown in, ferves at once to encou* 
rage hqr, and to excite her farther Emulation ; it is 
alfo a Proof that, whatever Book.lhe read, he always 
directed her Search towards the Moral. 

lest 
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lent Moral. When you are going to do 
or fay fomething, that you are in doubt 
if it. ought to be faid or done* confider 
whether it will be like Noncbalante, or 
Baiellarde > or Ftnette. But I am afraid 
that you will begin to think I am a Ba* 
idlarde ; Jfo I conclude, in afiuring you, 
that few People love you better, fhan, 

dear Nancy, 

Your faithful Friend, J. P. 

Faites mes Compliments a Madame, 

votre Tante. 
London, yuty 24, 1 739. . 

P. S..I don't wonder at the great Dif- 
ference between your Tranflation, and 
the Original in Telcmaque, becaufe the 
Englifti is fo different from the OrL- 

• • * ■ t 

ginal ; but you'll obferve_the real Faults* 
I herewith fend another Teftof your 
Abilities. . 

B5, let; 
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LETTER V, 

Dear Nancy; 
It Received yours of the 24th, which is 

worfe \Vritirig than any of your for- 
mer Letters. You don't point out the 
Place in Tekmaque, from wliich you took 

the fecond Translation in yours ; but t 
can fcarcely read it. You hive To ftrong 
an Inclination to write the initial Letters 
of your Name fmall, that you do it al- 
ways tp your Mama, and to me fome- 
timesj namely, inyourlaft. 

I obferve, with Pleafure, a good deal 
of the Genius, and true Turn of the 
French Language, in your Letters and 
Translations ; but you negled: the moft 
common Things , namely, the Spelling, 

* • the 
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theConftrudfcion, and Regimes desVerbes. 
Fray, dear Nancy, correft that; and 
learn to difpofe your Letter in a handfome 
Manner. 

You tranflate too much at a Time. 
Do a little at once, and do it well. Take 
more Care of your Writing, and learn 
to point. 

I go to the Country this Afternoon^ 
and return on Monday, when I expeft to 
find one from you. 

Vous etes trop empreflee, ma Fille, 

d'ecrire beaucoup a la fois. Ecrivei 
moins, et avec plus de Soifl. Fahes mes 
Compliments a Madame votre Tante ; tt 

foyez perfuade qoe 

Je ixm votre iidelle Ami 3 

A Londrts, ce 28* 
de JuiUet, 1 73 9. J. PRESTOKT. 

B 6 P- S. 
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Pi- S. Je vous. cnvoyerai uoet Critique far 
votre dqrniere Lettre, dajis la mienne.dp 
IaumU*. Bnqore jc fuis avpus.. 



b : Er.T. T ER VI; 

Dear Nancy, : . 

* 

T Have been out of Town fince Satur? 
day* At my Return, I got your Let- 
ter, but it is neither dated nor pointed.. 
I am glad to find the Spirit of tile Ffeneft 
Language in your Letters and Tranfla- 
tion* ; and they grow better ewry Time 
yoa* write;, but,. as. I told you before 
you negtect the Modes, Tenfes, Num<- 
bers, Conftru&ian, and Regimen, which 
are, as it were, the wry Rudiments of 
the Language. Then you write with fo 
heavy a Hand, that one would thipk 

you 
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* 

you rather ufed a <3raying-irjon, than a 
Pen., 

T have fent you> on the other Side of 
this Sheet, your Tranflation • of the laffc 
Talk I' fet you* with the. Original op* 
polite to it. r would have you, my 
dear, confider it, Word by WoFd,.not 
only for the Grammar-Part, but like- _ 
wife to learn the true Idiom of' the 
French, and the Difference of' that from 
the - Eiiglitff. T fliall only trouble you 
with one Example. We fay, " He put 
his .Affairs, in, good Order*" The French 
fay, " He put a good Orde? ta his Af- 
fairs.^' You'll fee, ift your Tranfla- 
tipn, you have followed the Englifh 

Idiom*.. 

Ifliall 

* Be it remembered, and, allowed r ,foj, in th* 

Midft.of allthefe Idigma, that Mr. P f be-> 

ing 



o 
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. I ftiall continue this Subject in my 

next. In the mean time, I afliire you 

that your . Letters give me very .great 

Pleafure. 

Adieu, ma chere Nannette ! , 

Je fuis votre, &q. 
London, 
4*g* a, 1739. J. P. 

P. S. I fend you another Ta& > which 
I have tranflated nearer to the French 
Idiom than the former, that it may be 
the eafier run into French, when you un- 
dertake it. • 

» 

Faites mes Compliments a Madame* 
votre Tante. 

* 

Encore, une/fois, adieu ! 

iag a Scotchman, falls into many Idionw, cvea 
x ifl his *wn Bfglilh,- 

LET- 
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LETTER VII. 

London j Aug. 4, 1739. 
#ty tfear Nancy, 

MY laft was by Thurfday's iPoft. i 
IrfcceiVeji yotirs Yefterday, in which 
you excufe the Faults of your Tranf- 
lations, by pleading* that they are not 
committed through Cateleflhefs; but 
furely you don't look into your Grammar* 
elfe you would fpell more correftly, and 
obferve the Differences 6f the Numbers 
and Tenfes better, 

Your Letters and Translations git* mte 
great Pleafure, there fo fomething fo much 
of the French Turn ill them. 

They are only the moft common 
Things which you overfee. You fpell 

Englifli 



i 
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EngHfli as well as a Man of Learning 
does, and. much better than the moil Part 
of your Sex* I would have you as peiv 
fed: at fpelling French: I don?t expedt 
thatr your- TVanflations flionld • be «qual 
to the Original., -How can that bedfast 
the Tranflation that J fend you. and which 
you are to render again into the Original* 
is fo ..widely different from. the. Original' 
itfelf ? But then . L would have you oh- 
ferve the Difference nicely^ as , it. would . 
make a, lafting Impreffion on your Mind. . 
I would have you make fome Paper up 
in different Folds ; then -write- your own < 
Pchrafe on otie.SideiL and- the« French Ori- 
ginal on the other* if the Difference .is 

worth noticing;., for inftance,- aa . this > 
Manner:. 



You, 
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You fay f The Original, 

Le foin de fa fa- Cc queTinquietoit 
mille lui chagrina le plus, c'etoit le 
leplus* foia de £a families 

Yours Is not bad French, but then the 
other is better. If you'll take this Me- 
thod, it will infix the molt proper and 
elegant Expreflioa deep in your Mind, 

I fhali detain you no longer, having 
many Letters to write. I have enclofed 
another Paper than I ufcd to fend you> 
thdugh it bears the fame Name, becaufe 
it is more diverting than the former. I 
lhall fet you no Tafk to-day> for 
I wourld not chufe to opprefs you, I 
am juft going to your Mama*s, that, if 
M things fit,, Die may add a Poftfcripu, 

s 
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The Weather is not more uncertain, 

than the Rumours we have of Peace and 

War. 

Adieu f ma chere NannetTe ! 
Je fuis, 

a vous, &c» Sec. 

j.p. 

P. S. You fhould add, now and then * 
a Poftfcript to your Mother ; for you 
fhould not be guilty of fo much as the 
Appearance of Negledk to her. 

LETTER VIII. 

London, Aug. 7. 173^ 
Dear Nancy > 

T Received yours of the 4 th irtftant. I 
* am charmed With the Translation. It 
is the beft you have done, and much bet- 
ter than I expe&ed. It is impoflibie 

. that 



«h« k tefif bf fo good Frtftcfcy 4s that of 
fo gfckt a Mtfkt & hhnf Perfdtth ; but* 
by fettfag tfo&h in Oppofitton, you fee the 
Difference ; and if you' will mind it, and 
keep the Copies, that you may have re- 
cotrrie to them on occafion, I do not know 
i bettdr Wiy fo attain to the Purity of 
the Frtoch Language. 

*■ 

In your Letter you fay, " Lt Confide- 
patio* de eel* que vous /wfr pardonncrv 
Sec/' inftead of " que vomfait pardon^ 
ner/' and fo o»j in many Instances, ufiag- 
the Infinitive for the Imperfect of the 
Indicative Mood. • u Ma.Tante vous ftirt. 
les Compliments," for vous fait" Thefe 
Miftakes are fo obvious, that nothing 
but Careleflhefs * can rftake you fall into 

♦ $h* has th4tav®ar6d to exculpate herfelf from 1 
the Charge of CareleiTntfsj yet here ffie it agai«f 
,• ; arraigned 



i 
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them. Vous ne devez pa$ vous pleindrc 
de peu de Capacity parceque vous l'avez 
belle et bonne ; et vous en etes. bieft rede- 
Table a Dieiu 

You fhould carefully remark the pnis» 
cipal Differences between the French, 
and Englifh Manner of Speech* This is. 

what we call different DialeEts* ft is im- 
poffible to cntmaewrte them, they are fo 
many ; bijt the greateft arift out of shefi* 
Particles mi, en> r du, deil dr, &cc. Whenr 

we would fay, A thing i§ generally re* 

> ... 

ported, we ufe this indefinite Expreffion*: 
« It is raid,** or :' '«" they fay." The 

< 

arraigned for it. Probably flic was unconfciousot 
it. She did not iriean to be inattentive, and was' 
only "hurried on by early. Warmth, and wifhed, if* 
poflible, to attain the Eflfence of Learning, with- 
out the necefTary Forms that kad ta.it.. Such In* 
fence* are not uncommon, 

French; 
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French fay, " On die" We fay " At 
that time.'* They fay, * Du temps." 
We fay^ « In Europe: 9 They fay, " Of 
Eprope." We fay, u I have got a Fever." 
They fay, *' A Fever . has taken me." 
Then the Ufe of a or de before the Infini- 
tive is very hard to be diftinguifhed with- 
out great Care ; as you will fee by com- 
paring the laft Tranflation with the Ori- 
ginal. In like Manner, the Difference 
is difficult ^between en and dans ; when 
the Adverb ne is to be ufed, and when 
not. We fay, " He is richer than you 
think, &a" The French fay, " He is 
richer than you don't think." Then we 
have an auxiliary Verb, which they want, 
and which adds great Force and Energy 
to our Expreffion on fomeOccafions ;.and 

that is the Verb do. When we aver a 

Thing 
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Thing with Vehemence, wfe fey, " I <k 
lijr fo— I d$ thiak fo»" This is touch 
tlrongef than to utterfimplyi u I fay fo-^- 
1 think fc. f * You fjiay obferve the Force 
of this auxiliary do in -many other Expres- 
sions. 

Nannette, adieu, jufqu'a Jeudi, et faites 
me$ Compliments a Madame yotre Tante. 

J. P. 

P..S. I fhajl defer fending .you your 

laft Tranflation, and PerrauWs Original, 

till Thurfday. . 

4 

LETTEi IX. : 

' 

Loydotij Jug. g, x 739 
Dear Nancy, ' 

N the other Side you have your 

, » » • 

Tranflation, and on the next, the 

Original." 'Pray mirk the Difference 1 ; 

for 



o 
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for though years is much better than 1 
expe&ed, yet you'll find in the other a 
fhorter Way of Expreffion. My Tranf- 
lation, which was impoflible to be made 
literally from the French, has occafioned 
a greater Difference between yours and 
the original French, than would have 
been otherwife. Befides', though you 
fometimes ufe Words different from the 
Author, that is nothing ; your Words 
have the fame Meaning. 

You'll obferve, you fometimes jniftake 
the Gander. I fhall only notice two In- 
ftances. You fay, " Rien de fi indoknte 
qu'etoit Nonchalante" The Author fays, 
Rien de fi indolent ; your Miftake b, ypu 
think indolent agrees with Nonchalant?, 
and therefore you put it4n the 'Feminine 

Gendejr 5 
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Gender ; but it agrees with rien and fo 
fliould have been in die Mafculine. 

The next thing is, you fay* " Le memc 
Longeur du Temps." This is a ftifF Ex- 
prefSon, befides it is an Aqglicifm. We 
fay, f ' The fame Length of Time ;" but 
the French fey, *< Affez long Temps." 
Moreover this Expreffion is fo natural 
and ufaal, tliat I wonder you endea- 
voured to iind out another. 

I have no more Faults to find, only 
in the Spelling ; but the Tranflation is 
fo well in the main, that I will fend you 
fome little Prefent for it. 

I hope to hear from you to-morrow, 
how you like Baron Tomtifon's Speech.* 

* In&rted in a Craft&uuu 

You 
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You have never acknowledged the Re* 
ceipt of any of thofe Papers. 

* 
Adieu, ma there Nannette, 

jufqu'a Samedy ! 

J.P. 

LETTER X, 

London, Jug. 14. 1739, 
Dear Nancy, 

T HAVE the Pleafiire of yours of the 
nthjnftant; which is ftill better 
than any of the former ; only you for- 
get to fpell aright. You fay, Fous me 
trotter > inftead of Fonts me traitez; Qci 
vous trouverai, inftead of Ceci vous trou* 
vera. The French is exceeding well ; 
but obferye, you write, €t J'ay receu cha- 
ise Papier vous ni'avez cflvoye." This 
Vol. I. C is 
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is an Anglicifm ; for we fay, " I have 
received every Paper you fent me," in* 
ftead of " every Paper that you fent me/' 
but the French do not ; fo it fhould have 
been, " Chaque Papier Que vous m'avez 
envoys, 

I have not been abroad fince Saturday, 
being confined to the Houfe by a great 
Cold. I have fent you, on the other 
Side, the reft of Babillarde's Character. 
I want to know how you do, and how 
you pafs your Time,* which you may 
write in Englilh and at Length. 

• Mr. Prefton, among his other, Attentions to hU 
favourite Scholar, ufed much to endeavour at im- 
prel^g k on herfiftnd an Idea o£ tUFabu of Time f 
and wiflied her to be continually employed.* Sports 
and Recreations he called Employments, in their 
turn, efpecially when earned by Application to 
more ferious Affairs ; butjbeer Idknefs^ he ufed to 
fey* in the Scot,tifo,Dialc£r>;/i* tuma* MindJkouU 
think Jh am of 

When 
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When I can go abroad, I fhall remem- 

ber what I promifed. Your following 

Talks fliall be fhorter than the former, 

that you may confider them well, and 

not be hurried in point of Time. 1 am, 

with my hearty Service to your Aunt, ma 

chere Nannette, 

& vous, 

J.P 

P. S. You'll obferve that the Transla- 
tion herewith fent is very near the French 
Idiom! This I did to make it more eafy 
for you. When you return to Town, I 
would have you try to put thefe Tranfla* 
tions into more proper Englifh. We 
cdme next to the Chara&er of Flmette, 
which I fliall divide into three fmall 
Talks, a fin que vous vous en acquittier 
ivotreAife, et avec Plaifir. 

Ca LET- 
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LETTER XL 

London, Jug. 23, 1739. 
Dear Nancy, 

T HAVE the Pleafure of yours of the 

20th and fliewed it to your Mama, 

who was writing to you in the mean 

Time, but I fuppofe her Letter don't 

reach you till this Night. 

You certainly do not remark the Dif- 

» 

fierences between the Original and your 
Tranflation, or you would not fall fo 
often into Faults which are fo obvious. 
You frequently mix Subftantives and Ad- 
jectives of different Genders together, 
and Nouns and Verbs of different Num- 
bers. I have reproved you twice for 
that word mis> which you ufe both in 

the 
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the lingular and plural Number, and 

yet you have it twice in the laft Tranfla- 

tion. 

I remarked to you formerly, that you 
nfed the perfect Time, when the im- 
perfedt was more proper ; and if you 
had but compared the Original with 
your own Tr an 11 at ion, you would have 
found it, as I faid. You are to obferve, 
as I told you before, when you fpeak of 
a particular Thing done fome time ago, 
you fhould ufe the perfeft: but when 
you fpeak of a Thing ufualiy done, the 
imperfeft. For Example: 

u Ellc mettoit POrdre dans la Maifon 
du Roi." That is, ihe ufed to dd it* 
< But when it is only a peculiar Action done 
once or at a certain Time, 

C 3 « Elle 
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f'EllemitrOrdre/'&c. 

Obferve alfo, that they do not ufe the 
Word avec in France, in fo cxtenfive a 
Scnfe, as we do with in England. What 
we tranilate into with is fometimes a* 
fometimes de in French.* Remark too 
they fay, La Cadet te de ces deux, we fay^ 
" The youngeft of the three." The 
Senfe is the fame, though the Expreffion 
is fomewhat different ; for Cadet te figni- 
fies properly, one that is younger. Le 
Cadet, for Example, is they winger Brother $ 

* As the true Idiom of a Language is generally 
the laft Point which is learned, and requires agreater 
Degree of Comprehenfion than ianeeeflary forun- 
derflanding a plain grammatical Rule, I hope this 
Parage will not be deemed too trifling to have been 
retained. It is poffible that a young Mind might 
receive a deeper Impreffion frcm meeting a Eule 
thus in the Courfe of a Letter, than in the formal 
Mode of Inftru&ion. 

whereas 
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whereas Cadette in this Place, implies the 
Sifter, who was younger than the other. 

two. 

* 

When they talk of any Thing that we 
learn they ufcfcavoir, inftead ofpouvoir, 
as you may fee in the Original* and it is 
woffh your Obfervation. 



1 catititt. fay but the Translation has 
the true Spirit of French in it ; for this 
reafon, it vexes me to fee you fail in the 
cdmmoneft Things. I fhall dot trouble 
you with a new Exercife till Saturday, 
.that you may confider what I have re- 
marked in this and my fomer Letters, 
with Care and Diligence. 

Jefuis 

votre Ami, 

J. p. 

C4 LET- 
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LETTER XII. 



London, Jug* 28, 1 739* 
Dear Nancy, 

T Have the Pleafure of yours of the 
26th, I have not yet feen your Ma* 

ma ; when I do, I {hall deliver her your 

Letter. 



I fliail not difpute your Care ; but 
there is a wide Difference between taking 
Gate, and taking due Care. We may 
exercife a great deal, but if it is not 
rightly conducted, it may be very un- 
profitable. If you would farvey your 
Verbs with Attention, you would not 

write 
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write lifer for lire, nor Us etoit for Us 
etment. Thefe Errors would never hap* 
pen, if you were as circumfpeft as you 
ought to be. I do not expedfc that you 
fhould fall upon the beft Phrafes in the 
French Language ; that is impoflible ; 
but when you compare the Originals 
with your Tranflations, you fhould do 
it with fo much Accuracy, as to im- 
print the French Phrafes and Idioms 
ftrongly on your Mind. Hemember 
what I wrote to you about the Exercife * 
on the other Side; when -.you lay that 
and the Original together, you will have 
a good Opportunity to remark the dif- 
ferent Ufe of the perfect and imperfedt 
Tenfe. 

* The Charader of F$nttte. 

C 5 J have 
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I have got Gil Bias to divert you whet* 
you return to Town : if you are very 
gnxious to fee it, and are to day fome 
further Time in the Country* I will fend 
jj by the Coatfu 

I was far from well when I wrote lad,, 
and rather worfe on Sunday ;. but have 
been prevailed upon to take a Medicine, 

% 

and am now much better*. 

They talk warmly of putting more Ships 
in Commiffion, and raifing additional 
Forces, as if there were to be an Inva^ 
fion, and the Pope, the Devil, and the 
Pretender, French Tyranny and arbitrary 
Government, were all ready to burft in 
upon us, 

• Aid 
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And at bnt Sup, 
To eat us uf p 

as the Dragon of JVantley devoured the 
three poor Children. The anti-mihifte- 
rial People, however, fay that all this 
ltf oife is only like crying, bob I to make 
a Child quiet ; and that the poor Children 

M 

three, are England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
whom they want to make lie quiet, till 
they tye them down in their Cradle, and 
took them faft aHeep- Do&'t you re- 
member when I ufed to frighten you with 
the Fox, Nancy ? This is jufl: fueh ano- 
ther Farce, if you will believe our Pa* 
triets, as they call themfelves. But we 
muft not truft them too far ; for they 
are thought to be diflatisfied, if not di£ 
affe&ed* and fome of them even fufpedted 

C 6 to 
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to be Jacobites — and love their Country 
notwith ftanding f— But how can that 
be ?— Well, thefe Things are above our 
ordinary Capacities, and ft> we'll e'en let 
them alone* 



Ne lilez vous quelquefpis la Sainte 
Ecriturc, Nannette ? II y a des Chofes 
tres dignes de votre Attention, malgrc 
tous ces Fous qui s'en mocquenf • 

Give my humble Service to your Aunt* 
Bon jour, Mademoifelle \ 



LET- 
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LETTER XIII. 

London,. Sept* 1, 1739, 
Dear Nancy, 

"V^OU ftill continue to ufe the Angular 
■** Verb for the plural. Is not this 
Negligence in the higheft Degree ? Thefe 
little Faults apart, the Translation is ad- 
mirable, by far the beft you ever made, 
and you improve in every one. I grant 
it is your Application to write fine French, 
that makes you negled common Things ; 

* 

but then it looks ugly to fee fuch good 
French defective in the very firft Princi- 
ples, that a Beginner would be afhamed 
of. I do not think il caufpit, for ilfaifoit, 
good French. Pray obferve the Arange* 
ment of the Original, and compare it 
with your Translation. You fay, il fit 

Fin* 
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PInfidelitf de cet Homme ie rttomber — They 
fay, ilfitrttomlerVlnfideUt&ihQ. Hence 
you may remark that they put as few 
Words as they can between the Infinitive 
and the Verb that governs if. After fair* 
they never ufe the Particle; for Example* 
jeleferai tntrer > and not cFentrer, or aen- 
trcr. 

On the whcle r your Tranilatlortc&amift 
me; and the Faults are but like a littk 
Mole or two on a fine Face. I fhall give 
yoit but a very fliort Tafti- this Day; 

» 4 

1 can promvfe yon vfcft Pleafoc in the 
reading of Gil Bits ** It is both in- 

ftru&ive- and' gicafan V and; wry pretty 

.; Frdmrlu 

• It U^vorth observing >ow aicelfrtMf* Pve&o* 
tides in another Author, and lays it before his Pu- 
pil s* if (With a View tofher Anwftment only; B^r 

this 
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I thought it might divert you 
fiow and then b bad Wsa&cr. 

I commend you much for accuftom- 
ing yourfelf to read the Pfelxns and Chap- 
ters for the Day* As the Pfalms are a 
Piece of the fineft Poetry in the World, 
as well as of the moft divine and exalted 
Dievotion, and as you have a Tafte for 
Poetry *, and, like every body who has a 

T*$e> muft have fame preferable Paf- 

fcges 

this Means, Inftruftion wears the Face of Kindneft, 
aad while he fixes her Attention on the Pleasure of 
the Story, and the Utility of the Precept,, he in*» 
fenfibly advances her in the Knowledge of the Lan* 
guage. 

* How admirably does this excellent Han lead 
her to a Love of Religion ! and while he flatters 
her Vanity in allowing her to have a Tafte for 
the great Beauties of the divine Poetry, he at once 
excites an Attention which is moil likely to awaken, 

or 
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(ages in all Authors, I Jhould be glad to 
know which are your favourite Pfalm9» 
I will acquaint you afterward which were 
mine when I was about your Age, and 
which remain fo ftill* 

J. P. 



LETTER XIV. 

London, Sept. 8, 1 739; 
Dear Nancy, 

T Have the Pleafure of yours of the 6th 
infiant. Your Tranilation is admira- 
ble. It outdoes all your former Out* 



or eren form that Tafte, and obliges her to em* 
ploy fo much more Time, that the Principles of 
Piety may take Root; which, by a curfory Read* 
ing, might make bat little Impreffioa on fo young 
a Mind* 

doings, 
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doings, as our Laureat %s.* There are 
only two Things fcored, which you'll 
correct yourfelf, fo I lhall not fpeak of 
them. 

I give you till this Day Se'nnight to 
tranflate the Exercife I now fend. I 

* 

have preferved the French Air and Idiom 
as much as I could, to lead you by the 

m 

Hand, as it were, to tranQate it well. 

Madame votre Mere fe porte pafla- 
blement bien ; Madame M — , elle et 
moi nous dinames enfemble hier chez 
elle. Madame M-~ vous faite bien de 
Compliments. Le Temps commence 
d'etre un peu rude ; ne ferez vous pas de 
Retovtr bien-tot ? Tout le Monde de vo- 
tre Connoifance a grande Envie de vous 
revoir. 

• Colley Cibbcr Efq; 

You 
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You cannot imagine, my dear Nan€y> 
what Pleafure . your Choice of thq Pfalrn s 
gives me: they -are, .everyone, my own 
Favourites ; every one, without Excep* 
tion. But then I had fome more ; fuch 
a& the 8, 19, 23, ^9, 30, 34, 36, 42, 
63* 65, 107, 139. but efpeeiaHy the 8, 
23, 3-4, 139. The 1 6th isalfo a fine 
Pfalm ; but I would kw you read thfcfn 
in .the Bibte, jssd >not in x>vtr Pw^rdr- 
Book. The -Stile is much nobler in the 
Bible, that Tranflatioa being far better 
than the other. 



The Book of Eccfykt/tes i$ theproperoft 
Book I know to be read, for making a 
true Judgment and Eftimate of human 
life, and the Things of the World ; and 
the Book of Proverbs, and the Wifdom 

of 
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of Jefus the Son of$rMck 9 in, t he 4^^- 
pba, contain the wifeft Precepts for the 
Condud of private Life *. 

I am, my dear Nancy, 

yours, 

J. P. 



ifi TTER XV. 

Dear Nancy, 

THIS is chiefly to cover the enclofed 
from your Mama. I am afraid you 

are ill, that you have not wrote to me 

thefe two Polls ; but perhaps you have 

been bufy, or vifiting, or diverted with 

* We mayobfervc in this Place, and indeed 
throughout thefe Letters, how ftrongiy Mr. Pref- 
ton inculcates the Maxim, that a fervent Piety «» 
the neceflary and indifpenfable Qualification of a 
wife, well-lettered, and a polifhed Mind. 

Com- 
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Company. However that may be, I 
ihall be uneafy, if I don't hear from you 
to-morrow. 

Hier, au grand Matin, Don Thomas 
Giraldino, PAmbafiadeur £Efpagne 9 par- 
tit pour retourner chez loi ; etant rap- 
pelle par le .Roy, fon Maitre ; et ainfi 

il y a d'Apparence d'une Guerre entre 
les deux Couronnes. On dit que le Siege 
de Belgrade vientde fe lever; mais^cette 
derniere Nouvelle merite Confirmation* 
Voila tout ce que nous avons de nouveau 
aujourd'hui. 

Je fuis k vous, ma chere Filleule ! Met 
Compliments a Madame votre Tante. 

A Londres, ce i6 $ J. P. 

de Sept. J 739* 

LET- 
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LETTER XVI. 

Oxford, July 1 8, i 742 *. 
Dear Nancy, 

^TOthing has happened, fince I iaw 
^ ^ you, worth writing* We fet out 
yefterday Morning at a Quarter after four, 
and arrived here this Evening at a Quar- 
ter before eight, heartily weary of the 
Stage-Coach, as mod People are. 

I was at Church this Forenoon, ancl 

heard a Sermon preached before the 

Heads of the Univerfity. 

I hope 

* There has not been any Lofs of the Tutor's 
. Letters to occafion this great Chafm in the Dates. 
He was in Town with his Pupil, and the Inftruc- 
tion was carried on in Perfon. During this Inter* 
yal, he grounded her in Englith and French, 
and made her acquainted with fuch cafy Writings, 

as 
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I hope you will continue to tranilate, 
and be drift to tbe fame ; but you muft 
take fome Liberty in the Exprcflion, be- 
cttfe the Idioms of the two Languages 
will not admit of a literal Tbtfifla- 
tiott ; you muft -therefore follow Horace** 
Advice^ 

Not tVcrdfor Word toty fottbfulfy tranflatt* 

In my next I (hall begin to make 
Obfervations upon Virgil, Homer, Mil- 
ton, or any other Author you fhall think 
fit to mention- to me: for we may vary 
our Subject occafionally, and derive Ad- 
vantage frota it* Whatfoever .Book you 



at he judged neceflarjr to train her Mind to a 
Knowledge of higher Authors. How far (he pro* 
fired, may he feen from thofe^vhich he propofe* 
for theSubjefts of their Letters, in this Renewal* 
oftheir Corteffkmdtnce. 

are 
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are engaged in, if there be any Point on 
which you may wHh to have my Opi- 
nion, I hope you will apply without 
Referve ; and be allured, I fhali always 
gratify myfelf when I can oblige you. 

I give ray humble Service to your Mb* 
the? and Aunt, and am, 

my dear Nancy, 

your fincere Friend, 
and Servant, 

j. p. 

LETTER, XVIL 

Oxon. Sept. i, 1 742. 
Dear Nancy, 

Received your Letter yefternight, and 
! am charmed with it. It is written 
with Stole and Spirit, and in an eafy fa- 
miliar 



i 
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milair Stile, as all Letters fliould be writ- 
ten. The Writing too is good, the 
Lines ftrait, and the Paper kept free from 
Blurs or Blots. Thefe Particulars give 
me Pleafure. Pray perfcvere in this 
Care and Attention. Good Habits are 
full as eafy to be attained and preferred 
as bad ones. The only Point is to fet 
out in a right Way at firft, and enter 
upon it With Determination. 

I would have you, by all Means, pur- 
chafe the Arcbbijhop of Cambrafs Dia- 
logues des MortSy with the Fables and 
Lives of the antient Philofophers : they 
are all bound up together in one Volume. 
It is an excellent Book ; and though one 
would think that you, a young Girl, 
ihould have little to do with the Lives 

' of 
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of old Philofophers, yet you cannot fait 
of finding many Things, which will be 
of vaft Advantage to you, if you duly 
obferve them. You will perceive that even 
the greateft Men were fobjeS: to grofs 
Failings and Follies ; butihemain'Pokits 
to claim yourObfervatioii, are ; thofe wife 
Rules and Maxims that were eftabliftied 
among them, fome by one, fome by ano- 
ther, and the falutary'Obfervationa they 
made of Men and i Things. Thefe, If 
you coirfider them, will be of great 
Service to you in the Conduct of Life. 

I would have .you, my Dear,, to ;rpad 
often -the Proverbs of Solomon, the Jfarfc- 

Son vf&rqcb. There are jfew Books* 

which I >kn<nr, .:&..*> .foe. nompprod 

Vol. I. D with 
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with them for Inftru&ions to make us 
wife and happy* 

I would likewife recommend to you 
the 8th, ioth, nth, 12th, 13th and 
14th Satires of Juvenal, and the 2d of 
Perfius ; and that you would think well 
and often on them* 

Preferve ftill that Goodnefs and Sweet- 
nefs of Temper, of which you are fo 
much Miftrefs ; and that Modefty, Hu- 
mility, and Freedom from Affc&ation, 
Pride, and Vanity, which, without Flatte- 
ry, are fo remarkable in you. Perfeyere 

-unccafingly in AfFe&ion and Obedience to 
your Mother, in Kmdnefs and Compaf- 

-fion to your Fellow-Creatures, and, above 

all, in the Fear and Love of God ; them 

- will 
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will be then no Danger but that you will 
find People who will love and efteem 
you, nay, very probably, even pique 
themfelves oh ferving you, and be proud 
to be thought your Friends and Bene* 
factors. 

!#t me hear from you often, my Dear : 
write freely. Let me always know 
what you -are about, and what happens 
to you. I. loftg to hear that you are gone 
into the Country, left you fhould not be 
in Tkne to fee Mrs. F— . before Ihe leaves 
it. She is a mod deferring Woman, 
and I could wifli to make you acquainted .* 
with her. An Intimacy with a Perfon 
of real Merit, is one great Blefling of, 
Xife : they who live longeft perceive 
this moft. Inform me when you fet out, 

D 2 and! 
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and I will fend you a Letter o£ Intro* 

du&ion. • - 

There is a little Book, called theDute 
of Rochefoucauk's Maxims, full of. excel* 
lent Obfervations on the World and hu- 
man Life. I would have you procure 
this little Tfefttife, either in French or 
Englilb, as y*>u can beft meet wkh it. 



i, ma chere, for this TPime* My 
4dod$drVict to your Mother and Auht. 

' I am, 

your faithful Friend, 

J.PRESTON. 



LET- 
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LETTER XVIII. 

f * 

■% 

Oxford, Stpt. 9, 1742* 
My dear Najicy, 

A 9b fi>qn, as, this comes to youv Hand, 
4 pray 1 carry the enclofed Letter* 
The Gentleman! to whom it iaaddreffed> 
wad his WJfe, pafied through this Place 
the Day before yefterday. She will b* 
glad ,to fee you : fhe talked very kindly 
of yeq, sad ftid fee had heard a great 
Gfcajaftsf«f;yQu, 

She isr ic Perfoa of much Worth and 
gpqd Senfe. If you converfe with her 
freply ?u>d natpr^l)^ like yowftlf; with- 
fl^Oft^p^iw Qr.Aifeftatim^ yon owmot 
mifs to pleafe her. 

D 3 . I have 
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I have heard Tome of your Acquain- 
tance complain that you are too bafliful— 
regard not that — your Modefty becomes 
you* Be not too prefliag to gain Ap- 
plaufe. If you go on in your own Way,. 
}t wftbcometo you uncounted; and Love 
and Efteem will come along with it. 
^Endeavour ta merit it, and the mote 
indifferent you feem about it, the more 
certain you are . to acquire it* 

I have a long Letter for you foon, <b 
I fhall fay no more now, but adieu, ma 
tres ehere. 

Je fuis tout a vous, 

J- *v 

P. S. My humble Service to your Me* 
ther and AuHt. Adieu, encore, my little 
dear, f 

LET. 
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LETTER XIX. 

Oxford, Sept. 17, 1742. 
My dear, 

T Have your agreeable Letter of the 

14th inftant, and would have anfwer- 

ed it before, but that I have been eir^ 

gaged lately in a little Bufinefs, which has 

prevented my writing to you fo often as 

I intended. 

You want to have long Letters from 
me ; I want the fame Thing from you. 
I wifli you had been particuliar about 
your Vifit to Mr. and Mrs. F — , and that 
you had let me know the Subject your 
Converfation turned upon. You don't 
tell me if Mr. W — has fent the Jr'cb-. 

N, * 

D 4 bt/hop 
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it/hop of Cambray'% Book, nor what you 
think of Rochefoucaulfs Maxims ; but as 
you are deeply enigaged iri ffimer, I can 
eafily excufe that. 

There are infinite Beauties in Homer i 
and though all Translations mud, in 

ibme Refpeflts, fall fhort of fo great an 

Original, yet I think Mr. Pope pre- 

ferves the Life and Soul, and Fire of it f 

in a great Degree. There is not fuch a 

vaft Warmth and Ardour in Vtrgil y but 

then there is fuch a Beauty, and, I may 

fey, Lovelinefe m him, as pafies all De- 

fcriptioa ; nor is it poffible for the Heart 

of a Reader, who is r ignorant of this Ori- 

ginal, to form any Manner of Idea of it. 

When you read Pope's Tranflatkm, you 

read fomething like Homer himfelf ; but 

when- 



GENUINE LETTERS. 57 

whai you read Dryden\ Tr^nflatfoq of 
Virgil, yQu cag fcarce hays zpy Notion 
ojf -Image of his genuine Excellencies. 
No Painter ever gave jnore fine and 
lively Espteffion. to a Pi&ure, ox with 
more Exa&nefc and Judgment, tfon fir- 
£# gjves to his Deferiptiojns* Kay, if.. 
yo\d few the Thing itfelf seprefi?t»t#4 be- 
fore you, it would fcar-coif make a peeper 
Impreffion. Yet I do not hereby prefunje 
to aver that Dry den was a Poet inferior 
to Pope, but he was old, and not a /on 
Jife, when he tranflated Pirgib A bet- 
Excufe however may be brought for 
hhnj namely, that neither our Lan- 
guage, nor (to jny Belief) any other 
Language in the World, can come up to 
the Beauty, Elegance and Energy of the : 
matchlefs Original. 

D5 Though 
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Though no one can read' Homer, who 
has any (though ever fo little) Elevation- 
of Fancy, without being charmed withf 
him, yet if we are let into his greatDefign, 
the Stru&ure and Contrivance of his. 
Fabte, the Plot, Condud, and Execution- 
of the Whole, with what the Critick^ 
call the Gharaftersj the Sentiments* Dic- 
tion, Figures, Defcriptions, &c. I fay, 
when thefe Thing* are duly known, w*v 
lhall have a much greater Pleafure in read-* 
ing him, than otherwife we can poffi* 
bly attain* 

If yon will read Popi's Introdu&ion to 
the Biad 9 with Care, it will prove of 
great Ufe to you* You fliould alfo make 
yodrfelf acquainted with his Notes ; but 

in order to have a juft Conception of this 

Stile 



I 
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Stile of Writing, it is ncceflary to pay 
great Attention to Bbffu's Treatife of 
Epick Poetry. It is* commended as the 
moft judicious Eflay ori\ that' Subjedlv 
that ever was written ; and^ though it* 
be of little Ufe to us, till we are 
fomewhat acquainted with Epick Poetry, ' 
yet,. once.dipped 1 into that excellent Way 
of Writing,, it is of infinite Service to- 
give us a true Tafte for it. We (hould 
experience the Advantage of it, in a' 
f high Degree, through the Iliad, xht Odyf- 
fty t the Mneid? and Paradife Lq/k Many 
other Epick Poems are written, which 
perhaps may as well be let alone as 
read.. I except feme profe Performances, . 
fuch as Telemaque., Taffo's Jerufalem de- 
livered has been recommended to me' 

D6; well 
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well worth reading: it was Originally 
written in Italian*. There is, however,- 
I ant told, an old Tranflation of it 
into Englilh, by Edward Fairfax, which 
I am going to read forthwith* A Friend* 
on whofe Tafte and Judgment I can de- 
pend, affures me it is an adrrrirabfe Work, 
abounding with exquifite Poetry, arid 
ail the Spirit of an Original .. Statins* 
tfho certainly had a great poetic Genius, 
wrote ah Heroic Poem in Latin,, called 
the ttelaid; but it falls fir infinitely 
ifcort of P Irgil in fome Particulars, and 

* I am apt to think Mr. Tnfion was not lingular' 
in having lived many Years ignorant of this 
beautiful Produ&ion. Within the fmall Circle 
of my Acquaintance, I have been amazed, on 
quoting Tajb*s Jtrufahm^ to find feveral Perfons 
of exquifite Tafte, and Lovers of reading, utter 
Strangers to the very Name* ,It is furely an ad~ 
mirable Poem, ami mould be universally known. 

perhaps 
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perhaps in all (except in his Fire, of 
which Statita had a large Portion) that his 
Poem and Ph-gifs are often oppofed to 
each'other in Boffu, by way of contraft ; 
fo that you may there fee dofe and nice 

Examples of Judicioufnefs and Injudici* 
oufiiefs, Beauties and Defe&s. It might 
be of great Advantage to you, to have 
Statius and Virgil before, you,, when you 
ifcad Boju, that you might immediately 
confult the Originals, when any remark- 
able Quotation is made. There is fome 
fart of the *fhelaid tranflated by Mr# 
Pope, but I do not know if the whole 
is rendered into Englifh by any Hand. 
Now if you are inclined to read Bojfu, 
t will fend it to you. 

Thei* 
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There are fome noble Beauties in Homer 
and Firgil, which I have, with great Ao 
curacy, obferved. Perhaps the chief of 
diem may have been noticed by other 
People ; however as they are my own, and 
not borrowed from, though they may 
refemble, others, I flatter myfelf they may 
not be unwelcome to you. 

To begin with Homer* We are- to. 
confider in the firft Place* what was- 
his Defign or End in writing an He- 
yoick Poeni, abftra&ed entirely fronoL 
the Tendency of the Work.. 

The End this Poet propofed to himfelf,] 
«. 
perhaps, was to procure Praife, perhaps^ 

♦ «. 

Profit.. The latter has been too often the 

Cafe of Poets, and if the Tradition be 

true.. 
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true, that Homer- was Blind and poor; 
it might have been the fame with him. 
Horace ingenuoufly confefles of himfelf,\ 

w Paupertas tmpulit audax 

c< 17/ Verfus facerem" : — to wit, 

**~ Poverty ^ wbichrit impudent , compelled me: 
" to write Vtrfa" 

Yet when we conffder the Sublimity, and 4 
almoft Divinity of Homer's Writings, we 
are furely tempted to think that he was. 
not poor; if he was, how much is he. 
to Be admired and revered^ who fcornect. 
to ftodp to low difgracefiU Subjects, by 
which,, however, he might poffibly have 
obtained an eafier and' more plentiful' 
Subfiftence, than by producing fuch a- 

» 

laborious,^ fublime and ufeful Work. ! 

» * * * * 

It is probable that the Mneid was wrote 
With a Defign to compliment Jugujus 

Cafar, 
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Gefar, and procure his. Favour* A\1q)v* 
ing this, I cannot but think that Virgil 
pkafed himfelf, at the feme Tim?, with 
the Beauty and Lovelinefs of the Charac- 
ters and Defcriptions he gave us ; and in 
the Refle&ion of having endeavoured to 
make Mankind better, by reprcfeming 
the Excellence of Virtue, and Defleftabi- 
lity * of Vic*, in their difttoft Colovtr^ 

You perceive hereby that we are to 
diftinguifh between the End an Author 

. propqfes 

* I beKere this h a Word oF Mr. Preftmfs own 
Coming, but the Strength and Application of it 
appeared to me to carry the Apology with them. 
It cattnot be objectionable^ I prefpme, tq any. b*% 
a Caviller, A liberal Judge fcorns, on every 
flight Qccafion, to make a cold Appeal to a Dic- 
tionary. Not but, in my humble Opinion, the 
Word, though not to be found, is rosy juftifiable 
in grammatical Propriety. We have Placability* 
-at well as flacMe^ and why not Dtttfahility, as 

well 
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propofes to himfelf by his Work, and 
that which he propofes to the World* 
The general Defign a«d Tendency may be 
equally to amufe and improve Mankind ; 
the particular Tendency, to inculcate Come 
ufeful Truth in the Minds of thofe Per* 
fons, for whom the Work was chiefly, 
written* 

Virgil founds his Subject on the Aftions 
and Sufferings of Mneas y from the De- 
finition of 2r<jy, till he fettled a new 
Empire in Italy;, and the Leflbn, to be 
deduced from it, feems to be, the great 
Efficacy of a due Mixture of a&ive and 



well as deteftabh T And are not fuch Liberties (fo 
long as they do not contradict Reafon and Proba- 
bility) not only allowable, but Praife-worthy, 
in-as-much as they contribute to enlarge and en- 
rich our Language i 



• paffive 
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paflive Virtues. His Mneas is wife, juff, 
pious, valiant, good-natured, patient, anct 
firm to his Purpofe. Thefe Virtues 
carry him, at laft, through all his Diffi- 
culties ; but his Patience and Piety, 
feem moft important to him. This 1% 
nicely judicious in the Author, to make 
the Hero owe his Happinefs to his unrc- 
pining Endurance of Hardfliips, his im- 
plicit Submiffion to the Will of Heaven* 
and his pious Affe&ibn for his Father, his 
Son, his Friencft, and his People ; hence 
Be is beloved of them all ; and we find* 
Dotwithftanding his, long. Sufferings, hft 
was the peculiar Care of Heaven*. 

. Man is not a faultlefi Being. Vtrgih 
therefore did not chufe to draw his Hero 
out of Nature. He has defcribed him. 
xrith the Imperfedions of a human Be- 
ing.. 
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ing. He is very culpable in his Behavi- 
our to Dido. This is his great Fault j 
hut you fee, the Author has judicioufly 
attributed that to him, which the greateft 
of Men are liable to, and the beft of 
Men fometimes fait into. JEneas how- 
ever adted not half fo bad a Part by Dido* 
as David did with refpedt to Bathjhehd 
and Uriah ; and yet you fee, it coft Mneas 
very dear, and k was not without great 
Grief and Anguifli of Heart, that he ex- 
tricated himfelf at lift. Suppofingthe 
Story to be trut, a Man of fo much 
Goodnefs of Difpofition as JEneas, muft 
have had many bitter Reflexions, during 
the whole Courfe of his Life, for his Be- 
haviour at Carriage, and the fatal Event; 
which attended it* * 

* 

Dido ftarids a great Exampte to- 'all 
Ages of the Danger $jicl; Ruin a Woman* 



6* GENUINE LETTERS. 

of Virtue expofes herfelf to A who veu* 
tares to give way, though ever fb ilighjly^ 
tQthe firft Advance to wajtfs illicit Lqv<% 
To your Sex Ihe ihould be . a perpe- 
tual Warning. It is worth your while 
to fet the Pi&ure before yo\K We ,wiU 
forget the $&&, and confidcr her as 
mere Woman* We find her fttugg^? 
with her Inclination^ at fijft and » even 
fwear againft giving way to her Paffiqn j 
ydtihe liftened, with Pkafwe to every 
thing. Mnath faid. By Degrees (he i» 
overcome.. She then throws off all Rfc- 
fcrve and Sham^.; npgle#s her. Affairs* 
gadds about with him frpn^ Place , to 
Places throwing, afide aU tte Decorum 
of her Sex and {Situation £ rides and 
hunts with him. At l^ngtbj pqor'Wpr 
man ! lhe ffccl* he is goiiig ? to forfefce her. 

She 
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She ftorms and threatens, -weeps-, and ia* 
treats toy^i t»^iidw feiids tt^rfentful^ow 
a fubrfi^iveMefl^ge/ He afifwers all 
ttfthJR.dpe& And X5ood->manners, buttit 
the famie Time, wkh GoWnefs and Indif- 
ference. This -Treatment fill* her with 
Agony unfpeafeaHe. IWft and Skep - are 
utter Strangers to her. At fength, he de* 
parts from Varthngt\ then ; fee becomes 
cBftraQ:ed, expbfes? herfelf to the whole 
City/ execrates hetfdf for nbt having de- 
fooyed 1 Mm, -his ' -"S&a : and herfelf ; fee 
then finks again into Complaints and 
Lamentations, tillMhe is 16ft in Dbfpai^ 
and oefoLves 10 fecrifice her, Life* Poffefi- 
fed with this horrid Determination, fee 
becomes outrageous, and flies through 

%er Apartments smtfo theLooks and Fury 

of 
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of a Fiend, devoting him and his P<*? 
fterity to endlefs Torments. The P*e- 
feats he had made her then ftieettier Eyes ^ 
flie diffoWes into Tears at the Sight, and 
moans, in painful Recollection, ova? 
the happy Hours flie had paffed with 
him. Unable longer to endure the Va- 
riety of Torments that furround her, 
ihe flays herfelf with a Sword, which 
had belonged to the Author of them, 
and in the Agonies of Death throws her- 
felf on the rich Apparel he had left be* 
hind him. Be it not forgot that, in this 
Aft of Defpair, flie placed the Pi&ure^ 
of her Lover on the funeral Pile. Thus, 

* It is remarkable, that in fome capital Paint- 
ings of the Death of Dido % this very natural and 
ftriking Circumftaace of the P,i&ure is omitted 
by the Artifts. 

uotwith- 
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notwithftanding all her Rage and Re- 
fentment, Love held the largeft Domi- 
nion over her Mind, and poflefied he* 
to the laft. 

Colled: the whole, and meditate well 
upon it. It nearly behoves you, and 

every -one of your Sex fo to do ; for he 

aflured, my dear Nancy, every loofe 

Betrayer is pi&ured in Mneas, and every 

feduced Woman in Dido. From the 

Days of Virgil to this prefent Hour, the 

Betrayer will abandon the Viftim of his 

unwarrantable Paflion, and the ' Vidtim 

will fink under Mifery and Defpair ; and 

fuch muft be the End of every licentious 

Amour ; yet your unhappy Sex will not 

take Warning, though all Ages andHifto- 

dans unite to prove the fatal Truth. 

I have 
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I have given you a very long Letter ; 
the Story of 'Dido led me To far beyond 
what' I propofed : but as it was done 
with a view to your future Safety and 
Well-doing, I hope you will not think 
I have faid too much ; but will treafure 
up in your Remembrance this cautionary 
Admonition of, 

your very fincere Friend 

J. P. 



LETTER XX. 

Oxon, Sept. li, j 742. 
Deaf Nancy, 

THE Beauties, find various Incidents 
in the Fourth Bobk of the JBneid, 
engaged me fo Gfofely, -as to *ake me 

» 

poftpone 



poftpone whit i fttnild before bave ob* 
fervecl, namefy the Tendency of this moft 
noWe Poem. 1 now come to it. 

Near the Beginning *f the ftrft Bocik, 
Virgil makes tins Utrfleftion, u So great 
aTafkwas 'ittofbimd theltoman Em* 
•pure *j" * Prom which: I am of Opinion 

that the immediate and particular D&gn 

of his Work was to imprint on Ae 

" Mmda rif the Romans, Ms Ceufltrymen, 

a great Efteem ^for themfelves, * paffio- 
nate Love for their Country, and* becom* 



• "Tantae Mqlit *rat Romanam cendere 
Gcmem j 5 ? 

So it runs in the Original, and In Drytk* ; 

&a& Tmw, /fcrf 7iw7 requir'd the Rman Nam*, 
Such Length of Labour forfi vcfl a Iramt. 

Vol.I % E ing 



■ i 



i- \ 
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^ ing Piety and Gratitude towards the 
, God£ ; thofe Gods, who had fought for 
them, who had led them through fo 
many Dangers and Difficulties, and, 
after fuch fevere Encounters with 
other Nations, and even with fome 
„ of the jPelties themfclves . who were 
Enemies to thc/Trojans, had, at laft, fet- 
^ tied them in that fine Country of Italy, 
: and from fmall Beginnings had enabled 
. them to grow up to fuch a Height as per- 
haps the World had never feen before, 
. nor ever lhall again. 

If this was FirgiFs Defign (and furely 
it is very probable) how agreeable is it 

% 

to what we find in holy Writ ! Jacob 

• » . « > 

. ."lhave 
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*' I have pafled aver this Brook with 
" my Staff, and now I am become two 
"Bands." 

Mofes tdk the Ifraelites, that they 
were the feweft of all People, and God 
had made them a mighty and a ftrong 
Nation* This is in order to excite in 
them Gratitude and Piety. David, in a 
hundred Places, mentions the Afiiftance 
of God, whereby, from a low and de- 
fpicable Eftate, he was become great 
and mighty* 

" I ajn poor and needy, but the Lord 

i€ careth for me." 
« He teacheth my Hands t* fight." 
" A Bow of Brafs is broken by my 

« Arms." 

£ ft ?' By 
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to make it always fo. This would have 
been contradi&ory to Experience, and 
even his own Maxims ; for he frequently 
gives us plain Intimations, that it often 
pleafes Providence to do, tod bring about 
Things, which we cannot account for. 
You may remember, for Inftance, that 
at the Burning of "Troy, JLneas loft his 
wife, Cr'eufa, in the Confufion. He re- 
turned, and went again through all his 
Dangers, in queft of her. At laft, fhe 
appears to him, and defires him. to em- 
ploy no more Sollicitude about her, for 
he was nev$r to fee her again. She adds, 
that fuch Things do not happen but by 
the Will and Ordination of Heaven ; in- 
timating that it was the great Mother 

« 

of the Gods, who had detained her in 
thofe Parts, purpofely that fhe might not 

be 
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t>e eriflaved by the Greeks* Laftly, 
Ihe recommends, with great Earneftnefs, 
their Son \Afcanius to his Care, the com- 
mon Pledge of their Love. Now, to 

m 

afk why a virtuous affe&ionate Cou-^ 
pie Ihould be fo dreadfully feparated, and 
why Creufa Ihould perifli in Troy, who 
had not defervfcd it by any Crime, were 
toafkaprefumptuous and an impious Ques- 
tion, allowing the Story to be true. It- 
was undoubtedly to anfwer fome great 
and better Purpofe, intentionally con- 
cealed from our weak Judgments ; and 
this is the Leflbn, which Virgil means to 
give us. Creufa's tender Concern for her 
Child is mod affe&ingly natural, and the 
Reality has been verified in the Deathbed 
Fare wel of many worthy Wives. 

E 4 Will 
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Will you permit me to' digrefe one 
Moment, to mark to you a Beauty of 
this Kind ra our great dramatic Bard, our 
Shaktfptart ? In die third A& of Hamlet 3 
when the Ghcjt appear* to the Prince. 
and his Mother in the Ctofet, " to whet 
Us ^lmojfttblunted Putfpofc/' he fuddefc- 
ly breaks from that, to a tender Con-i 
cern and Companion for the Queen'* Si-» 

'* -. 

But Jet > Amaztnxnt m thy Mother ftts> 
Oftip between hir y and her fighting Saul^ 
Conceit in weakeft Bodies Jirongeji ujorfy. . 
Speak t$ her 9 Hamlet. 

This Solicitude for the Sufferings of one^ 
who in Life was dear*, iurviving thd 
Grave, U n^ ifWxpi^Wy jbfeautifuJk ; 

t " ^ To 
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To t&yim to Fifgil t .fom'i you think* t 
Nancy, that if he had lived fence Pope* jr 
came into the World, the Raman Ca«* 
thoKcs \vould have faid tlat the Mother 
of the God* det'aiqmg Qriufa • meant that 
the Virgin Mary had taken her. into her, 
efpecial Service ? 

Whenever this Author tfiakes virtuous 
Perfofis fuffer, it is neceflkry ' th dt you' 
flioulcj obfefVe, he iriakes them guilty 
(Jf foirte Faulty which naturally brings 
ofi thftif Difireffesf j and h is to fuch Fault' 
you" iriiift attribute them, N abftra&edly 

t , ? 

from' their good' Qualities. I lhall give" 
you a fhortf triftance or two. 



,.ii 



The hopeful, the beautifuf; the* vif- '■ 
tuous T alias, was killed' untimely, in- 

E 5 the 



, i- 
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the very Bloom of his Youth; fo was 
the charming young Euryalus, the only 
Joy of his Mother, as the other was the 
only Hope of his Father* Lau/us met 
alfo the fame Deftiny, the worthy Sob 
of an unworthy Father* 

Now while you pity them, confide* 
they were all three too raflu The Hear 
of Youth, carried them beyond the Bounds* 
of Prudence : they all loved their Pa- 
rents, and were beloved by them with: 
great Tendernefs ; but that Heat and 
Impetuofity rendered them difobedient*. 
P alias's Eagernefs. made him break bis: 
Promife to his Father, The Cafe was 
much the fame with Lau/us; after he 
had favedhis Father's Life, his Eagernefs 
prevented his attending him, though of- 
ten and often fent for* Euryalus under* 

took 
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took an Exploit above his Years, and 
that without taking Leave of an affec- 
tionate Mother, . Much is tQ be learn- 
ed from £hefe Examples ; for though 
Fbffl does not . expreflly fay, they fuf- 
fered on thefe Accounts, yet he plainly 
infinuates it. Again, the impious Fa* 
ther of Laufus is forced to confefs that 
his Wickednefs was the original Caufe: 
of his Son's Lofs, and owns it to be a 
juft Judgment on him. 

By thefe Examples Virgil teaches us' 

s 

how dangerous it is to fail in a Point 
of Duty to Parents, albeit through the 
mere Frailty of our Nature, and nei- 
ther out of Contempt nor Stubbornnefs 

of Ternpen 1 " ' . 

Adieu, my dear. 

J • * • 
E6 LET- 
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LETTER XXi; 

# ' 

My dear, 



JTHHE infinite Beauties of Virgil hafve 
■* carried me fo much farther than I in- 
tended,, that/if I can prevail upon rayfelf,T 
JbtaH-.coiitradi.what 1 have to fay further 
on this Subjedt into a narrow Comp&fe •' 
though there are fo many Charms in this 

> 

glorious Poem, th?t I fcarce know how, 
to quit it. . 

» • * 

To point out all the Excellencies of 

• '■'.•" . . '•..*•*■> 

the JEneid, it would be neceffary to 
repeat the whole.Poenu 1 will therefore 
only touch on fome of thofe Paffages 

which 
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which pteafe me niift, arid arc, what I 
judge, the chief Beauties. 

* 

« * 

In the firft Book, we may remark hfe 
meeting with his Mother under the Fi- 
gure of a Huntrefs, his going to Carthage, 
the Reception which the Qgeen $ave 
him, aad her becoming enamoured ef 
him : ; andr the Artfifc e. wfy&ftnHS ufcd 
for that Purpofe,, r • • .. , 

The Story of Sinon x m the fecond Book, 

' . . . * 
the* Return of Mneas to feck his Wife, 

• :• - • » ) * 

his Interview, and Cpnyerfation with her. 
Spirit, and the affe&ionate Car* and 

-. • . * • 

Anxiety, he teftified for hi? Father, his, 

Son and whole Family, are very affecting*- 

* . » » . ■ ■ * -«» 

How ftriking are his Adventures and 
Diftrefles through the whole third Book, 

but 
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but particularly his Encoy nter *rith He- 
lenas and Andromache ! How n&turaj was 
all that happened on that Event ! The 
Story of Achamenides, the Cyclopes, and 
the Defcription of JEtna / 

r 

In the fourth Book, the whoie Procefs 
of the Loves of JEneas and Dido, with 
their fatal Confequences, are beyond all 

r 

Parallel, all Power of limitation. 

In the fifth, the funeral Games are in- 

troduced in Honour of 4 nc ty*s> particu* 
larly the Mock-fight of the Children, 
called Ludus Trojanus. Thefe are fpl- 
lowed by the burning of the Ships and 
Behaviour 6f the Matrons* 



_ » 



The 
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The whole fixth Book is inexpreffi~ 
bly fine ; his meeting with Dido, and 
their mutual Behaviour thereon ; his 
encountering Deipbobus and his Father, 
and having the Ghofts of his Pofterity 
fliewn him, are all moft awefully aft 
ieding. Shakefpeare feems to have imi- 
tated this laft Circumftance in his 
Macbeth. 

How well does he defcribe the Joys 
of Heaven and Hell, and what Sort of 
Inhabitants are to be fpund in each Place ! 

The chief in Heaven are thofe, wto 
have fuffered Wounds and Death for 
their Country ; Priefts who have lived a 
holy Life, becoming their Profeffion ; 
and Bards who have written and fung 
in pious Strains, not unworthy of the 

Gods; 
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Godsj intimating, that thofe whoprpf- 
titnte fuch fublime Talents to iqean and. 
virious PurpofeSy deferve not the Care 
of Heaven, Next in Degree to thefe 
are Perfons who have emp]®y!ed their 
Life in Arts and Inventions, for tbe Be* 
nefit of Mankind, and fuch as hare difV. 
tutguifted themfcives by doing good* 

In the other State, he allots the greafeft 
Share of MifeFy te thtffe, who, when 
alive, hated their Brethren. Herein the 
Writer agrees tito&fy tdtfe w&at otrr 
Saviour 6fcl to Tetet abdut forgiving his 
Brother, and what is likewife hrcufcat- 
*d in many other Parts of Scripture. St* 
Johnj&ys? 
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** Be that fayeth he loveth God, and 
* c Kateth . hii ^Broiher^ is a Ljrar r and the 
" Tnitfr ia not in him." 

We next behold thofe w*ha have nk 
jedbed their Pdnrntt, defrauded their De* 
penchuots, and deceived' fuch as coafidedr 
intern } after whteh come thofe whd- 
have fate brooding over their Gold, 
and tefofed to ihatt it with the needy ; 

thofe who have Ibid their Country for 

* * 

mercenary Ends, have wrefted the Laws, 
and deftrbyed the Conftitutton ; and tho& 

a ¥ • t »»•» 

Who have' dared to be guilty of Adul- 
tery t>r Iftdeft. To \#hat noble Purpofes, 
irly. dear Nancy, does this vifionary' 
Scene conduce ! How admltfaMy has' 
##*/y Taney and Morality gonVlkan<f 
in Hand? "' 

Do 
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Do you not admire that charming De- 
fcriptioD, in the feventh Book, of the' 
diiFerent Nations who came as Allies to • 
the War, which was impending ? Their 
Behaviour, Habits, Arms, Cuftoms, how 
infinitely entertainibg ! and particularly, 
the charming Pi&ure.of Camilla, the fe- 
male Warrior, and her Troop of Ladies. 

* 

. The g reat Event*; in the enfuing Part, 
of the Work are, JLneas's Vifit tp Evan- 
der, the Converfation and Confequences, 

• - 

the fimple Way of Life purfued by that, 
old Prince, the Story qf Cacus, and that, 
of Nifics and Euryalus, the Praifes of Htr-. 
cules, the Speeches of Turnus and Dran- 
ces, and the Deaths of JPallas, Camilla, 
and Lauficsi What noble Fire and. Spi- 

-J » 

rit does he difplay, when he defcribes the 

Conflid 
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Conflict between JEneas and turnus! 
and how fublime are the Sentiments of 
the latter, when he difcovers that he had 
been purfuing a Spedre, inftead of 
JEneas, and again, when he is about to 
expire. Thefe, my dear Nancy, are 
fuch great and beautiful PafTages, as ap- 
pear to rife in your Eftimation, the 
more you confider, and the oftner you pe- 
rufe them. 



It is worth your while alfo to obferve' 
how humane a Man, and how fine a Gen- 
tleman, Virgil appears throughout his 
whole Work. With what Pleafure does 
he dwell on Inftances of Piety, pater- 
nal Love, filial Duty, conjugal Affec- 
tion, Humanity, Hofpitality, and every 
focial Virtue ! With what apparent De- 
light 
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light does he Q>eak of a lovely Child* 
or a promifing Youth ! We fee Inftances 
of this in his Jfcanius, Aflyanax, Eurya- 
luSy Pallas, and Laufus. 

He feems to defcrtbe, with no left Par- 
ticipation of Joy, Examples of fond ten- 
der Parents, in jEneas, Evandtr, Greufa? 
Andromache, Am at a, and the Mother of* 
Euryalus. He inftru&s us in the Know- 
ledge of human Nature, (wherein 'he was 

« 

deeply filled > by parting the l/>ve qnd 
Copoera for % worthy $op % Ui the favagq 
ajnd impious t Mi$d of Mfzentius. Wq 
ipay hence derive fom^ very importer 
Tfxuths and ^eflbn^ Wei learn ftfft that 
I-Qve to qui" Children is fo inhere^ th^t 

I^rfop* jwh^ • ackjnavledgp nq o$k* 
Oiwm l: who /: ff el; »o, flt^r Gail of Na-r 

ture, 
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tare, and who are a&ually guilty of 

great Faults, m other Re(pedfc$, {till pre- 
ferve their Duty and Afiedion here. We 
learn befide that Worth and Goodnefs 
will always be beloved and admired, 
and extort Xbme Degree of Approbation, 
even from the moll unfeeling Heart. 
Had the Son of Mezentius been lefs de- 
ferring, probably his Father would not 
have mourned his Lofs to fuch Excefs ; 
Mneas not fo ftrongly regretted having 
killed him; nor would Virgil have be- 
wailed him in fuch Terms, as (to ufe the 
I&preffion of Horace) (€ were worth his 
♦dying for." Hfc loft his Life through 
his Excefs of Virtue ; lie was alarmed 
With Grief and Fear a't Sight of his Fa- 
therY Danger, ruflied between him aad 
Mmas, and preferred his Pfcrenu By 

this 
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this we are taught another ufeful Truth; 
namely, that no Fault of a Parent can 
fuperfede the Duty of a Child. He might 
have efcaped, after he had preferved his 
Father; but Raflinefs, fo incident to 
Youth, drove fcirft to venture beyond 
his Strength. JEmas fore- warned him g 
he was deaf to this humane Advice, 
and his Death was the natural Con- 
: (Sequence. 

How finely natural is the Interview 
between JEneas and Andromache > the Wi- 
dow of He£ior and Mother of Afiyanax ! 

* * • * • 

It is worth your while to place them 
'plainly and exaftly before you. She, 

weeps ; he ftands amazed, and can hard- 
: ly hifs out (fuch is the literal Meaning 

of Firgir* Expreffiori) a few Words. 

When 
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When ihe has Power of Utterance, ihe 
expatiates on many Subje&s at once ; 
ihe relates the Story of her Life fince the 
taking of Tray, then ^enquires of his ; 
then queflions him about his Son, if he 
was not a promifing Youth, if he did 
not copy after him and his Uncle Hec- 
tor t and if he did not take to Heart 
the Death of his Mother ? At parting 
from Mneasy ihe takes Leave of Afca- 
nius ; ihe calls him the very Pidture 
of her poor Jfiyanax :' ihe difcovers the 
fame Countenance, Eyes, and Hands, 
and that, had he happily furvived, he 
would have been of the fame Growth, 
This is the very Strength and Beauty of 

> 

Nature, whofe Workings and Effe&s are 
the fame in all Degrees of Life. Our 
Stations may be different, but our Feel- 
ings are alike. 

Virgil 
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Vwpl not only dwells upon . the &atj 
of Children to thfcir Patent*, but e*eti to 
their Nurfe*, to tfeofc who have had the 
Care of their Infancy* He recommends 
«hi$, a&d exalts the Charader of his Hera, 
ftt ehe fame Time- That Part of the 
.Coaft of Udy^ where thft Nwfe of 
: i£^i was buried* wa* called after her 
Name, and the pious Hero beftotoed -on 

her an honourable Ffineral. 

... 

How pleading fe the. Description <>f 

• Anna 9 * Nvrrfe (whom 35?J?o treated with 
the fame Tencternefs as ftie Would her 

* own, ~who Was deceafed) with ah Intent 
and bufy Air* labouring to , execute the 
'Queen's Orders ; Virgih Expreffion is 
u Studio anili j" that, i^ with th$t Cau- 

» . . . - -,/ - * - 



■«. • * 
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tion and Concern, fo peculiar to her Age 
and Office* ' 

Our Author appears alfo as partially , 

fond of his old Men, who are good and 

pious ; his Priam, Anchifts, Evandcr, and 

Butes. Priam is the firft Man to 

encourage Sinon, and Anchifis is the lame 

to Ach&menides. You fee the Care and 

Attention which the Tutor of Afcanius 

fhews* his Pupil* Thus Virgil paints 

Mankind in every Stage and Station of 

Life,, and in all with equal Propriety :- 
his Judgment never fails him* 

• I had forgot to recommend two very 

fine- Paflages; the Meeting between 

AUSto and Turnus, arid the Story of 

JEneas's Shield, made by Vulcan. Had I 

Vol.L F nothing 



f 
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notHing to divert me from this my fa- 
vourite Employ of inftrudting you, my 
Obfervations fhould be more copious 

and difiinft ; but ftili I hope they are 
what will be of foroe Ufe. If I have 
not tired you, I will employ another Let- 
ter on this feme SubjeS, fo difficult do 
I find it to leave this admirable Writer ; 
ever defiring you to retain in your Mind, 
that it is not in Order to make you a 
Critic, only to enable you to read thefe 
two incomparable Poems, the Iliad and 
J&m& 9 with Pleafure and Profit. 

I am, jny dear Angel, 

tout a vous, 

j. p. 

,P-. S. I fend this by a private Hand. 



L£T- 
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Own* Sept* z6, 1742* 
My dear Angel, 

T Received yours of the 23d inftant j it 
gave me more Pleafure than I cart 
exprefs. Your Sentiments of particular 
^affages in Homer, fo far as you have 
read, are juft and fine, and I defire you 
will give mte your Thoughts on all the 
Remainder, as you proceed. Homer cer- 
tainly ftrikes us more than Plrgil, at 
firfh He furpaffes almoft all Writers in 
Lofdnefs, in Strength, ia Fire, and in 
a boundlefs Fancy. But more of this 
at Length, when we come to have 
him before us, and make him our 

F 2 mutual 



g^ftOSfr 
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mutual Topic ; though, in Truth, you 
have prevented a good deal of what I 
fliould have had to fay on him, and will 
continue fo to do, as you go on. I will 
now conclude my Obfervations on the 

JLneid, and that in as few Words as 

• - • * 

joffible. 

. Virgil makes his Hero not only do hu- 
mane Offices to his Friends, his Rela- 
tions, and to his Nurfe, but even to his 
Servants. His Care of the Funerals of 
Mifenus his Trumpeter, and Palinurus his 
Pilot, are Inftances of this. 

When he defcribes a funeral Pomp, 
a Sacrifice, the Admiffion of an Ambaf- 
fador, the Cdnfecration of a Trophy, 
the Cetebration of a Feftival, the Solem- 

: nities 



N •! 



GENUINE LETTERS, lot 

nides at declaring War, or concluding 
Peace, or any Ceremonial whatfoever, 
it is not only moit beautifully delivered, 
but we may be allured, hfc lets us, at the 
fame time, into the exa<ft Manners and 
Cuftoms of the Romans, on all fuch 
Occasions, fo that Delight and Inftrudtion 
g c Hand in Hand. 

Not only every word in Virgil is a 
Jewel, but they are all fo put together, 
that every Sentence may be faid to repre* 
lent a String of Jewels fet to the beft Ad- 
vantage, and the whole Mneii is fo com- 
pad, one Part fo conne&ed with another^ 
that they tend to illuftrate each other in: 

the moil llriking Colours, and follow in- 

. ... 

fuch natural Order and Procefs, as fenders 

F3 tha 
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that Virgil, had a particular Uie to make 
of this Belt, which he had fo efpecially 
mentioned. Turnus puts it on, and wear* 
it in Triumph ; whereon the Poet make* 
a- ufeful Reflection, and, at the fame 
time, gives us a Hint of what will fol- 
low. " The Mind of Man," feys he, 
€t elated with Profperity, is incapable of 
€C behaving with Moderation i and blind 
•* to Futurity. The Time will come 
" when 7umus will fbreTy regret that 
€t ever he afiaulted Pallas" 

I will break off here, left my Letter 
fhould be too long, and -give you one 
more on this Sub)e£h . . : 

The Lines, you have quoted,* are in 
my Opinion the moft beautiful tn the 

* u A* when the Moon, refulgent Lamp *>f 
Night," &c. 1. 68; to 1. 698. 

whole 
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whole Iliad. If you remember, one 

Night as we were coming through the 

• » - - i 

Park, after I had repeated to you Milton 9 * 

* 

Defcription of a fine Evening, I endea- 
voured to give you thofe, but could not 
recoiled them all. 

Adieu, my Dear, 

J. P. 

LETTER XXIII. 

Oxford, 0#. i, 1 742, 
My Dear, 

T^OUR Letter of the 27th came fefe 
"*■ to my Hand Qn the 29th. I really 
cannot tell you particularly when I (hall 
be in Town ; but believe it will befpme 
Time this Month. My coming depends 
on the Receipt of fome Letters from Scot- 
land* 

F5 M 
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As you intend to read die JEneut 
again* there are many things,, thai: I {haft 
pafs over r becaufe I would not foreflaH: 
th^ Pleafure you: are to- have* if you* read; 
it with due Attention* I lhafl only finifl* 
the Remark I began about Pa/AwYBelt* 

When jEneas vaoquBhes TSrwrc, at 
ttie latter Part of the Poem, Turnup 
fues for his Life* Now it was not pro- 
per to grant it ; and the Nicety was* 

■ 

haw to make dfoeas, who- was fo famous 
for Humanity, and a merciful Difpofition* 
not comply with the Requeft, and yet 
preferve his own Charades Bfehcdd this, 
yety Belt is madfe ufe of y which natu- 
rally and critically meets bis Eye at the 
Yery Inftant when his Anger begins to 

relent and his Heart to melt* Hfe imme- 
diately firesj with frefh Refentment, o» 

recoil 
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wcolfe&ion of the cruel Infafts which 
Turnus was guilty of, when he flew Pat- 
las* Hence a noble Indignation, Refent- 
ment, and even Cbrtipaflion for the Fate 
of Pallas occafions the Death of Turnus » 
and thus the Poet, by a beautiful Stroke- 
of Fancy, makes that great Event the Re- 
fute of Friendship and Pity, whicE 
otherwife had been an A& of Cruelty- 
^We learn aHo, from the Inftance before 
rs, this fineLeflbn, " That what People 
are mod proud and vain of, is oftea 
the Occafiofo of their Ruin.* There is a 
uobte Refleftion to this Purpofe at the 
End, of the tenth Satire of JuvCnaL All 
tttae I have fufther to fay about the 
jfcneid, isy la point orit to you fonfe 
fhar tfting CojB&pariftfns> and theft \ have 
dene. Wkh fti This. I fball do> in my next 

F6 Lefc- 
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Letter, which I propofe writing on Sub* 
day* 

I would have you, my dear, look in- 

* 

to the Lives of the ancient* Philofophers ; 
and particularly regard their Gbfervations 
made on Life ; they will be of great life 
to you* 

You do not tell me what you think of 
the Duke of Rochefoucatil? s Maxim*, and 
Obfervations* 

I am now going through Ovid-s Meta* 
morphofes anew, and the more I read, 

the more I am charmed with it. I won- 
der you do not proceed in that Work- 
No Man furely had ever fa eafy, fo natu- 
ral, fa charming a Manner of telling a 

Story* You lave Novels* Ovid has an 

Hundred 
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.Hundred, at lead ; and all of them infi- 
nitely beautiful in their Way. But no 
more of him at prefent. It will be near a 
Week before I can fay any thing to you 
about Homer. 

Adiosf * 

Yours moftfincerely, 



LETTER XXIV. 

Oxford, Off. 3, i74?» 
My Dear Nancy, 

* 

T Wrote to you j>n the ift Inftant, with 
T* a fmall Eoclofute,. which I hope is 

t i 

come fafe to Hand. It will enable you 

to 

• 

* It ift neceflary to obferve here, that Mr Preftoa 
had an Intention, had, h$ lived, to make his Pupil 
acquainted with Italian, SpanUh and Latin, after 

ft* 
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to buy the fflady itnce you lot* it fowe!^ 
and furnifb you with a lfcitePoefee©* 
. money aver and abom 

You neither write me, if you hare 
been to fee the Lady I recommended* 
again, nor how you like Rochefoucault^ 
Hor the Areh-bifhop of Cambray*s Lives 
of the Philofbphers ; but, I fancy, Homer 
engages all your Attention at prefent* 



r »i ' \ 



♦ 

I fhall conclude all that I have to fay 
about Pirgily^with pointing out fame 
few (hiking CorapaHfons* 



r .) \" » lv 



fie was wetl- grounded? in finglfln tadf French* 
Jt i* wit& this view tberejbtr that (lis DCC&foraahy 
Aides ia particular Words,, to awaken her Curiofity^ 
itir order to make that Inftrwftion wear the Air of a 
Gratification of her Inquiries, rather then the Im- 
pefitiofi'of a Tafi) whieft^ if formally laid^oWrj^ 
lfljglirap|e^to^^aV^iwdl^orioU6i . ' : 

la 
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fa the firft Book of the jEneid, Neptune* 

reproving the Winds, and the Waves, is 

well compared to a Man of Merit and 
Authority fpeaking to art enraged Mobs 
In the Fourth,. Dido to a wounded Deer— 
*nd Turnus and jEneas, to two. diftinft 
Conflagrations in different Parts of a Fo^ 
reft, or twa Torrents pouring down a fteep> 
Hill. Whea MneaSy after the Arrow was 
drawn out with which he was wounded* 
fc returning co the Place of Battfe, with, 
fhe whole Corps.de Refer ve, while Clouds 
ofDuffi arifb,. and the Earth trembles witk 

the Beating of the Borfes Feet, his' Ene- 
mies, ftriH&wftk Terror, are nobly com- 
pared fa HWfmndmen* who. fee a black 
Storm coming aerofs the Sea, that thresr- 
tens univerfaf Ruin* deftroys the Tiees,. 
ami lays wafte the Fruits, of the Earth. 

The 
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The Poet makes it ftill more terrible by one 
peculiar Circumftance, which is a whijk- 
ing Wind, a certain Fore-runner of fuch 
a dreadful Storm, as he there defcribes. 

• * 

jEneas purfuing Zurnus, and not being 

■ 

able to overtake him, , is aptly likened to 
a Hound purfuing a Deer ; and this is 

« * 

fo lively a Reprefentation to one who has 
feen fuch a Chace, as . nothing can fur* 
pafs. 95* Again Turnus> in his Engagement 
with jEneas, when confounded with 
Fear and the bad Omens he had met 
with, and perfuaded the Gods were 
againft him> fights indeed, but in fuch a 
Manner, as one imagines one does - in a 
Dream. How forcibly pifturefque ! But 
read it. That exceeds, all Defcription. 

There 
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- There is, however, a Companion In 
Milton, whichis far beyond all Lever read 
in Virgil, Homer, or any where. That is, 
the Comparifon of Michael arid Satan to 
two black Clouds, that fill up the dif- 
. fereat Farts of the Sky, . hig> with Thun- 
, der, Lightening and Tempeft,; and at 
laft difcharge their whole. Artillery %t 
each otter. 

.'The laft Observation I fliall make on 
Virgil, is, that he has been a great Lover 
of what is called the Belles Lettres. We 
can "perceive that he admired Painting 
himfelf, by what he relates of JEne&s 
. admiring the Paintings in i Dido's Palace 
, before he broke through j:he Cloud, and 

by his charming Defcription of JEneas's 

Shield, You will find too he loved Statuary 

Mufickj 
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Mufick* and Aichite&tare ; and you fnay 
difcern the fame of Ovid, in a hundred 
Placed Wc 4cc two Inftancesof hi* 
Skill in the Conteft between P alias and 
Arachne, and befide, how nicely- he un- 
derftood the Art of weaving Arras* I 
am reading him over, juftnow. He has 
fo many beautiful Stories, that I wonder 
you do not take more Delight in him, 
than you appear to do. You love Novels ; 

jmd I never read any fo beautiful aa his* 
PyrOmus and Tbijfe; Medea znAJafon,; 
: Scylla and Mnds i Gephaks.wA Protfis ; 
Ceyx and Alcyone; Peffeus^nA Andromeda ; 
the Fable of Niobt J P alias ae'd Jfracime ; 
the Mu/es and the Pimdes ; Mek&get atfd 
Jtalanta> and a Hundred more, are Stories 
the moft exquifitety told that ate any 
where to be found* and are withal per- 

fed* 
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fed Images of Nature. You may like* 
wife difcern through all how the. Poet U 
delighted with whatever is good and 
virtuoufc, worthy and laudable ; and, on 
the other Hand, how he detefts all kind 
Vice of and *Wickednefs, nay even every 
Degree of Rudenefs and Ill-manners. 

» It is blear to me that Ovid was not 
only one of the greateft Wits, and one 
of the beft of Men, but one of the beft* 
natwed, beft-humoured, and beft-bred 
Gentlemen in the World* He wrote 
indeed with a Sort of Careleflhcfs, and 
his unhappy Baniihmcnt hindered him to 
correct his -admirable Poem* the Meta- 
morpbofcs ; which has ever finfte continued 
the great Fund, whence Sculptors, Pain- 

» r • 

tflrs* and Writers- of Operas* and fome 

other 
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other Dramatic Authors have derived' 

their Subje&s* 

Adieu, my Dear! > - 

| & This is a Sight, which, it is 
true I faw once ; and therefore took care 
never to fee it a fecond Time* . 

LETTER XXV. 

Oxford, 08. J , I742* 
. My dear Nancy, 

T Received your moft agreeable Letter, 
of the i ft inftant, with infinite Plea* 
fure. Your Remarks . on Homer are moft 
agreeable and juft ; I muft only obferve 
that Idomeneus affifting a wounded Sol- 
dier of his own Party, and infulting an 
Enemy, are not at all irreconeileable; 
As to what you call a Slip of the Poet's 
Memory, I fhall look into the Paflage,. 
and give you my Opinion in my next. 

I heartily 
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I heartily agree tfrfth you in your Cen- 
fure of Homer's making his Herpes fp fa* 
vage ; and this brings into my Mind a 
Paflage of Horace, 

" Aliquando bonus iormitat Homerus," 
that is, 

" The excellent Homer fometimes nods, or is 
like to drop ajleep" 

In Allufion to this, the great Earl of 
Rofcommon,* in one of his Poems, fpeak- 
4ngof Homer, fays, 



His bullying Heroes and his fcolding Gods 9 
Make usfufpefl hejleeps> as well as nods.** 



• It is much to be lamented that this excellent 
Writer is not fo well known as he defer ves to be. 
His Works fliould be as familiar, as dear to all Men 
of true Tafte and Principles. He fhines with dou- 
ble Luftre ; for-as-much as he was brave enough to 
draw his Pen in the Caufe of rnodeft Virtue, in the 
licentious Age of Charles the Second* . 

I have 
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I have much more to fay, but not Time 
for it at prefent I leave offunwillingly. 
Je fuis, 

Ma tres chere, 

le votre, 

j. *. 

Je fcaurois bien dire ce que dit Uj* 
Poete excellent ; 

OwS vov Korvipnry I f ofyrr &\\ T«yur f 

i£~ ' 

Aaa 2iftcrorr cwlSv? X&yyts TAtao-e clmm. 

' A Trial of Skill for you— Unriddle it, 

* This little playful Condefceitfion to the youth* 
ful Difpofition of the Pupil, in a Man of Learning 
and Genim, isfurely a ftrong Proof of the Sweet- 
nefi of Mr. Pretion** Temper, and the Mildnefs 
of his Heart. He ftill is the Inftru&or, though 
in a more familiar and engaging Stile, We may 
here difcover, in a great Meafnre, how extenfivean 
Education he propofed to give her, had he lived, 
fince it is evident he had at this Time made her 
Miftrefs of the Greek Alphabet* 

* 

Hold 
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Hold. ! the Queftion in your laft it* 

Aains unanfwered. 

Though Juno put on the Ceftus of 
Venus, fhe ftill continued Juno; and 
Jupiter did not take her for Venus, for fhe 
\v£s his Daughter. But Homer's Poems 
are full of the Mythology of the Antients, 
that 19, allegorical Stories. By the Ce-> 
ftus of Venus are implied thofe Charms 
and fine Accomplifhipents, which make 
a Woman lovely. Juno, in fine, laid down 
all her jealous Fits, her Pride, her Ill-na- 
ture, and Scolding, and put on Sweetnefs 
and Kindnefs, in their ftead. If I remem- 
ber right, the Poet alfo fays, that fhe dref- 
fed after bathing, and wafhing all Impure- 
nefs from her Perfon ; infinuating hereby 

how 
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how becoming is Elegance and Clean 1U 
nefs in either Man or Woman. 

• Encore adieti, ma chere! Je vous 
fouffle dix Baifers. 



LETTER XXVI. 

Oxford, 08. 17, 1742. 
My Dear 

T'HAVE juft now received a Letter from 
you not dated. I wonder the Books 

fliould have coft you fo much, efpecially 

Homer. But I prefume you do a not know 

where they may be cheapeft . purchafed, 

or the Bookfeller has impofed on yqu — 

No matter. You have the Authors fpr 

your conftant Amufement. 

' * You 
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You have given me a very particular 

Account, how you have laid out the 

Contents of the Draught ;~ but &at was 

jnore than i defired. , I only wiflied to 

know how it bad been cbiifty bellowed, 

not how you had laid outev^ry Farthing. 

That had been 'the Exadion of a hard 

-Dealer* not the liberal Claim of a Guar* 

jEKan^and Friend. The, more prudently 

.you lay out your Money the better fpr 

yourfelf, and ifhis was-all the Satisfaction 

I required. I think, however, you have 

affigned all that to difburfed to gooi 

Ufcs. 



« ■ 



I fhafl write again foon 

Adios ! 

j.p. 

Vol. I, <5 LET- 
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LETTER XXVII. 

Oxford, 08. 18, 1741. 
ify dear Ntacy, 

npHE laft I wrote to you was fliort, 
and this will not be much longer, 
it being the fifth Letter this Day, and I 
am accountable for the Difpatch of at 
many more this Poft. Pray deliver the 
cnclofed without lofs of 



I hope to be in Tbwn this Week, or 
the next at fartheft, but let not that hin- 
der your writing to me as oft as you have 
Leifure. If you have Nothing to write, 
write me that Nothing ; for Nothing 
you can write will be unwelcome, and 
Nothing will even be welcome, if it look 

like 
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like Something.* It will (hew, at leaflet 
kind Attention, and that is very vaiua- 
ble. .*.._. 

In my next I (hall treat about Homer ; 
and hope to have a Letter from you upon 

m 

4 » 

that 'Author; that is to fay, aContinua- 
tion of your Remarks. \ This too I flat* 
ter myfelf I ihall receive foon. 

Give my humble Service to your Ma- 
ma and Aunt, and believe me to be, 
my dear Nancy, 

your hearty Welkwiiher 

and real Friod, ; 
J« * • 

* Id tliis Flay upon a Word, Mr. Preftbn Teems 
i to hareimd the following Line of Ovist* Art of 
Love in %\* Mind, or, at leatt, is juitified by it, 
< «« If there M WtfMgybraili that Nuking thence." 

Gz LET- 
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LETTER XXVII. 

Oxford, 05. 24, 1742. 
My dear Nancy, 
¥*H AVE the Pleafiire of yotirs of the 



* « 



21ft inftant; and am exceedingly 
pleafed to find you have executed all my 
Commiffions with fo much Addrefs and 
Prudence* 

4 * * * • •* 

« • • 

You need not fetr bdng troublefome 
to the, lMy f :y0i* - new [ Acquaintance, if 
you'; g& ^t jptojferTimes, Obferve the 
.DUpofition the Family is in, and whe- 
ther Bufineft, pr any other Caufe,. may 
• « » 

ti6t mikeyour Vffit unfeaftmtfble ; whidi 
you'll r ea&y; 4ifcov^ ; and la &#< qtit, 
let your Stay be ihort, Take care too 

always 
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always to kaye a. dus Diflanee of Time 
between your Vifitj. What I wrpteyoni 
once before, I will write again, though 
it becomes ahxioft, upqecelfyry now. 

Neve* giv£ yo^felf, Airs, no* lhew : Af-, 
fetation * norr endeavour tpj^/W. as iti* 
called., * Talk modeftly A within .the Conw 
pafs of your Underftandjng* w$ if yp\k 
don't court Praife, Pratfe will, court you, 

B4fefe.(.e«tgg upon, iftwsr*. ta, m» 
obferve, that ya*. ha^e^jtt*} 19. i^ 

tion the Figure HeSor makes at the End 

qf tl*e Twelfth Bop.k, f . . ^here he. bjeaks 

thfpugh the; Gr,eeiaq I^t^chjflcitfSj HI* 

#*?* .. »fc ****** SHffltff* /fco .IfHfjift 
th^ght oopy ^iq^rpva^Pafage*, 
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m the Greek, and nor much fhort of the' 
Original in the Englifh. 

1 am forry to tell you that I cannot fecf 
you fo foon as I cxpeded. It will not 
fiiit my Affairs to leave this Place for ten 

* * • 

_ 4 • » 

l>ays yet ; but bef fure to write me' often 

ih that Time ; that is, as often as your 

• • • 

other Bufinefs will allow* and let Homer 
be the Subjed of your Letters. I will 
wrfteyou a* frequently as lean, andW 
gin upon the feme Subj eft. 

4 * 4 

r 

I hate juft nbw entered upon ?ty?i 

Preface and Eflay, to fee whether fomef 
6f the Particular* I have remarked are 

ii& in his Observations. Homer will fur- 

rii(h us Matter enough to tvrite about/ 

I would rather have you fend ftort Let^ 

* t, - ters, 
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ten, and often, than long Letters, and 

feldom. 

. . . . 

My kind Service to your Mama; Aurir, 
and Mrs. M— *— . I hope to dine with 
you on my Birth-day. 
Adieu, my dear Life ! 
lam 
your real Friend and Servant, 



LETTER XXIX. 

' "• o*jfeft?, 0&. 29, J 742*' 

My dear Nancy, • 

XUSTitQW I bare die Pkafurc of y*tor« 

** of the zS^h. . You mentioned* Pa& 

fage.in the Thirteenth Book of the Iliad, 

waa thje laft; on that Subject I 

C4 a» 



am JMftuwv: reading thf Obfo^afttfPS <m* 
the Firft Book. I hope to fee yo^ pn> 
Thurfday Night, or Friday Morning, and 
whea I .come,, we, fhall • compare »N*tps» 
\ do, hot mean to be guilty ofo Puh here* 
though it founds much like **• 

I fhall go to-morrow to a Gentleman's 

Houfe, about twelve miles from" this, 

* > 

wherg I fhall ftay three Days, and thence 
fet out for .London. 

My intended Vifit is not the Call of 
Bufinefe, bur mef £ Matter bft eremoriy, 
which you knoto I am not over fond of ; 
yet I think it a kind <?f Duty to co£*f>ly 
tvith it, The Gentfewra was- here-fc^a 
Week* during which 'Tidb- I cobterfetf 
Ivkh-Mm frequently* H* is^ebfibte, *$£ 
kis Ghm&er 'good* > Me preflfed we oar* 

; ' neftly 
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ireftly to give him: my Company fome 
Days at his Retreat. An earneft Intreaty 
xs a warm Cornplirq^nf ;; ang as rgy Pecur 
fiarity of Humour, namely a diilike to 
Strangers, was my Jfcongeft Qbje&ion, I 
held it incumbent on me, by the Rule 
of Politenefs, to fubmit my own Pecu* 

r 

fiarity to* his* There are many Pun&ilkty 
whicl^ we ou^t to give way to* as Bre- 
thren- of Society, if a more important 
Claim does not interfere,, 

Give my Service to the Perfbna men* 
boned m your Letter, and; write me by 

before you will> have occafioa to write 

again* 

I am, dear Nancyv 

J. R 
G 5 l*ETl 
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LETTER XXX.* 



» 9 



tVickbam 9 lfj Mksjrom London, 

r , • Nov. II, 1742* 

MydearLife, 

J WENT to Bed Yeffemight, that is t<> 

fay, this Morning, about two.. I was 

wakened about Five, and in the Coach 

* 

near half an Hour after Seven. We got 
to Uxbridge before Twelve* where we 
took Breakfaft ;, bud had wifely drank 

* WVherefee r the Tutor on Vis jetumtp Oxford; 
afte* a fhori Excurfioa to London 1 and it is worth 
while to draw a Parallel between the modern Mode 
*f trajrelling.and tha^ which w&i pra&fed Thirty 
Tears ago. Here were Ten Hours confumed in 
getting Twcnty-fcven Miles, and almoft two Days 
rcquinte for tranllrng from Lantkn to Oxford* 
Had our|>refent Expedition on the Road been pro* 
pofetLt* our Ancestors as- a poffbfe Things they 
tjroujd probably hate derided it aa th*> Dream of a 
Lunatic* 

three 
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three DHhes of Coffee, and eaten a but* 
tered Toaft before- hand. 



f • X « 



We arrived here before. Five. We 

. ■ . . -•.*-' 

dined; and now after finifhing the en* 
clofed Letter, I write you this, defiring 
you not to negled the Enclofure. , My 
.Health is not clever, but I hope to deep 
well to-night, and then I ihaU be right 
again. To Children, and ferfons advan- 

^J ****** , s + 4 _ I 

ced in Life, Sleep is a. Medicine for many 
Ills ; and fureiy the pleafanteft of all Me- 
dicine*.. Did you ever read Shakefpeare'% 
-Tragedy oi Macbeth ? if $pt fpt it, ,and 
fend me your Option; oi i: it. I wiU 
t^anferibe his Paflage on "Sleep, t whioh, 
for the luxuriant Variety of fweet and bp 

blc Images, is fcarce tol>e equalled. « 

i • • ... , 

•» . . 4 

• ■ « • . . ' . » • .. 

G 6 " fbe 
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" Sleep that knits up the rupelN Sleeve *£Gqrfa 
€€ The Death of each day 9 sLife 9 fire Labour's Ba1b B 
' V&rfa of hurl Minds j great WatpritfecmdCqurfe* 
"Chief Nourijber in Life's' Fiaj}'* 

.: ' • ' " • - c 

^ Tl^ataiGrroupofbeaiftiftiTiffi^s are 
nere ! Nor has the great- Barcf attempted 
them 'merely to indulge his mit Fancy'; 
"no, they J are of a Piete with thV gre& 
"A&ion of th£ Senile, and *rffwer rfri firi- 
jp&ttint mat al End ; for iy how* Aiuck life 
endears to us the ineffimable 6leffi*g<fc 
'Sleep, by ibinuch tie aggravates tkfcaKco- 
ciotBCrTm^ rf Murder, Sfrem ^jc Com- 
miffion whereof ' tibcttib u tfut jufl x*- 
turned. ' Obferve too tfietSrftt Epttfaat 
*|hich he gives tq Steep, intt&tyti it > 
very copious. It not onlje iooplks that 
Sleep is innocent in itfelf, that while we 
• ' > fleep 
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feqfc* w* *«*: fifc? frog* Guilt, but thaf 
Sleep moft .g&&ftn)ly:jftF?Us with inner 
cent and undifturbed Minds. 

* -^ ^> 

I have no doubt but I, ^fliall dream of 
you tp-night for I have,been dreaming of 
you all, Qagr*. I fhall write you again on 
Sunday,, and include a fmall Miffive tp 
J4r. K— -» which you will deliver whfen 

» * 

you t&nfc fit. ; Qiye^ my hpqable Seryicp 

to be moft truly 

your Friend, 

•V^llfeMe to* you £*>» tPltikam, which 

' ifeopftlskCOtfletoypurJ^afld. I inra 

■Ride t& % at £f <&at, oojy that 1 491 well, 

having 
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having arrived here fafe and found o* 
Saturday about three o'doek. 

I have enclofed a Letter to Mr. K— , 
which you need not deliver till you have 
Occafion for a Recruit of Cafh. I lhall 
endeavour to get fome Franks for you* 
I^et me know when you meet with a 
Spencer to your Mind ; though I think 
you have fo many Books already to read 
and confidcr, that you need not be over 
hafty. 

Co on with your Observations on the 
Mad, and write to. mefoCnv When you 
jBt down to write, you fhould be at Lei- 
fure, have a Difpofitipn for it, have. the 
Subjeft digefted in your Mind, be ift a 
chearful Complying Humour, have a good 
Pen, good Ink, and goad Paper, and 

place 
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place yourfelf in an cafy and convenient 
Pbflure. All thefe Things will make yon 
write fo as to pleafe, and even make the 
Hand itfelf more agreeable* . 

My humble Service to your Mama and 

Aunt. : and be affined that last* 

niy dear Angel, 

your moft affe&fonate 

; and faithful Friend, 

? P 
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» • 

Oxford, Nov. zg, 174** 
- My dear Nancy, 

T HAD the Pleasure of yours of the 

25th, the next D*y after it was writ- 

ten* I have very little to fey at prefent 

and 
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and believe I fteq^noj; writ$ fyz\\ tj$ 
another Occ^fipn, wnrifc Wt .for -tj*f 
Ffcafur* I tajc* ia con^rfing ?iri& yp^ 
and for fear you fcould think }i forge* 
you, wHich I never do. 



: ». 



I greatly a^pnire your not goipg t» 
Mr. K — , till you hav£ aitibfakite Qcca- 
lion, for thai was the Pfcrpofe of giving 
you Ae Credit Yxx* know, my dear, 
y6ukg as you are, I have not fcrupled to 
acquaint you exa&ly what I hold in truft 
for you ; afrdrit wou$d l^e ffotyf l$ lavifl* 
away in Trifles what is meant for mate- 
4it ;Ufe|^ btfide* ywf ifrould neither have 
the Satisfaction nor Adv*ftCage tfia^lan- 
tei^if youweye to r^fei^lojr, fpjp fittj^ 
Jprtune. But I am ^tjn&lfing o^ wfe 
wsints no Advice in thefe Poiqts* My 

Litter 
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letter of Credit is not ih Force till to- 
morrow; but you did not kiiow that* 
%nd;I : aift pleafej yomdid tf$t ; as in thafl 
Cafe, your poftponing your Claim hacfc 
been the Confequence of my Advice, 
which is how the Reftilt o{ your own 
Prudence. Purchafe the Capuchin you 
mention, if you have a Fancy for it, be 
tfce Pri<£ what it may> Tth#* is no Qc- 
cafio* for a, trifling Oeconomy in Matters 
which are real Neceflarie* <jf Life. To 
retrep^iin^l^fi^mjiwour chief Duty, 
atid(, ought to be our conftant Care* 
Were this Point generally attended to, 
I believe moderate Incomes would go 
much fefrther than fhiy do at prefent. 

* ',' - ' - - • V 

Hive, you made the; Improvements ift 
your Apparel, which II recomnjeaded ? 
ifave you- ieetf your ^greeafcte Acquain- 
tance? 
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tancc? How does flic? How do four 
Aunt and Mother ? Tell me alt that re^ 
lates to you, though in the mpft diftant 
Degrtc* 

I am juft now going to read a Book of 
the Hiadthztl may be the better enabled 
to.coaverfe with you on that Subject 

Adieu/ ma tres chere petite Arige, et 
fob bien ct allurement perfuadle que 
jfefai* 

wore tth fiddle Ami, 

LETTER XXXJII. 

0*fard $ Die. % y 1742. 
My dear Nancy, 

T Should begin (his Letter with Homer, 

and proceed in Form and Order, but I 

have fq many Letters to write this Day, 

that 
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t 

tha 1 1 dare not venture on it. I (hall only 
taark out two or three Paflages in the 
Fourth Bookf of the Iliad, which I have 
juft now read, and which I think pecu* 
liarlyfine. 

** A tt>A#>i the fleecy Flocks un-numbtr* d ftand 
" /* wealthy Fold*, and wait the Milker* sHand % 
«• The hothw Volts inceffant Bleating fills* 

*< The Lambs ttptfftm all the neigbi'ting JHSfe 

» » • • 

The fecon4 is at Line 516 : 

** JsTtmntt roH y increased by nuntrens Ri!lt 9 
« JVitb Rage impetaousdnvft their etboing tiitfti 
" Rujh to the Vales, and, posted akng the Plaiu r 
" Roar thro 9 a thou/and Channels to the Main y ¥ 
" Tbi di/lqnt Shepherd trembling hears the Hound, 

" So msec both Hojts, and [0 their Cries rebound. 

»■ • '• 

Thefe 



1 



N !&&*& ty&^GqmQfm[m& an<k 
at th#;f*mp Time* aftrobfe Qpfo^tfen&j 
I the rafter guot* th?j» t^ jr%. becajaft 

ypumightgo^b^ypjifstben^ov^F, with- 
out regarding them fo much, as you> n#ver 
faw the Originals, of which thefe De- 
scriptions are a Picture i buti if you bad 
feen theip,,as I have often, done (being 
fyorn.aad bred up all my younger Days ift 

a veiy^up^uaCow^yi?^ WfiS 1 * 
aWtLtfefe tto$hkig4ash 1^ $oa^«WtfSr^op 

beautiful • 



• A «• 



To und^flap^-da^ fir^. ^ow^r^ba 
tfghtly, it k necdTary to.l^W tfca* 
when thd LUobH-'aia^ve at a certain : A^e,' 
tney are weaned, and put in afeparate 

• • • * • ^ • - - • - 

£locl; by. theipfelyes. The. Ewes are 

put in Folds to be milked. That reci- 
procal 
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Dfcfire which i^e'Etees knit Lambs 
Jiove to be together, make* thfcm blMC 
incdTaritly, and, when ^thin hearing, 
they regularly anfwtfr each other ; thofe 
Sounds the Hills echo back, and fill the 

whole VaIteysJ*or dens (as we call them 

<• ... 

in Scotland) with a very agreeable Noife, 
even .Mufick is fparcely more, agreeable; 
at legft, to me. 

» *• ■ : : 

■ \ • * < ^ | I * 

How exceedfngly fine isthe Defcription 
x>f Difcord, Line 503, 

* Small otbirBlrib dndrifing jvtry HiunJ'&c. 

This is very judicioufly placed where 

the <jhreciaits and Trojans, who were 

-nearly reconciled, , diffefct again* The 

-Colotiring Mts the Nature erf Ddfcdrd, or 

Strife, admirably ; which often arifes 

from 
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from very fmall Beginnings, perhaps from 
•a mter Trifle ; and to what a monftrous 
Height does it fometimfcs growl It re- 
.minds me of what Solomon fays, 






The Beginning of Strife Is like the 
letting in of Water $" 



for if we will make but a fmall Paflage 
for Water to enter at, it will itfelf enlarge 
it fuflicicntly. . Wg have this exprefjivc 
Proverb in Scotland, 

. f € The Mother of M ifchief is no greater 
" than a Midge's Wing/* 



• 



that is, a Gnat's Wing— intimating bow 

* fmall aGircunaftance, how worthlefs and 

incbnfiderable, may occafidn much Coa- 

; . The 



GENUINE LETTERS. 143 

The Moral, on the wholfc is, Avoid 
Strife as much ^s poJfiMe^ and, as the 
Apoftle fays excellently, 

m Seek Peace with all Men." 



9 * 



Adieu, my deareft Nancy ! 

I am 

your faithful Friend, 

J. P. 

V. S. I forgot to remark, to you that 

- » 1 . ...... 9 

the pefcription of the Storm , and Tor- 

■ , . * t 

rents breakingdotfrn the Sides of the Hills, 

in the Twelfth Book of the JEneid, are 

• -j . . . i » . * 
admirably painted. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

Oxford, Dec. 6, 1742. 
My dear Nancy, , 



.J » 



T[ HAD a Letter from you by yefterday*s 

Poft,. which gave me great. Plea* 

fore* 
' * I ftiould 



I ftiotild now Wgin to explain to fou 
the Nature -of the Iliad y the Ody fey y arid 
the Mneidi but I do not krtow if yob 
have yet made any Progrefs in the admi- 
rable Treatife on Epick Poetry, by Mm- 
Juur Bojfu. If you have read, ancf mark- 
ed hijn attentively, I coulcl omit many 
Things, as needlefs, and yet write a 
great deal more, that you would junder- 
ftand and be pleafed with. But this 
would not be proper, before you have 
read that compjeat Tf eatjfe, which un* 
folds the whole Art and Myftery of the 
EpickPoem. 

Mr. *P.ope, I thinks fays, that theJ&ai 

points out the Effefts of Anger*; the 

* * -«• 

Gfyfey thofe of Patience arid ( WHdo|i. 
The Efle&sof Anger *nd Refentttent, are 

fcfli, 
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mfh, t miad, and foolkfli A&ibns, tending 
^> Mifey and T>cft rudicvn. The Effea* 
of Ifetieosi and. long Suffering are. well- 

advifed Adttons, terminating in the Ac- 
complement of our Wiflies and leading 
to Happinefs* Horace, ;who knew 'Man- 
kind as well, perhaps, as any Man, who , 
lived before or finee his Time, (except 
forae few whom we meet in the Holy 
Writings) feys, that f € He who violent* 

9 

ly haftens his Revenge , renders the very 

End he would attain, inefledtual," The 

. , . * •■ 

Iliad ancl Odyjfey are two great Examples 
of the- Truth of this. In the former we 
fee the Rage and Refentment of Achilles 
and Agamemnon fruftrate the very Defign, 

for which they came to Troy ; to wit, 
the Deftrudtipn of the Town. What 
Miferies did they not occafion. ? What 
lpfs of gallant Men ? And Achilles, who 
Vql.U H evea 
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even got the better in die Conteft between 
Kim and Jgamimno* , paid dear for it in 
the Lofk of bis beloved Patricks. What 
though he bad the Sotifa&oon, or rather 
Triumph, af killing Heftor, (a much wor- 
thier "Man than himfelf ) yet that did n6t 
remove his Grief and Mtfery ; for, after 
that, we ftill find him in the Agonies 
of Sorrow ; fo true is it, that even when 
Our 1>iind and maid t)e£res are granted, 
we find ourfelves as far from Happinefe 
as we were before* Again, what did 
the Satisfa&toa of killing HeBor coft 
Kim? 'fothe firft Place, We fee he was 
forced no forego the favage Pfcafure, he 

took in abufing the Body of that illu- 

> - ' • ' ■ . ■ ■ v • * 

ftrious Chief; in fpite of his Teeth, as 

we fay, Jove compelled him to forego it. 

He was^ven obliged to do honour to the 

-Corpfe. 



Gnpfe. Etttthermore * we Ah}; hU; .0901 
feite .waa macfatd to. thut <o& #*£&*> 

4€ would not let hvs^o^tl^r pa& qRIWHlr 

" ged/' ^<#, ap9P*4togfy neb\AcbiUi$ 
at the &**« Gate, and revei^d it home ; 

and, torhis u^rPKg£3f^ m*de him fall 

a$ l$ft by a far lefs worthy Hand than 

that of Heftor. 

I fhall take Notice of this Particular 
more at length, in fome following Let- 

i 

ter._ AU lAa$j4<lft prefent, is, that 
it is true we have not fuch Tfcu&def and 
Lightning, fogecat^ an Eclat, fuehhpld 
Charters, fuoh Force, .tfuph .Gtajndeur 
and Majefty IntheO^yi as ill tktHiad; 
yet^be Arcb x iiJbop of f C<mhray obfctves, 
that the Antieat*, (at leaft the<&eft Judges 
and Criticks of Antiquity) do not give 

Ha the 
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the Iliad the Preference. I fhall not re- 
peat what he fays on that Head, but re- 

• ^ • ♦ ^ 

fer you to his own Words ; they are in 

the Dialogue* des Moris. 

♦ • « • ■ 

Adieu, my dear Nancy, 

a • • 

I am. 

your unfeigned Friend, 

j. p. 



c ' 



LETTER XXXV. 



m * - 



* J ' j Oxford, Dec. 12, 1742 
' My dear,; ' 

XjTEfterday's Poft brought me yours of 
■*■' thfe^th, jto which your Hurry makes 
you leave gut/qofe Words, and tnifpiace 
others ; this I with you to guard againft. 
IX is.tf Npgktt unworthy of you. 

Before 
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Before you proceed in the Iliad, I muft 
beg you to read Bojfuy at lead ibme Chap* 
ters in the Beginning of his admirable 
Treatife. They will give you a proper 
Idea of the Nature arid Plan of this, and 
every other Heroick Poem* There, is 
alfo a fhort Difcourfe on : Epick Poetry 
prefixed to the laft Englifh Translation of 
Telemaque, which is well worth your 
Attention ; though I cannot agree with 
the Writer in preferring Telemaque to 
Homer and VirgiL 

I do not recommend thefe Books, in 
order td make you a nice Critick, but to 
enable you to read fuch Works as the Iliad, 
Odyjfey, JLneid, Paradife Loft and tele- 
machus 9 with greater Pleasure and Profit* 
You may add to the Lift, laJJcfs'Jerufalem, 

H 3 which 
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itfhfch J "Hive Jutf fe'niittted (a fine Fdera 
indeed, atrtt admirably frzhilatetl) and 

RaWfafi, Tr'dviti ef CyrUs, about which 
*fe will talk wte*l cdme to Town. 

There are feveral other Works, fome 
of whiten you have, that will be of" great 
Service towards Foi' thing a true Idea of 
ihofe noble Authors, and HKewlfc of ait 

* 

other kinds of Pbetry ; foeh rfs Afijtbtih 
Art' of Poetry, Rdfconmoti ok trihflatfd 
Ve'rft, Horace, Vida, and the Jb&lLk of j&iicit- 
hinghatrfs Art of Poetry, Rapin'% and Da- 
aePs EiJcoitrjeS on Eloquence and Poetry ', 
t)ry£en% and Tope's t>ifcourfes> Topeh 
, Jri of Griticijm, the moff excellent Arch- 
hijhop ofCam\>ray\ t>ifcourfe m EtoqtieHce, 

4 • 

and the Spectators on, Mtfon. Gmgreve** 

JLrtfrr cot Humour is alfo mod: excellent and 

» • 
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judicious, (bare Dr. Trapp'sDtfcpurfes on 
FixgiL Thefe Writings will give you a 
true Notion of Tragedy, Comedy, Satire, 
raftoral, Ode, Elegy, and Song, as well 
as of Epick Poetry 5 which laft indeed, 
together with Tragedy and Comedy, are 
the three great Species of Poetry. 

I will now fuppofe that you have 
formed, or pecoqured, a right Notion of 
the Nature of an Hereick Poem, and of 
the Aft ion; that it mud be one great, i$» 
tire, marvelous* but not incredible Pieces 
of a juft Length, mftrii&tve and enter- 
taining; I will pcefume likewtfe that yon 
have a Notion of the Characters* Man- 
ners, Sent>mtm; and Di&ioft, apd of the 
ornamental Aid of Figure*, Eplfodes* 
Defcriprions, and Similes or Companions, 

H4 by 
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by Which tbofe Characters and Manners 
are fet off to Advantage, - \ 



► . » 



This being all pre- fuppofed* let us en- 
quire what Homer propofes to do in his 
two matchlefs Poems, and then examine 
the End and Tendency of that Propofi - 
tioa. 

• * * 

We will begin with the Iliad. Mr. Tope 
fays, that the Subject of xkc Iliad is the 
ftorteft, that ever was undertaken, name* 
Jy, the Anger of Achilles. Mr. Dryderi, 
if I am not miftaken, (ays that Virgifo 
Propofition or Subjett, is far preferable 
to the former. The one is the Anger df 
Jcbillesy the other is the Eftabliihmcnt )# 
of a noble Empire, the noblefl> perhaps 
that the World e Yer iaw* 

.. 4. 

Now 



I 
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New I cannot agree altogether either 
xvith Tope or Dry den ; for, in the firfl In* 
fiance ■, it-is not the Anger of Achilles, fim* 
ply confidered, that Homer propofa for th£ 
Bufinefs of his Poem, but the Delays; 
Difappointments, and Calamities, which 
attended the Greeks in Confequence of 

the Anger and Refentment of Achilles* 
This is the Plan which he lays down/ 
and on which he promifes to proceed ; 
and the particular Moral, that naturally 
arifes from it, is the mofl proper and 1 
ufeful that could be offered to his Coun- 
trymen. The Grecians were compofecf 
of many little States ; it was therefore 

their Intereft to be unanimous, and clbfely 

• • • . . 

united, when engaged in £ common* 
Caufe- How apt then was his Moral !i 
He wiflied them to learn that their Safety 

H5 €OIU 
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ttm&ted in their Union, and that Di£ 
cotd and Diflenfibn would be their Ruin ^ 
this: was in the Courfe of Time,. a&ualiy 
ygrifi&k P/Wiijp of Mactdon overthrew 
and enflaved thenv ; and the Means be 
purfued to bring it about, was firft by 
fcwing Diflfenfion among them* and di- 
viding one State from the other. So 
divided, he foynd them an eafy Con* 

queft* The fame Thing hgs happened 
athoufand Times fince^not only in fove- 
leign States and Kingdoms, but even m 
private Families* One oi our Saviour'* 
Tenets, is, iL A Kingdom divided againft 
* itfelf cannot fland ;" and this is the- 
grand Moral, which arifes. out of the 
particular Subject of die Iliad*. 

In the r&xtVMt*, i* ** fcaafidof the 
tendency of the Poert, I dd ottt fet bud 



•%. 
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it ibay be deemed of at great Conference 
*? tiat of the MneU, themgh k may not 
be fo fpecioufly agreeable. The Tendency 
ttf cheone istofliew by wfiatMeans* De- 

* * 

gtees, and worthy QuaKties,. a mighty 
Umpire was founded ; The Tendency 
oSf the other, to point out the Mi&ondu&, 
tbe Vices, and Follies^ by which a great 
Undertaking was ahnoft ruined (and in- 
deed had beefc entirely foy but for an exy 
traordinaiy Accident) and the whole 
Force of Greece overpowered; This lafl! 
is finely as ufeful a Leflon as the firft ; 
and fixi&ly juftifiableinlftw^in-as^muck 
as he propofed to write another Poem* 
wherein he was to dernonftrate the great 
atid good Effc&s of Virtue j fo? fucH i& 
the Purport of the Qdyjfey* 

H6 Ithi 
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I think it is Mr*. Addifon r who fays ] 
that, befide the grand particular Morale 
that arifes out of an Epick Poem, or 
that which the Poet had chiefly in 
view,, there are many others* which coiv- 
tingently refute from the fasble. This fir 
certainly true ; it appears manifeftly in 
Homer ; and perhaps it was as much his 
Intention to fhew thefe, as the great Mo- 
ral above-mentioned* In my enfaing 
Letters I will occalionally mark out fome- 
of thefe, and defcribe what I conjedturc 
to be the great nniverfal Intention, of the 
Author*. At prefent, I fear I havedtired 
you, fi) fliall trouble you no more for two 
or three. Days.. 

Adieu, ma tres chere ! 



LET- 
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9 « 



LETTER XXXVL 

Oxford % Dec. 13, 1743* 
l/tf dear Naticy, 

I HAVE fomfe/few Reiriaf ks to make 
in this. Letter, on the Sixth Book of 
the Iliad % but they are very few. Pope 

has given us fo many fine . Obfervations, 

. • * * • ■ • 

th&t little is left for any other Pen. You 

• * ... 

have alfo contributed to lefien what I 
might have had to fay/ by lending fome 
of your awn, which I am much pleafed 
with. 

• • .♦ r » * f • »* 

-•» . . - • 

The Speech, : which ffeSbr makes tp^ 
his Mothir, is admirable i 



' 1 • A 



Farke*uki$mh«t 9 &/hr(fa * 

Inflaming Wint,ptrnki&HiU Mankind, L 

Unnerva thiMrhbs y and dulh the nobk Mind. \ 

Lit 
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Let Chiefs ahflain % and Jf art tbt /acrid Juiu 
TofprinkL to tttGods, its irttgr Ufi * 
Bymt that holy Offer won proffon% 
lllfiHitmty toitb burnm Goto Mftain y d Y 
To tbt pun Siits thtfe horruiHtmditoraift^ 
Or ojftr Htoro'ns put Ski p*U*t*d Praifi* 

The four laff Lines are peculiarly beat** 

tiful, and conform to that dace of Holy 

t ,» »i •>. - * «ft r ~ * " \ 

Scripture, where David, being a A Man 
of Blood/* was not allowed by (W to 
build him a Temple* 



J K 



.J &•■ till- A » ■ . . « . .f V i 

All that pafles between Belter ana hh 
Wife is beautiful beyond Comparifoa^ 
rfpecially his laft Aep!/; 

Andromache, jnp Stutifar bttttr Party 
ly« btftUsHmti *a* uminhfn^ Dim* 

Futt 
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Fix* d is ilk Terete *Utbe Race of Earth* 
Jndfuob the bard Conditio* of our Birth. 

No Force cM then refi/t % no Flight eentfavet 
All Jink aKMy this fiarful and the brav*. 
No more— but bafttn to thy Tajfa at horn? 
There guide the Spindly and direft the Loom s 
Me Glory fummons to the martial Scene* 
fbe Field of Combat is lie Sphere for Afou 
Where Heroes war 9 theforemofl Pbce I ddtnu* 
The firftin Danger * as the fir ft* in Famt+ 

Ttiroughdat tfirWfotE Work; Ifittor* 

fiety towards God, Ws coi^ugai and 
paternal AfTeAioD, his L6vc to htS GbtfnV 
try, his, filial Duty* and hh Refignatioiv 
to the Witt elf Provniinet* artt (tatoft 
tor a m6ft grter fcws L^ght 

lite f&taKirtftg Cswpttifoft itt tft* 
Seventh Bbok,. 
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As when a general Ddr knife veils the Main* 

{Soft Zephyr curling the wide vtairy Phin 3 ) 
The Waves fearee heave > tie Fttce of Ocean flaps* 
And ajlill Horror Jaddens all the Deeps* 

is inimitably pi&ufefque ; but you will 
fay you never law fuch a Scene in your 
Life, and much of the Beauty is thereby 
loft. 

I will only mention one more favourite 
Paflage of mine, in the Eighth Book, 
and fubjoin a Tranfcript of fome few 
Verfes of lfaiah y which it is worth your 
while to compare with it* 

• * • « # 

Full Hecatombs lay burning on the Short, 
Vhe Winds to Heav'n the' curling Vapours here j. 
Ungrateful Offering to th 9 immortal Pow'rs ! 
Wbpfe Wrath hung heavy o'er the Trojan Tow'rs ; 
Nor Pf-famy nor his Sons obtained their Grace r 
Proud Troy they haUd y and her guilty Race. 

* > Haiah- 
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Ifaiah, Chapw i. u To what purpofe 
** is the Multitude of your Sacrifices unto 
" me*? faitli the CoriL I am* full of the 
" burnt Offerings of Rams, &c. M 






When ye come to appear ^before me, 
* wjio Jiathxe<juived*his at your E[aad&, 
" to tread my Courts ?" ; 

u Bring no more vain Oblations, &c.-* 

" Your t n?w Moons, and your ap- 

*' pointed Feafts my Jkrol hateth ; they 

" are a Trouble to me; I am weary to 

" bear thefti/* v ' r v ) . : '"■ 

. • » > 

What a SmUitucfc betweeA tHe' Poet, 

and the Prbphirt ! - ^ 

I am, my. dear Nancy, 

. .> :• .• :: : fe>Qtre, .... 

** . «• */ r J*. *• 

LET- 



1 
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h E T T i R, XXXVIL 



• •> i . » 



Ox for J, l!)ec. i6 J , 1742, 
My derfr Nancy* 

# - * 

BY yefterdaj^* Pott, I received yours 
of the 14th, but cannot mtrcfieem- 
•mead the Writing. I do not defire you 

to write me, when you are* in *fo veTy 

1 • ■ • • * 

great a Hurry r rather put it off, till you 
$ave 'more Leifbre. 



4 



I flxall not trouble you with a long; 
Letter of Particular* at prefer^ but. give 
you my Opinion of the Jliad in general. 

Befide the great Moral thereof, there 
are «aay other Things which the Con- 
Hud of the Poem was meant to fet forth. 

We 



We are {hewn the ill Effe&t of unlaw- 
ful Love, vain Glory, Pride, Injuftice, 
fereach of Faith, Diffimtilation, Cowar- 
dice, Covetoufnefs, &c\ for Inftance, in 
Paris, Agamemnon, Aftus, Vardarus y Do* 
Ion, and many others* Hence as the 
particular Intent of this wonderful Poem, 
is to (hew the fatal Confluences of Dif- 
fenfion and Anger among Princes, fo 
th€ main and gefterttl Deflgp fttm* Cal- 
culated to point out the bad Effetfs of 
-mi^dv^ned PafSon* arid Appetites in all 
IV&rikiAd j to fet forth, that our giving 
iefy to them leads into Sb> that one 
Sa lead* itim Mother, and rfw \titofe 
mtoMifery and Puiuflunent. 

The great Morfcl arifing from it; i^ 
(to give it you in the Greek) 

Atoc 



\ 

/ 
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Aiog & STiXtitto BaXij* 

• ■ • 

that is to fay, " So the Counfel of the 
Gods was perfe&ed, or fulfilled*" This 
is the very Beginning of the Iliad, and 
Mr. Pope has tranflated it, 

Such was thifov'riig* Will % and fucb the D$<m 
*/*Jove. 

But Homer is much (hotter, more Am- 
ple, and fublime ; for B*Xiy does not only 
fignify fFtllf but Counfel y and wife Deter- 
mination ; hereby teaching us that Mifery 
is the Confequence of ill-governed Paf- 

fions; and according to the Hated Nature 

« 

of Things, it muft be fo. How agree- 
able is this to the Spirit of the facred 
.Scriptures, where it is faid, 

« The 
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u The Counfel of the Lord endureth 
** forever, but the Counfel of the wicked 
fliall be brought to nought."' • .• 



<t 



I was very well pleafed the other Day 
when I found the above Sentence called, 
in Pope's Notes, the grand Moral of the 
Poem; for, in Truth, though I had al- 
ways thought fo, I did not know that 
any ope had faid it. 

Adieu, my dear ! 

!.' J. p. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

« 

Oxford, Dec. 17, 17 42. 
My dear Nancy, ^ * 

■ 

I Wrote to you yefterday, and having ] 
now a leifure Afternoon, I &all con- 

tmue the, fame Subject* 

~ " Homer 



• •» 



« , «' 
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Mmtr fliews ub there, k Ajnecef&uy 
natutai Cotmd&km between giving way 
to our inordinate Appetites and Alec- 

tions, and tranfgreffing our Duty to God 
and Man; and thence a confequential 
Tendency to Mifery and Puniihment. It 

. I *^ • > Km • i 

is }n this. Senfc that one of the minor 
Prophets fays, " Is. there Evil in the 
City, and the Lord hath not done it ?" 
teaching us thereby that no Mifchief or 
Evil befalls an impious City or People, 
but what happens by the wife Counfel 
and Will of God, 



TJicj* aj9 ^o/Wyys, whereby the 
great Author of the Iliad Jfow* us ..the 
Conn^ion between Mifery and Sin* agd 
bettyeen Sin. and Uiprdinate, Affeftioni* 
The one is, the »a,t^ C$^e$ion, we 

have 
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hpm before obferved; the other, the 
frnittfdtaie Vengeance of <3ott proceed* 
ing feam.&is DHf>kofttre» Of thefowe 
find Inftances without Number, both m 
Homer and the Holy Writings : for JEx- 
ample, the plagues pf Mgypt ane focti a 
tiredy Parallel, that, one Kvpuld aimoft 
fwear Hmner had copied from Mofirs* 
Pvpe and Madame Dacier have obferved, 
that -the Gradation of Poniflunents re* 
Iftftd hf Mdfes, 10 imitated by the other ; 
apd itft both, the long Suffering and 
Goodirtfe of QqA U /rema* kable. In the 
/Mrfirft the Qogvifecfl the Fowls of 
the Mr,, thep theOittlc, tWWy, the Reo* 

• ■ 

pie tfoarfetoep >w«e . frajctan with t% 
Darts of ^ifc* in the Scripture, the 

Lipe, the Lpwfts, tjic Flies, &c. pre* 

* ■ 

Pfdfl4 the cutting off the firft-born. But 

I need 
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I need not fay more on this Head, only 
refer to thj& PMfcges ; and indeed many* 
other Poets,' as wdl: aa JKwwr, abound 
with Examples of this Kind. 

.. The next Thing to be pointed ! qut, 
my deaf/ is, ho w< admirably' thd-Gfeek 
Poet has made inordinate. Attentions be- 
get Offences to God, and Injuries to 
Man; and how naturally and clemrlyUie 
has made Miferies and <Puflifhme&ts «rife 
out of the former. *•«■ BuC I will not 'de- 
tain you longer now, than to with you 
Health Ind Happiiaefs ; i and that* you 
may improve* Ithefe ThiftgsV nbktfefc to 
yiur: Advantage v than to your 'Pleafure. 
' , . Adieu, my dear JCancy , 
> . . • • t am always yours, 

i- l - LET. 
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. LETTER XXXIX. . 

1 
« • 

Oxford, D<c. ti, 1742* 

V 

My dear, 

T Wrote you on Friday the 17th, and 

thought I might poffibly hear from. 

you on Sunday, but perhaps my Letter 

did not come Time enough to your Hand* 

Mr, Tope hasobferved, that, through. 

the Iliad, Homer has, in a Manner, made 
every thing done by Divine Providence. 
Some Deity always affifts the Hero whor 

gets the better, except Ajax alone. When 
He&or breaks through the Grecian Wall, 
and fets fire to their Ships, Jupiter af- 
fifts him. When he is killed, Jupiter 
Vol.L I has 
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has abandoned him, and Pallas ajfllfts 
AcbiUes. In a Word, in all Encoun- 
ters, and. in £1 Adions, where any 
Point is to be gained by Valour, Cou- 
rage* or Wifdom, the fupreme Power 
affifts ; in Defeat and Difappointment, 
that P6w^rrdefertis thenar How. con- 
formable. ftUl to the holy Writings, 
where* God is fatd, " To put Wifdonr 
into the Hfctat, .to ftifengthen it ?' l and 
on the contrary, u To make blind, and 
to harder* the Heart/' 

' Virgil : hast oftca &&> that fuch and 
foch- ^n Event came < about by Chance, 
by the VictflijtudeNo£ Fortune^ andiby the 
Instability of human: AfiSwcs * Perhaps he- 
meant the \ fame, with : Hotter, . (fince ilie 
has often t mentionedthe;Fates, ot Decrees 

of 
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<*f tie Gbife itf'Wty'c*{>refi'"7$^jp 
though his Meaning is not ftr ctearty 
pointed ; bur Homer is pecaiiirly ftridfc 
in his Expreffions, for he always makes 
th«' Will or Counfel of the Supreme to 
be the Difpofer of every thing ; by which 
wfe may learn what ff woAfiy S^ttftitehts 

he 'had' of the' trtfe 'Gdd; and that' alf 
Things muft be regelated b/'his J wi£ 

Counfel, howfoever they may appear 
mere Chance to us % who, by reafon 

of our human Blindnefs and Weaknefs, 

can neither fofefee noT avoid Thoufands 

of Events, that fall out evaryDay'-and 
-every Hour* 

This, perhaps,' yotr'will reckon a 
DUgrefiton* and it is fo ; bar It open » 

I z the 
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the Way to what I . fliall write you in, 
my nexti 

• " I am, my dear Nancy, • 
. your real Friend, 

j. p.- 

• • • -. » _ . , 

« «... 

P, S. After writing the above, I have, 
received yours, and fhall anfwer it to- 
morrow or next Day. 



LET T E R XL. 

i .... i • 

Oxfordy Dec. 22, 1742. 
Pear JNancy, . s .;. 

HOMER's Intention, as I have ob- 
ferved before, is to Ihew us that 
inordinate Affections lead to Sin, and 
Sin to Mifery*, He gives us a hundred 

.- , ' , Inftances 
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Inftanees to prove this, but the chief is, 
The Wrath of Achilles *• 

Befide the Inftanees' themfelves, the 
beautiful Order and natural Connec- 
tion, in which he difpofes them, fully 
illuftratfc his Proposition ; and, from the 
whole Tenor of his Story, this Conclu- 
fion naturally arifes, that the Counfeland 
wife Difpofition of God is fulfilled in 
every- thing* Mr. Pope has (hewed * this 
in-hisf Notes on many particular Paflages 

throughout the Iliad; but if we take 
a' ftiort View of the Fable or Story, 



• The great Dcfign and Tendency of the Iliad 
is repeatedly fet forth and illuflrated by Mr. Pref- 
Hm ; yet I cannot prefume it was through Inadver- 
tency to what he had once faid ; ir was certainly his 
Intention fotodo, in order to make a ftrong and 
lifting Impreffionon his Pupil's Mind* 

I 3 we 
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we ihall then fee it in the ckareft 

Light. 

Though the Author .begins with the 
Wr&h j>f .4c&lks> .yet, ill the GcftMfe of 
jas.Wpsks* Jie.^feesjieaie tP^ihfivjr w 
$e §9ftrce of all . j&e ^ferta TObfchhe 
Jyjs .^iqfed r ta Jiis «pft Admirable 

:^«y £«»** ^{wft -«f *«pfitf t%«d> 

perhaps as amorous as himfelf. Her 

tHu&aod, iwho had hofpkably lenter- 

.$ned hijp,. wheats. th^U^ge. i h« a&s.the 

Affiftance of his Friends, and the neigh- 

bouring States* They .fail to \ftoft de* 

fkojr 
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-ftroy the Country, and, at laft, : fit down 

. before the Town. The Daughter 'to the 

. Prieft of Apollo was made a Captive. 

.Her Father goes to redeem her. Aga- 

<memnon tefufes his moft juft Suit, 

.threatens .and ill-treats htm. ThePrieft 

.complains to his^God, who fends Pteguss 

iirftupon the .Grecian* Cattle, -thea i^pen 

the People. The Caufes hereof are en- 

v quired; the Prophet is afraid of the 

King, but being Mured . of Prote&ion 

Uom Achilles, proclaims aloud the Caufe 

, of the Pifpkafure of Heaven* jfgx- 
mernnon infults him. Hereupon a Conr 
teft enfues r bttwtcn Agamemnon dxid Ac&ti- 
Jes f wherein they ill-treat each other. 
Agamemnon threatens to take Aeh8k$'% 
•Captive^ Mrifeis, from hka, <*nd*&»ali|r 
idoes-at^ «n which JchHUs -sefcife* zq 

1 4 fight 
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,fight for the Grecians. •• The Trcjans ob- 
tain many Advantages by this Refufal. 
.A Dud is firopofed by Paris,- and ac- 
cepted on the Terms propofed. Mene- 
Jaus is treacheroufly wounded; *The 
: Trojans refufe to reftore Helen, or ftand to 
the Terms agreed on ; and though Priam 
was certainly of the fame Opinion with 
'Anienor, that flie ought to be given up, 
: yet, through Indulgence to his -Son, he 
'fubfcribes to a Breach of the Agreement. 
Hereupon Battle on Battle enfues. Both 
' Greeks and Trojans are miferably deftroy- 
~ed ; and consequently many Proofs are 
-jgiven of Courage, Wifdom, Piety, Con- 
stancy, Patience, Friendfhip, and Com- 
: j>afSon, as alfo of Cowardice, Raftinefs, 
"Bfutalky, Vanity, Cruelty,, and almoft 
t>f all Vktues and Vices. The feVeral 

Incidents 
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Incidents are managed with great Ad- 
iirefs. Honourable* Enibatfies are fent to 
Achilles to return to the Service of the 
Greeks. He is inexorable till Eteftor kills 
his Friend. This gets the better of his 
Refolutions ; he returns to the Fight, from 
a Principle of Revenge, and kills Heftor. 

Adieu* 

J. P. 



LETTER. XLL 

» ... 

' : V : Oxford, Dec. 26, 1742. 

^ My 'dear/ ^ * . 

* * *. 

■ my laft I gave you a ihdrt Sum- 
mary of Argument of the whole Fa- 
ble 6f ' the" Iliad; which is fo nicely 
conne&ed, one Incident or Circumftance 
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♦ * 

fp paturally and orderly deposing on anq^ 
ther, jhat eaqh ,Part frvrcs- to ftrengtfje$ 
aqd illuftrate tjie ojhejr^ apd $e ,whole 

firfl ^Propofition, to wit, that {he Wrath 
of Achilles pccaiiqned many and grievous 
Miferies to tj*e Greeks. ^Jence we are- 
taught, that Strife and Difiention, as I 
have obferved before, are the certain Ruin 
of atiy common Caufe, State, Kingdom,, 
or Family; that inordinate AffeSions 
lead to Vice ; that Vice jpq^fe* in its 
Courfe, infomuch that one Sb, if I may 
be allowed $p g^tfion* begets ano» 
ther; and confequently, fueh^ejfo^ a» 

come gradually degenerate, fall from bad 
<o wfifife, till Af7 jk k^wnfeTy gli^K 
ged in Guil.t: and Unhappinefs, . 



Maker fcews usilfo, that the Wwh 
trf God hangs over the Head of thfe 
wicked, whether a Nation, King, or 
private Perfon. God fends his Judg- 
ments aipon them, withdraws his ftffif- 
tance, fights againft them, tenets judi- 
cial Blindnefs and Hardnefs of Heart 
upon them, and aflift$ their Enemies to 
overthrow them ; who, in executing 
die fecret Will of Heaven, are them- 
felves, fometimes, guilty of the fame 
Crimes he made them the Inftruments to 
puniih, and anfe, m their Turn, chaf- 
tized* 

On the other Hand, Jie ihews ho^r 
much good Men, engaged in 3 rigH- 
teous Caufe, are favoured by Heaven # 
The Way to obtain this Favour he peini^ 

1 6 out 
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jfctttf to be by fupf$catin|£ „atod ferving 
rGod, aid the; Return 1 to be. made by 
Thanfcfulnefs andPsaiie* 

» 

In my next I fhall . ill uft rate all this 
from the Summary of the Poet's Fable- 

' r 4 - » * 

** * J ' . 

• I am, my dear Nancy, 

• • • ' ' ydflr aSiaiboaK FriencT, 

■■•■■' : - ■ J, P. 

LETTER XLIL 

> . .' - Oxford, Dee. 2 9* 1 742;. 
My dear Nancy,, 
<_ Received your Letter written on Chriff- 
X mas-Diay, and wrote to you the Day 
after thk Date, but I had fealed mine 
before yours came to harid^ fo did not 
chufe to open iu 

I told 
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JPari$.v?f& a .Jprjg^ 8qn, /fe/w^tQgecii, 

two of *h e handfpmeft fer£>n? in the 
known World. Horper would teach u$ 
herein that handfome Men and Women 

a?eifu)$s& to muc&greater Ipcanrenien* 
yes of xh\s Jkiqd, jthp 9 ^th^. Such a 
tyfcn Jha$.gr,e# Advantage* .over the fyir 
$gc, ^diuiclj Woipep a,ce .more liable *q 

??****& fnd^I^gef of having their 
ty[or$k fppijed \>y /affp JSuggeftiojw of ia r 
ttjg^gjfcn ; who never f$, when J^ey 
meet with a Woman of Virtue, to endea- 

» - \ . • ' 

vour to reafon her out of it, before they 
can tope for Succefv Not half fo much 
Pains^hotidiftarily taken on Women who 
are but homefy ; : afid we fee daily that 
more fine Women aire ruined, than others. 



1 j 



} ffomer<kofe t {ai his:Rurpofe iwo Per* 

&i*9 of fijdi exalted Ckqrittipn, f^I^ghly 

bred, 
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bred, alike poflefied of fome Virtues, and 
yet made the Crime very black for the 
following Reafons : 

• Haci they been Perfons of mean- De- 
gree-, or abandoned Principles, they would 
not have made fo deep an Impreffion on 

bur Mmds^ nor fliould we have had 

...» » 

that 1 Care or Concern, arleaft, not that 
'Pity for them, which, in the* prcfent 

• « - • f i r % r . 

Cafe, we feel every now and then, to 
return upon us. 

Jf P*m had been a downright Ruffian* 
and . Helen - * low, difiplute, Wretcjj, they 
could .not have been of ^ny Ufe .to: the 
Poet then, or to. us now. What can be 
learned from two People quite funk in 
Debauchery >; <BUt:."iihefe f t&bugh ^Bad 
enough, h^d yet great Hemopfes ; at leaft 

Helen ; 
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Helen; and Paris was not a Ruffian, 
though he was a Seducer. Now where 
fome good Qualities are mixed with bad, 
where Virtue and Sin ftruggle together, 
and fometimes Honour, fometimes natu- 

ra? Frailty, gets the better, the Poet can 

• > • ■ 

ihew Human-kind as it is, and place it 

in a very inftru&ive Light; otherwife, 

« • 

he cannot. 



' r , . 



It was abfolutely neceflary to make the 
Crime very provoking, and the Perfon 
injured of a very diftinguiftied Character, 
elfe the Poet could not," with any due 
Probability, have brought all Greece to- 
gether in Arms, to revenge the Injury. 

rHad Helen been a .Perfon of mean De- 

. • . * 

gree, JCings and Princes, would not have 
.leagued together to refent her. Hufband*s 

Wrongs j 
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, Wrongs ; had- the Injroy. been; flight, it 

«ottld ^&Qt' have -borne 3-,Queitrel; mor 
,CQ\*ld Ifymerhawt vindicated his Greeks, 
whom he is fo'fond of, <nor the Gods 
.tbemfelves, had be built his beautiful 
Poem on a 'flight Event. Again , if Paris 
J^d Ijeen of lowEstra&kw, whom could 

the.Greeks%ht*gainft? Not ,#;#•-- for 
the whole State and their Allies could 
not have engaged in the Defence of one 
who-was Ws*.then-a*King*sHSon. 'Innhj? 
one -Cafe, Homer c€^\d not have bad his 
£5*eeks to fight, jin the .other, he <*eold 
**ot have hald^he''Ti:c5aB»to :l fightaga!nft. 
"On tbe^w^le, therefore, -I 4 hope- you* will 
4groe ^ with me, that the Bard was meft 
jiidick^us in^chufingLtwo:Perfons of gnat 
©iftia&ion, of great 'Beauty, <aod guilty 
aOf a -great ' Grime, to :be the Originafa, 

whereon 
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"vfaeceon to - foufid his excellent * moral 

J., P. 



LETTER XLIII. 

Oxford, Jan. 25, 1742-3. 
i 9dy dear, 

IHave the Pleafure # of yours of the 

,22d, and am, very .glad, to hear yo\i 

are in good "Healtju } pre(upie bpth 

your Aunt and Mother are well, fince 

you mention nothing to the contrary. 

■It, would be very agreeable to *me that 
you write of; the. Qttyffey. Xaxu laft Let- 
ter on Horner was of the 14th of Decern- 
£er; fo that Correfpondence has been 

long 
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long fufpended* In toy next I {hall re- 
fume my Obfervations on the Iltafa but 

fliall now contract them as much as 

poflfible, there being many Things 
in Mr. Pope's Remarks, which anti- 



cipate what I fliould otherwife have 
obferved.' 



I did indeed expe£ a longer Letter 
from you, at. leaft .two or .three fliQtt 
ones— a /Method that I Ihall . purfiie 
hereafter. Nothing damps the Spirit, 

wherewith a* Correfpondence fhould be 

« * . 

kept alive, fo much as negleSing to 
write a little, becaufe you have not 
.Leifurc for a great deal. ' l Remember 
this Maxim, and purfue it. ' 



My 
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My humble Service, and believe me 
to be, my dear little Angel, 

Your fincere Friend, . 



LETTER XLIV. 

Oxon. Jan. 26, .1742-3, * * 

My dear Nancy, 

- * » ' 

* * * _ 

T^Urfuant to my Promife- of yefter- 
■*■ day, I fit down to give you only. 
a Ihort Letter, I now return to- 
Homer. 

* 

I would have you read over my for- 
mer Obfervations on this Subjed, when* 
you perufe this Letter. In the tenth 

Year of the War between the two Na- 

- .» • .. - 

tions, we have feen the Greeks fit down 

before 
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before Troy. Honor's Poem' begfflfe bete, < 
and the Circumfafife Wttertttitfr ftfc open*' j 
it, is i the Oiffthtffcta 1 whfch happens be- 
twtefft 1 Agamemnon and Achilles. This fa- 
tal Difference had almoft ruined the 

i 

Greeks. It arofe, you remember, from 
AgamentriohH-lLztffiiX 1 to accept Ranfora 
for the Prieft of Apollo's Daughter, only 
b^caufe he loved* her better than his own 
Wife, He affronts the Prieft, abufes 
and threatens the Augbr Catchas, calling 

him a falfe Interpreter of the- Will of 
Heaven. Hereupon a Quarrel arifes be- 
tween the King and Achilles. They infult 
and- defy each other, till, in thfc £hdy *Aga- 
menrnon takes fronvhin^his Capttvfr2>(/*tf. 

What we have to remark on this 

* • * * 

Event is well worth Notice : we fee Ag *- 

.* * 

mernnon 
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memnon fall into the very Crime which 
he came to revenge. How highly na- 
tural \ There is nothing more common 
in ordinary Life* than- to-ftumble into the 
fame Faults and Errors, for which • we 
condemn others* How blind and par- 
tial are we to ourfelves ! How quick- 

lighted -to thofe around us I Both Men 
and Women are equally culpable in 
this Refped. You remember Congreve'% 

Amoret, 

She lows -her/elf, ytt other* hatrt* 
Fir that whkb in htrfelf.flu frizts. 

Adieu, ma- tres ehere<! 



LET- 
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LETTER XLV. 

♦ • * 

Oxford, Jan. i j > 1742-3. 
My de&r, ' 

• - * 

'TPHOSE. human Frailties I was upon 
in my laft, Partiality to ourfelves 
and Uncharitablcnefs to our Neigh- 
bour, are the Caufes of more than half 

the Mifchief that happens in the World. 

# 
Hence it was, that our Saviour perpe- 
tually preached the Non-Refentment and 
Forgivenefs of Offences. Nothing can 
fo much contribute-to the Peace of Man- 
k&dr To return to Homer* 



1 i 4 



We fee this inordinate AfFe&ion in 
Agamemnon betrayed him into Paffion, 

Iludenefs, and Injuftice; and theie 

brought 
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brought on Mifery. What Intuits did 
he "not .undergo ? What flinging . Re- 
proaches did he >not endure? T<x what 
Grief, Shame, and Repentance, was he 
not expofed ? In what Calamities did he 

not involve his Army? How was he 

« i^ . . 

conftrained to court and fue to Achilla ? 
And how were his Supplications reject- 
ed, and his Proffers fcorned ? Here is a 

natural Connection between his Crime. 
and the fad Effe&s of it, 

Obferve likewife, his Crime was not 

only punifhed in its own Cohfequences, 

but by the abfolute Interpofition of Hea- 

■ * . ,- ' • 

ven. The Plague is fent : upon the 

Greeks, and Burials are heaped on Bu- 

rials* This is exactly conformable to 

ft 

what our holy Religion teaches ; name- 
ly, tftat q&£ Ski jftturally dfawS on ano- 
Vol,* I. K thfcr, 






194 GENUINE LETTERS. 

thet, and that the End and Wages of 
Sihj' are Death of Mifery* Befide this 
inherent " Punifhment, God fometimes 
fends immediate Vengeance, Being ef- 
fentially merciful, he begins with milder 
Judgments ; but upon Obftinacy and 
Impenitence he pours forth the Fullnefs 

of his Wrath. In Pope's Notes, you 
fee the Conformity of the Procedure in 
this Plague, to that inflated on Pharaoh. 

It is obfervable, that Agamemnon fell 
into a Crime of the fame Nature with 
that of Paris, but not near fo heinous 
in Degree: the Punifhments therefore 
were only proportionable. Troy was ut- 
terly deftroyed, for the atrocious Crime 
of that People, and their obftkiate Coo* 
tinuance in it* The Greeks fuffeped fe- 

verely, 
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verely, but were not deftroyed ; for-as- 
much as their Crime, or Perfeverance 
therein, was not fo flagrant. : 

We gather alfo from this excellent 
Poem, that People are oft involved in 

* # « 

the Vices and Punilhments of their 
Princes. A wicked King is not only a ' 

Plague in himfelf to his Subjedts, bur, 
in his Sins, he calls down Judgments 
upon them. This is confirmed in the 
Scriptures, as wfcll as m Homer. For in- 
ftance, in the 2d Book of Kings, Chap* 
xxiv. we read^ 



r. . , 

" Surely at the Commandment of the' 
44 Lord came this upon Juddh, to remove 
«thefh 3 out of his' Sight, for the Sihs bf > 
* ManaJJeh, Ttecdrding to all that he did/' •' 

'• : K a " And 
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" And alfo for the innocent Blood 
" that lie Aed, (for he filled Jerufatm 
" with innocent Blood) /which t^e :Lari 
" would not pardon/' 



I «* 14 'Ji 



The holy Writings teach us thatChil- 
dren are punifhed for the Faults of their 
Parents, Homer fliews us the fame. 

We ofrtin fee 'Children unaccountably 
(a* far as Appearance gtfes) involved in 
the Favflts of thai? Parents, and fuffering 
on thdr Account ; it appears ftrange, at 
firft, but on due Reflection, we muft al- 
low there is nothing more natural, in the 
common Courfe of Things, than that 
the Sins of a Parent fhould fall heavy 
on a Child. . There is fueh a .Connec- 
tion between rtihfqij jt&e oa^ia fo much a 

* : Part 
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Part of the other, that this Confequenoe 
can hardly be avoided ; atleaft,.in many 
Inftances. 

ThcScriptures teach us, that God makes 
one People the Inftrument of his Ven- 
geance on another, and again contrary- 
wife* " Upktaim ihali deftroy Jtfanajfeb, 

" and Manafeb Epbraim;" and it isfaid 
to the Pfeople of Ifiraelf 

u You fliaH be a Scourge and a Pfague 
* r to the Heathen that are about yon, 
t€ and they ihall be a 'Scourge to you." 

Nothing can be more natural or more 
juft, with refpedt to two guilty Nations. 
Homer enforces the J&me ; ♦ the Trqjaps 
and Greets are both guilty, but not 

K 3 equally; 
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equally * y they are both punifhed, but not ' 
equally ; only in Proportion to the Size 
and Aggravation of their Crimes, and they 
were made reciprocally the Means of each 
other's Punifhment* Through the whole 
Bible, particularly in the Prophets, and 
more efpeciaHy in Ifaiab and Jeremiah , 
tliis Dodrine is ftrongly inculcated* 

How amazingly great then is- Homer ! 
We find a Heathen, through the Strength 
and Juflnefs of his own Conceptions*, and 
Sentiments* agree almoft in every Point 
with " thq Word of God*' . And by the 
Tenor of the whole, his grande Morale is 
fully evinced ; namely* 

Atog 3r It$Xubtu BaX^. 
" TheCouhfelof Gocl was accomplished." 

«i I wifh 



GENUINE LETTERS. 199 

I wifh you Health and Happinefs. 
Believe me to be, 

My dear Angel, 

your 

J- P. 



1 « 



V ' i 



• • • I • i 



LETTER, £LVI. 

» + 

Oxford, Jan. 28, ij^z* 
My clear Nancy, 

T9L.L let Homer (land dill a while, and 
give you a fhort Defcription of 

Oxford. 

On the Road from London,' we com* 
firft within Sight of the City, at about 
two Miles Diftance, on. the Toprof a 
pretty high Hill, tailed jShoet-&ver*MlI. 
Here we have a View o£ths River, with 

K 4 the 
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the plain Country embanking it, and on 
cither Hand a Range of Hills. The Rl- 
ver below Okferd is called the Thames, 
but at Oxford there are two Rivers, that 
on'theWeft is called the Ifis, that on 
It aft the CherwelL The one comes from ^ 
the North, the other, to wit, Ifi$* hota 
the North -Weft Tliey ro*etit Oxford, 
which ftands in the Point between them,, 
on a little riling Ground, fiyrouoded 
with Rivers and Meadows on thfe Eaft, 

\Veft, inS South, and with fine Cofrn 
Yields on the '" North. Seyond thofe 
Meadows and Rivers are two Tradb 6f 

* pretty high Hills, covered with Plfture, 
Corn, and Woods intermixed. When 
you come within View of the Towj* 
from Shoot-over-Hill, it ftrikes you very * 

- agreeably with a great Number of public 

Build- 



** 
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ings, iuch as Churches, Colleges, Schools, 
the Theatre, Printing-Houfe, Dr. &at~ 
cltffe's Library, j&c. 

. "Juft as ybu enter Oxford from London, 
you crofs t!he Chefwell by a Bridge, thetice 

afcend gradually to the Middle of the 
Town ; then you defcend as gradually, 
till you come to the I/is, over which you 
pafs by feveral Bridges. The many Ca- 
nals, into which thefe two Rivers have 
been cat, have been the Occafion of fo 

many Bridges about Oxford. 

» - * 

Their private Buildings are but ordi- 
nary ; but the great Number 6r public 

Buildi^V th* Squares, Avenues of Trees, 
the -Gterttetas, 'Grottos, 'fine Walks, and 
beautiful Country around* »ake , it * 

K 5 molt 
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. Thfe Ifrtoerjky hefe is ode of the raoft 
famous ia the Work! ; it is a Place for 
^Education in all the liberal Suffices. 
rFor thk Pwpoie, there **e »o Ids than 
ifevinty Colleges, and five or fix Halls, 
where Inftru&ors in thefe reipe<5ive 
Branches refide; namely, for Divinity, 
Logic, Phyfic, Anatomy, Aftronomy, 
Law,. Rhetoric, and Languages* Each 
of thefe Colleges is a Building by itfelf, 
and many of them are very ftately* Each 
is likewife a feparate Society by itfelf f 
governed by its own Laws and Cuftoms, 
under its own particular Charter; and 
the whole, incorporated into one great 
JBodjg, is* called iks Uniyerfity. Hence 
they derive. grefetP^ileges* The City 

* — * ■ 

-of Oxford, is fubjeftto . them :• they fefijd 
Members to Parliament ; «Sd«vety Col- 
lege 
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lege has a particular Founder, as a 
K^g, Queen, or otbef diftinguifhed 
Perfonage. 

Thofe who have built and firft fettled 
Endowments on Colleges, are called the 

« « - *. « 

Founders ; thofe who have left Sums of 
Money, Lands, or Books, fince their 
Foundation, are ftiled Benefa&ors. 

» » - * - * * - , > * * 

The Halls were originally Buildings 
belonging to fome particular. Colleges, 
though feparated from them, and were 
ere&ed for the Conveniency of lodging 
Students, when the Colleges were too 
much crowded ; or for the Reception of 
the Sons of. great Men* who did not 
like to be confined to fiti& College** 
Hours. But now TKihgs are ' altered. 

Some 
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Some of the Halls have been turned into 
Colleges, and others are wholly inde- 
pendent of them. 

You defire, perhaps, to know the Dif- 
ference between thefe Buildings, 

A College is a * Body corporate within 
themfelves, who have a Charter of their 
own*, and can buy and fell* take and en» 
joy by Gift or Legacy, in their own 
Name. The Charter is a Grant from. 

* 

the King. 



i i. 



A Hal! Has one Head or Chief, jn 
the- fame -Titanrief'as a College, and, like 
that, is &Mb<aPa& : of the;Ufciverfity. fc 
Jbaa ifcs bwoiRulctf, Orders,- and Govern- 
JneoV but no Charter^ confequently is 

not 
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not a Body - Cor pome within nfel f . The 
Society poffbfs no Lands nor Rents, . nor 
can they take and enjoy, like a College, 
in their own Name. When any thing 
is given or bequeathed for their UCe> 
they cannot hold it themfelves, but muft 
lodge it in the Univerfity for their 
Ufe. 

' f ' : f * ' ■ * , ' < . * 

: There are many good Schools m £0*- 

don, but not an Univerfity. " TheReafon 

is plain. London is a Place of great Hurry 

arid Bb&iei^ ' full ; 6f TeniptatJons and 

AvocaticmW' ' Oxfitrd is a, 'retired Place, 

fur rounded with Garderis,^Tobds^ Groves, 

» ■ ** 

* Hills, Meadows, and Rivers* 



• 1 • 

4 * - - • * ^ 



Thefe Sams the Mufts haunt y and Phaslus Zwwv 

at lead fo the Poets tell us. 

t\ * Adieu, 
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Adieur ma Charm»tc;jet foyeztoicn 

perfaadee que je fuis tant a vous que 

, vous etes a moh Fakes mes Com- 

plements a Madame votre Mere et 

Tante, ct M. M* 

Le vdtre, 

P. S. I forgot to mention to you the 
public Schools - and Libraries* the fine 
Theatre, the Printing' Houfe* and Mu- 
feum» the Place where the Rarities are 

' kep^ These i** Gfyief 9 t>r Head* & every 
College and Hall* In fyme he is called 
the Majlir, 4n others the Principal, ia 
others the Prwqfi, and in Chwft Church 
he is called the Dean, 






L E T- 
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LETTE R XLVIII. 

Oxon. Feb. 7, 1742-3* 
My dear Naitcy, 

"J TOOK Notice to you fofitterfy, that 
riot alone the' fine' Moral, arid the 
great and important Subjedt of homers 
Poem wiV to be admired j but alfo his 
judicious Manner of conducting it, and 
the Beauty of the whole Contexture of 
his. Fable or Story; wlience it is not 
only . pleafant as well as prdfitabfe, but 

from beihg pleafeint, : it makes a defcffcr 

■ * _ ... .« .' 
Impieffion oa our Memories, and we re- 
colled: it with continual Satisfa<£tioh *. 

■■* - i ' Homir 

" # The Writer feems admirably to have adopttd 
this agreeable Precept in his own Practice, lie 
catches hold of every Opportunity to throw in that 

Simpii- 
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Homer has made ufe of wonderful Stra- 
tagems for this Purpofe. The Enume- 
ration of the Ships, the Names* of the 
Commanders, the geographical Defcrip- 
tion of the feveral Countries they came 
from; the dharadteriftic Diftin&ion of 
the Leaders ; the nice Plot contrived to 
give us an Idea even of the Make and 
Shape of their Perfons, in bringing HeUn 

to 



Simplicity and Playfulnefs, which make Inltruflion 
rooft engaging. A Tribute of thit Kind it paid 
to the Memory of Mr. Savage^ in an elegant 
Latin Inscription, in the Cloiiter of Wtflminfitt 

- Abhey. The Monument is faid to be erefied by 
the Scholars of that Foundation. From this In- 

• fcription I have taken my Motto for this Work, the 
Turn of it being fp immediately adapted to our Tu- 
tor's Di pofition. May I be forgiven, if I here 

-fubjoin the whole,, and prefume to add an humble 
Imitation of it in Englifh, which I have been in- 

; duced to attempt, merely from the Delight I have 
taken in the Original ? 

INSCRIP- 
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. to defqribe them to old Priam ; the en- 
gaging of Paris and Menelaus firft, then 
of Ajax and He 3m, in fingle.. Battle ; 
the manifeft Advantage he gives to Mc- 
nelauSy and a fort of Advantage to Ajax, 

. though not great j the Trojans : breaking 

INSCRIPTION. 

Tu nfiftnt Manor ufque Sefoke, dum Vita maneiat 9 

Mufa nee immemores notfinit eft tut* 
Ipfe L*ci Genius U mctret Amino Amicum^ . 

Et LuBu, Pietae nos propiore firit* 
Not:/cuma]fuerasdo£tofuerafcereLufu % 

: $udit & hgqikoi crudaStoe&a Sofa. 
Chart Senex, Puer hoc te/altem Carmine donat > 

Ingratum Pueri nee Uhi Carmen eriu ' 

I MI TA TION.. 

. While Life remain 'd, our School with.beedfulfye** 

* Didjft thou regard, and thy Iov r d Memory > 

* <So the Male bid*) with ns ftfeH never dye; J 
The very Genius of the Plate complains, •> 
As Friend fbrFriend laments, in mournful Strains, > 

AnA Pi*»fv hnt aorcrravafp« *mr Pains. J 



' How wouldft thou fport with us in learned Play, 
(/ And fage Advice in Wit's light Strains co'avty } 
A Pupil gives this grateful Verfe to thee, 
Not can a Pupil's Vcrfe unwelcome be, ' ' ' * 

the 
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the Truce, wounding Menelaus, and re- 
futing to feftwe /fcfew— All thefe ferve 
to vindicate the Greeks, and afcribe 
Blamfe to the iVojans. 

Gfefctv* that, tfcoiigh feverW of tfle. 
Grecian Heroerhqvt, now: and then, the 
Advahftge ovtfr kettor, ytt he", iff Ms 
Turn, has the Advantage over every one 
of them. This; is, that the Poef may 
give the •gVdaa'r Hetooar w Abdl&f *toho 
is the only Man deigned at laft to con- 
quer Heft&r $ atad nbt fevfen then without 
the AffiftariCe of a Deity; not fill heaven 
had abandoned Hefior. We fee too that 
Hefter, though the fceft Man among all 
the Heroes, either Greek oV TrOjafi, 
ind the Man whdm Jupiter loves for Ks 
Piety and other Virtues, was yet involved 

in 
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in the cpfltfnon Cafeipiity. He fought, 
'tis true, from Lmexd his Country and 
Family, but he fought 1 <jrt the wrong 
Side. How agreeable this to the holy 
Scripture! There we find notional Sius 
drawdown Jiidgmen^ :on fuch particu* 
lar Perfons as are, no Matter by what 
Me^ns, involved therein. 

The Cafe of good old Priam feems to 

be the fame with that of good old Eli. 

* 

Though Priam approved not of his Son 
Paris'* Crime, yet he was indulgent to 
him,^and did pot compel him to, do Juf- 
tice. Herein his Default was parallel 
to that of EIL of whom the Lord fays 
to Samuel* 

; «* I wUJju^^Heijiftcfor ever^for 

" ^e llaiqwty ; w|»icl% &? . ; kqo>vitfh ? ,J>e« 

" caufe 
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'" caufe his Sons made themfelves vile, 
" and he retrained them not., Sam.B. I. 

« C. i. Yer. 13." 

* 1 

It is worth your while to read thi* 
whole Chapter and that preceding it, . 

» . 

In Mr. Pope's Notes you will read 
the feveral Inftances of Homer's Judg- 
ment in the whole fcondudfc of his Story, 

* 

fo I need not repeat them, I fhall men- 
tion only two. 



You know it is a Proof of great Judg- 
ment in a Poet, to fu.it every. Circum- 
ftance with Propriety, and to make his 
Perfonages aft in Charadter. There is 
an' Iriftarice of the former* **vHen Sorter, 
to relieve us -frota ttieT^iry. df ; a*Batt?!e, 

■< -" brings 
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brings in his Heroes in a fort of Parley, 
as that betweeft Glaucus and Diomede, 
to which I refer you. Another Inftance 
is in his fit Difpofal of Time, as Mr. 
Pope has obferved, in that bufy Night, 
which preceded HeZfor's breaking in 
upon the Grecian Inttenchments. 

To illuftrate his Perfons a&ing up to 
Character, confider the Care and Con- 
cern Nefior is in, when the Embaffy fs 

* 

fent to Achilles. You know the Embaf- 
fadors were Ulyjfes, Phanix, and Ajax. 
Obferve their different Characters, their 
different Modes of Behaviour ; the dif- 
ferent Impreffions their Speeches made 

on Achilles, and the diffefent Treatment 

.* •* . . 

he gave them. Again, obferve the dif- 
ferent Demeanour of the Grecian He- 
roes 
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roes on that piglapcholy Nigfc, when 
(as the Poet .cxpffeges it) 

He&or'x Approach in w'ry Wind they hear w 
And He&or'j Fury ev'ry Moment fear. 

All this is worthy to be remarked 
with the utmoft Care* It is admirably 
fine, and proves to what a great De- 
gree Homer has kept up to what the 
Critics call Mokes, the Manners. 

I am, 

my deafeft, 

yours, 

j. p. 

By way of Peftfcript to my Let- 
ter of this Bay, I ihali add a few 
Lines. 

You 
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You fee, through the whole Iliad, 
that the Gods always refufed the Pray- 
ers and Supplications of wicked Men, 
efpecially thofe who continued in their 
wicked Courfes. I need not quote Ex 
amples. We fee the fame verified in 
many Pafiages of the Scripture, and it 
is confirmed by no lefs an Author than 
Our Saviour* 

" Not. every one that faith unto me, 
" Lord, Lord, but he that doeth the 
" Will of my Father that is in Hea- 
" ven." - 

The great Moral of the Iliad wis con- 
firmed by the fad Experience of After- 
times; and one would almoft think 
that Homer had forefeen for Philip of 

Vol* I. L Macedon, 
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Maadorr, as weil as the Kings of Syria 
and iVgfcz* The Romans, after taking 
AdvaOtgge of the Diflenfions that arofe 
among the Greeks, , or of thofe they fow- 
ed ;a»0&g : them, .. thetafelves fell a 
Prey^ to other Nat^aips-at laft; and this * 
will!; cer tajply happen to ,be the Cafe of 
the linked ProvipciRS\on* Time or other* t 
unlefs they continue to be more wife 
and virtuous than any States ever were, 
united ill the* fame Manner as they 
are. 

Now, my de^r, I fliould be glad you 
would let me know what you next wifh 
to converfe about in this Manner, As I 
read Homer- through, I fliall hint to you 

fuch particular Beauties as I occafionally 

meet. 

You 
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You do not tell me whether or no you 
have the little Effay on Epic Poetry 
before your Telemaque. Be fure to write 
me what you like beft in the Od}?jfey 9 
as you read it ; but don't confine your- 
felf to that, and read it only when you 
pleafe. To relifli what we read, and 
profit by it, we fliould fit down to it 
with an Inclination. 

Adieu, ma tres chere Ninnette, et 
foyez perfuadee que je vous aime tant 

que j'aime mes yfcux. 

j. p. 



L 2 LET- 
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LETT E R XLIX. 

Oxon. Feb. 10, 1742-3. 
My dear Nancy, 

I DARE (ay you are. beginning to be 
weary of Homer > as well as you 

love him, and of the many Obfervations 
we have made, therefore we will drop 
him after this and my next Letter — at 
lead for fome Time, and find another 
Subject for our epiftolary Converfation. 

In the mean Time, pleafe to obferve 

that when Achilles was reconciled to Aga- 
memnon > it was not either that his Anger 
was abated, or that the Love of his 
Country or his Countrymen got the bet- 

ter 
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ter of it, but • another Piece of Refent- 
merit and Defire of Revenge got the bet- 
ter of the former, as it was incompati- 
ble with the other. And this new Re- 
fentment of his was ftill more furious 
than the firft, and much more unrea- 
sonable ; for certainly HeStor was in the 

at 

right to kill JPatroclus ; and though Achil- 
les might lament the Death of his Friend, 
yet there was no Reafon for his exer- 
cifing fucH a brutal Paffionagainft a fair 
Enemy. 

* 

You will find this very agreeable to 
the Accounts we have in the Holy Scrip- 
tures of the Difpenfations of God, who 
makes every thing, even the Sins and 

.. • _ 

Follies of People, contribute to advance 
and bring about the Completion of his 

L 3 facred 
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facred Pjurpofes and W*l}» ft {till ferves 
too to illuftrate his grande Morale,. which 
he never lofes .Sight ©f t . '"-.;:.: 

♦ * » • ■ - 

Am? J* hiXitito BtfAif* 

The Jews, when th$y cried outagainft 
our Saviour, Crucify fom y crucify him, 
little dreaded that they \yefe forwarding 
{he Salvation of fylankind ; nor had Ju- 
das zr\y fuch Dejfig* wh^n he b^tra^e^ 
•him^; neither .dijd 4 tbe : High PrictfJcnqw 
the grand Import of his own Wax*!?, 
when he faid, " It was expedient for 
f* one Jtfan to die fpr the People.'* 



Thtjs Providence .puni£b$d the Greeks 
by the.Fiercenefs of Achilles ; and by that 
very Fiercenefs faved them, when re- 
conciled to them. .Many are the In- 

fiances 
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fiances of this Kind in the facred Writ- 
ings* David fays, 

" The Wrath of Man : Ihall turn to 
"> thy Pwtiie, and the Refidue thereof thou 
" fhalt-refeain." 

Another Thing very well worth ob- 

. ferving, « and which is ftill :a ^rreat Proof 

and Illuftration of the Truth -of the-abo V.e 

Moral, is this : Homer never brings any 

-great -Ev&t to fcear, -any f6rt*nate -A&. 

• to be performed, or noble Virtue exef- 



cifed, Without the Alfiftance of a divitfe 
Power. When his Heroes fail, it is be- 
- caufe the'Gfl&havefor&lcen them. Do they 
-fueceed? It is becaufe the&wfrafre^witii 
them.* Do they a& prudently? The Gois 
infpire them. Do they *a fooUlMy ? 

L 4 It 
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The Gods blind them. But then it is 
as obfervable, that this is the Refult of 
their own Condu& and Principles. 
There is a Something in their Minds 
which renders them either dear or de- 
teftable to the Deities. This is agree- 
able to the whole Tenour of the Old 
Teftament, as you may read in an hun- 
dred Inftances of the Kings of Ifrael, 
Juda, Syria, &c. &c. 



Laftly, you fee the Means of ac- 
quiring the Favour of the Supreme was, 
, next to a virtuous Life, befpeaking him 
by Prayer. This is the Practice of all 
Homer's great Men ; and the Succefs of 
their Undertakings was always accom- 
panied with Sacrifices of Praife and 
Thankfgiving. This was underftood to 

be 
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be an indifpcnfable Return of Duty and 
Gratitude to the Gods. When Heftor 
efcapes fafe from : Diomede, the latter 
cries out, 

Once mere thank Phoebus /*r thy forfeit Breathy 
Well by Apollo are thy Prafrs repaid. 

And Jupiter fays, in more Places than one, 
when fpeaking in Heftor's Favour, " That 

" he had offered many Sacrifices to the 



€C Deities. " 

Thus as thefe Heroes imputed the 
Efcape of their Enemies to fome God, 
fo when they exprefled their Hopes of 

getting the better of them, they are fre- 
quently accuftomed to fay, " If fuch or 
" fuch a God affift me." Herein they 
conformed to the Phrafe in Scripture ; 
« They did not put their Truft in their 

L 5 " own 
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" Qwn Swords or Bows/* Virgil has 
given us an Inftance o£ an Hero, 'tis 

{rug, who (§d P^t his Truft in his own 
Strength* I mean Mezentius* " My 
" own right Hand (fays he) is my Qod, 
u and the Dart I am going to throw." 
But Virgil took Care beforehand to re* 
prefent him a moft impious Wretch, and 
a Tyr^st, a,nd makes his End fuitabie to 
his bad Chara&er. 

Now, my dear, fearing Ihave foffici- 
ently jtired you, I will add no more, but 

that I am 

-»- < « 

your faithful 

* * 

and mod: afieftionate Friend, 

j.p.. 



LET- 
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LETTER L. 

Oxon. Feb. 11, 1742*^ 

^TPHIS fubfequent Letter rtlay toaoie 
properly be ftiled a Poftfcript to 
to the foregoing; wherein I forgot to 
-obferve to you, that when the Pttfpoie 
of Heaven was fulfilled by the Itefent- 
ment of Achilles againft Heflor, the for- 
mer was checked in his Career before 
the half of his Refentment was fatisfied. 
He had doomed the Body of HeSor to 
be without Burial and funeral Honours ; 
to be left a Prey to Dogs arid Vultures ; 
but Jove and the other Gods would not 
permit that. Hettor was dear to them 
on Account of his Piety. Jove would 

L 6 have 
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have him buried honourably, and Ahil- 
les was obliged to let go his Hold. 
Herein the Refidue of. his Wrath was 
refrained, Heaven having no further 
TJfe for it ; and herein alfo is verified 
another Pafiage in Scripture, 

. tc Precious, in the Sight of the Lord 
" is the Death of his Saints." Pf, cxvu 
Ver. 15. 

I am, ^ 

my dear Nancy, 

eVer yours, 



j. p. 



L ET- 
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LETTER LI. 

Oxon. Feb. 12, 1742-3. 
My dear, 

T SAID, in a former Letter, that I had 
done with Homer 9 but I find I have 
not. 

In order to make his Morals, or the 
Application of his Dodtrine, relifli bet- 
ter, he has beautifully diverfified his Story. 
He has introduced many Epifodes that 
are very delightful : for Example, that 
which GlaUcus tells to Diomedei, that 
which Phoenix tells to Achilles, that which 
Nefor relates, and many others. Ob- 
ferve too, they are always told in a 

proper 
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proper Place, and always recommend 
fome Virtue, or arraign fome Vice. 

Many of his Epifodes and other Sto- 
ries have alfo the fame Tendency with 
the great Defign ; that is to fay, to fliew 
the ill Effe&s of Divifion, Refentment, 
and obftinate Revenge, particularly that 
of Pbanix to Achilles ; or to Ihew us 
that inordinate Lufts, Affedtions, or Ap* 

petites, lead to Sin and Mifery ; or to il- 
luftrate the grttnde Morale] " That God's 
" WiH muft be accomplished, and -his 

" Counfel muft (land.** And by conti- 
nually mixing thefe "Stories in his Wort, 
he calls up our Attention to the great 
Purpofe of it. 

Befides this great Purpofe, he gives 
us occafional Precepts ; Inftances of what 

is 
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is fit, decent, prudent, and of their Con- 
traries. He fees before our Eyes many 
beautiful and ufeful Things in Nature, 
as of the Heavens, the Earth, rural 
Labours, Winter, Summer, Harveft, 
Rocks, Mountains, Rivers, Seas, &fr* 
as likewife of artificialThings, name- 
ly, of War, Peace, Commerce, 6fa 
But I refer you ta what Mr. Tope has 
faid hereon. 

The laft Thing that I ihall defire you 
to obferve, is this. Though the main 
D6fl£n of the Mad is to ftiew us that Mi- 
fery flows from Sin, and Sin from un- 
bridled Appetites, yet he therein pre- 
fents us with many Inftances of Happi- 

• * 

nefe and L Succef& flowing from doing our 
Dtity ; and contrary- wife in the Odyjey, 

though 
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_ • * _ 

though the. main Tendency of that Poem 

be to fhew that Happinefs flows from a 
Difcharge of our Duty to God'a'nd Man, 
(which is the Confequence of fubduing 

our Paffions) yet he mixes, in the Courfc 
of his Story, frequent Inftances of Mi- 
fery arifing out of Sin. 

To conclude — I fancy to myfelf that 
I fee Homer, like a moft renowned old 
Philofopher, or one of the ancient Pro- 
phets, preaching to his Countrymen in 
this Manner — " Learn, O myCountry- 
men, that all Unhappinefs proceeds from 
Sin, and Sin proceeds from inordinate 
Affections. Learn that all Happinefs 
proceeds from Virtue, and Virtue from 
hearkening to the Dictates of .Reafon; 
that in the one Cafe God will affift you, 

in 
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in the other, defert you. To obtain his 
Affiftance, you muft depend on him ; 
you muft afcribe all to him that you do 
well ; you muft apply to him by fer- 
vent Prayer ; and not that alone, but you 
muft leave Vice and embrace Virtue, 
otherwife God will not hearken to you, 
though you make many Prayers ; and 
when he bleffes and affifts you, you muft 
tender him the Sacrifice of Praife and 
Thankfgiving." 

€i To confirm the firft of thefe my Doc- 
trines, I will tell you a Story of the 
Wrath of Achilles, and the Quarrel that 
happened between him and Agamemnon, 
fupreme Leader of the Grecians, at the 
Siege of Troy ; which, befides confirm- 
ing my firft Doctrine, will plainly prove 

that 
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that Divifions and Diflenfions among 
.People united in a common Caufe and 
latere!*, though they may. confift ©f many 
.little independent States and Sovereign- 
ties, muft probably t be the Ruin of them 
, all. This may be tie Cafe of Grcfgc ; 
.and you may be . fwal lowed, up by fijme 
.great Prince or other, if Divifions be 
caifed ancL encouraged among you." 

" To prove my fecondDodtrine^.to wit, 
that bridling your Paflions, adting with 
Patience, Prudence,, and iPiety , and con- 
sequently having God to favour you, will 
lead you to Sucoe& through the greawft 
Difficulties, I will tell you a Story of the 
Travels of Ufyffts. And from both you 

may derive this important Truth ; name- 
ly, that every thing whatfoever is or- 
dered, 
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dered, difpofed, governed, . conduced, 
and eftaWtfiied, by the all-wife, all-pow:- 
-erfiaj, •; and tmmv^yrcmm Will of 
Gpd, ^d muft Ipe^rq^Ht totfce Period 
th»t> frc, has % >nd <kte wne$." 

If you have Creech's Jior ace at Hand, 
read "the fecond Eplftle of his firft* Book 
of Epifttes. It i is • infcribed to sLcltius* 

You will fee there in what View he,CQa* 
-fiders thtfe two Poems, 
/. <Adieu. 

LETTER LII. 

> 

Oxon.Feb. 1,8, 1742-*, 
My dear Nancy, 

T AM highly gratified in feeing you 
take fo much Delight in the Iliad 1 
particularly in the moral Do&rine in- 
culcated throughout that excellent Poem; 

By 
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By the Earneftnefs wherewith you d^- 
fire me ftill to continue my Remarks, it 
fliould feem as if. you conceived there 
were no other Author fit to be the Sub- 
ject of our epiftolary Correfpondence. 
There are. many more. Some you have 
ever at Hand. If you would now and 
then read the Proverbs of Solomon y Ec- 
ckfiafitS) the Wifdom of Solomon* and of 
Jefus the Son of Siracb, with the Arch- 
bifhop of Cambrafs Dialogues, Fables, 
and Lives of the Philofophers, they could 
not mifs to furnifli you with Abundance 

of Reflexions, equally proper for Writ- 
ing and Converfation ; and jthis ~ they 

would do without its being neceffary 
that you Ihould comment on every Paf- 
fage you read there, or write down every 
Refle&ion that prefents itfelf } only fuch 

as 
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as moft ftrongly and naturally affedt 
you, 

I am pleafed with your Observations 
on many of Homer's Beauties. I have 
gone through the Author, as I have ex- 
amined them. Thefe added to thofe of 
Mr. Pope, who has been fo copioufly 
excellent, leave very little for me to fay ; 
but I will oblige you wherever I can. 
Nothing has occurred to me till now, 
with the 9th Book open before me. It 
would be endlefs to point out every Paf- 
Cage I think excellent ; I fhall only confine 
myfelf to fuch as I fancy will admit fome 
particular Remark or Illuftration. 

The Complaint againft Jove, at Line 
25, is what Mankind in general is too 

guilty 
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guilty of. We lay to the Charge of God 
what is our own Fault. Jeremiah feems 
to have been exadfcly in this Predica- 
ment, when he fays, " Why art thou 
to me as a Lyar ? &ci" 

At Verfe 47, Biomtde fays to Aga- 
ntemnoriy 

Thou firfty and tbptt alme* in Fields t>f Fight* 

Durft brand my Courage^ and defame my Might, 

» 

He recollefts the Reproach caft on 
him in a former Book, though at that 
Time he made no N Reply to it. ttence 
we learn to take Care what we fay ; for 
though we may fancy an Expreflion for- 
got, it may return, and be of bad Confe- 
quience, when we leaft expeft it. 

Verfe 
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t 

Verfe 225, IShfior fays, 

Now pray to Jove to grant what Greece demands , 
Pray in 'deep Silence and with pureji Hands* 

This is agreeable to what our Saviour 
recommends, ff Wlien thofc prayeft, en- 
ter into thy Clofet, &c." and David fays, 
" I "will wafh my Hands in Innocency, 
and fo will I compafs thine Altars, O 
Lord/' 



\ 



In the Beginning of Book the tenth, 
obferve with how much Propriety Aga- 
memnon is employed, then Menelaus, Dio- 
mede, Nefior, and Ulyjfes. The Wifdtfm 
of Diomede in chufing Ulyjfes for his 
Companion, together with the whole 
TranfaAion of that Night, point out 

the 
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the great Ufe of taking Advice and Af- 

fiftance in an arduous Enterprize. 

Adieu. 

j. p. 



LETTER LIII. 

Oxon.Feb. 23, 1742-3. 

NEptune's Prpgrefs to afiift the 
. Greeks, in Book the Thirteenth, 
is admirably defcribed ; and Mr. Pope 
has ihewn us the Affinity between that 
and a Paffage in the fixty-eighth Pfalm, 
but there are many other Places in the 
holy Writings wherewith it may be 
compared. It would be endlefs to enu- 
merate them : they will occur to you in 
your Perufal of that facred Volume, 
which is abfurdly given as a Talk- Book 

to 
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to Children indifcriminately of all Ca- 
pacities, when it is an Fxercife for 
the moft adult and experienced Under- 
•ftanding*. 

If I may be excufed for faying it, I 
think there are fome few Faults, in Mr. 
Pope's Tranflation and Notes in thefe 
two Books. In Book xiii. Verfe 890, 

His troops unpraah'J in tht Fights tf Stand, ■ 
is furely a ftrange Expreffion. 

• What Mr. Prefton fays here is furely ho Con. 
tradition to his having recommended the. Bilk 40 
his Pupil, though fo early as at 10 Years of Age 
Beit obferved that, by his" excellent Inftru«,W 
fte had then read other Authors, and was more 
than capable of digefting what hepropofed, namely 

to the abfurd Cuftom pracWed then, as i this 

2?™ f ng Cha ** * ** » *"***» 

,* • . J ** A* i - y t0 ° often con "*» -a Dif- 
tafte to the meft edifying and important Volume 



\ 



Vol. I. "m 



Mr. 
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^lir. Pope's Note an HeStor's Reptbaeh 
.to Paris, Verfe 964, 

III* fated Paris, Slay^o'Womdnktnd, &c. 

is not accompanied with his ufualjirig- 
mcnt. Heftor indeed is bold and impa- 

tient— fo far he may refemble Achilles, 
but he is neither violent nor unjuft 
Though he was impetuous, yet we fee, 
through the' whole ISook, that he was 
manageable. AchiHes never Was; and 
had not i/i#0r Caufe, during the Caurfe 
of the War, to be highly offended at 

Pms? 

Book xiv. Vc* fe 290. 

"'Great jf we awatmgy Jbook the Weft Abodes 
With rifing Wrath* and tumbled Gods m Geds. 

The latter Part of this Tranflation I 
C&ild wt(h hot quite to low ; though it 
H pretty near&e ^Otff^hafl,' ^hich ac- 
tually 
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Jtu^dly , fignifies dhmmg the £fafe \ Qkqjft, 
m &c. It xt ntfwls me ojf an. rE^cgiQit in 

Lee's. Oedipus > 

Gods meet Gods, andjofile in the dark. 

I fli^U <\yxitje -you again «pn /Fjajlay. 
v Jc iuisj 4iv^ f< fl»s.CkmjpljexpcBtt3 # ^ ils 

<- fent-ducs, k VQtre, 

LETTER LIV. 

Oxon.Fcb. 25, 1742-3. 
- My Dear, 

' y HAVE *iow w^perufed the i£th and 
^ 1 6th Books ;o£ .the iZrW. Your own 
Obfervations on thefe are remarkably 

- -good ; therefore I have • very little to 

-'lay. 

InVerfe 86. Book xv. the Swlftnefe 
of^aOod compared to that of-the Thought 

of Man, " is " inimitably beautiful. * Mr. 

M z Pope 
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Pope has juftly remarked it, but a much 
inferior Genius could not have over- 
looked it. 

< * 

In Verfe 428, : we find Nefior placing 
the Confidence of his Prayer in his Piety 
towards the Gods, which confirms one 
of Homer's great moral Rules, and which 
I have touched upon in a former Letter. 

Book xvi. Verfe 9. This Simile is ex- 
tremelyftriking. Literally rendered from 
the Greek it would run thus, 

" No Child that runs after its Mother, 
" and holds her faft by the Robe, and 
€S hinders her from proceeding, and 
€€ looks up in her Face, weeping to 
" make her take it in her Arms, &fc." 

* You 
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You cannot imagine how beautiful it is 
irt the Original. 

In Verfe 40. Homer now makes the 
fame Implication in the Perfon of Pa- 
troclus, that he did formerly in the Per- 
fon of Phoenix ; namely, the Obftinacy 
of Achilles, and the ill Confequence* 
thereof This is an Epitome of the 
whole Scope of the Poem, which, as 
Mr. Pope remarks, Homer every now and 
then introduces, to fix our Attention to 
his great Defign. 4 

In my preceding Letter I endeavoured 

to diftinguifh the Difpofition of HeSor 
from that of Achilles. In Verfe 122. we 
have a ftrong Inftance of the favage Tem- 
per of the latter. How unlike the piousr 

Hettor ! m * * \ 

M 3 Verfe 
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Vfcrfe 83 7. Thifr Defcriptiod of' Pa* 
trocluSy befides being adaiirabfy' beaott*- 
ful, conveys an excellent Moral. 

X have juft received yours, but have 
not yet had Time to read it all* Adieu* 
jufqu'a Dimanche. 

I am 

your affe&ionate • 

J-P- 



LETTER LV. 

Qxotu Feb. 27, 1742-3. 
My. dear Nancy, 

SINCE' I wrote you laft, which wasi 
on ' Friday; I have perufed two Books 
jirtdre of the &*d 3 accompanied with your 

Qbfervations. 

The 



GENUI.KE LETTERS. 247 

The Conflict at Verfe 41 8» Book xvii. 
about the Body of Patroclus is wonder- 
fully fine. How naturally is, it compared 
to Fires, that rife and fink by Turns ! 
Homer feems fond of the Image him* 
fel£, for he repeats it in Book xviii. In* 
deed th^ whole Struggle^ from the Time 
Fatroclus was killed, till Achilles appear* 

<d, is moft admirably defcribed. 

Book xviii. Verfe 7* 
Pinfivt hi fate; f&r all that Fatt dtfigrid 

w 

Rofe in fad ProfitS to his: boding Mind. 

This Pidture of Achilles is moft affedt- 
ingly fine. But here I will prefume to 
fay we may prove Mr. Pope to have been 
wrong in his Remark on a former Book, 
where he avers, " It was Jealoufy of his 

M 4 Honour, 
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Honour, that made Achilles Jay his Com- 
mands on Patroclus not to fight with 

HeQor" We fee here that he im- 
mediately imagines him to have been* 
flain ; whence it appears more probable, 
that his warning him to Ihun Heftvr's 
Force, was from Apprehenfion of the Con- 
fequeivces, not Jealoufy of the Motive. 

Verfe 547, Here are four admirable 
Lines. The Defcription of the Shield is 
admirable throughout. What Mr. Pope 
himfelf has faid about it, and what he has 
quoted from others, will, in great Mea- 
fure, give you a true Tafte of Sculpture 
and Painting, and deferves to be read often. 

I am, 

my dear Nancy, 
yours truly, 

LET- 
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LETTER LVI. 

Oxon. Feb. 7, 1742-3. 

My Dear, ' 

T HAVE now gone through another 

Book of Homer, and made the follow* 
ing Remarks. r 

Book xix. Verfe 57. Achilles confirms 
the Obfervation I formerly made.; name- 
ly, that it was not the Love of his- 
Country, but a new Refentment, that 
incited him ;. and though he preaches 

here againft Refentmcnt and obftinate 
Fury, yet it is obftinate Fury which here 
pofieffes him, and adually makes him 
preach againft it. 

M 5 Verfe 
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Verfe 81. Agamemnon in his Speech 
confirms your Obfervation, laying the 
Blame of hi* Ftfliy off Fate, and the 
Gods, and thinks thereby to clear him* 

i 

felf of the Imputation. I think the Story 
he tells here, though to the Purpofe, 
migHt have been fparedl. Rfr. Pope ob- 
ferves very juftly, tfiat Homer always 
regards due Decorum* He makes -A&7- 
les rife, but Agamemnon fit ftill. 

Verfe 2frr; Mere AcMUts imputes the 
Blame of* his own Folly to Jove, as Aga - 

memnon did Before; and herein, as in 
other Instances, it may be faid that Ho- 

4 

tner means to remind us of the great Ten- 

i ... • » 

dency of f his Poem; for he tells us, it 

,was the high Will of Jovt that doomed 

their Strife, and doomed the Greeks to fall. 

Book 
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Book xx. Verfe 335. I think what 
Diottyjius of Halicarnajfus has faid in this 
Note is very reasonable, and al ftrong 
as any thing Mn P^ has faid againft 
iu How the Fadt really was is hard to 

know at this Diftance of Time. 

« - ' '. 

I (hall finifli w what I have to fay on 
the Iliad in two more Letters, I believe^ 
and hope to conclude this Week. 

-r 

I am, 

my dear Nancy, 

yours, 



M6 I.ET- 
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LETTER LVIL 



A 



Oxon. March 2,, 1 742-3. 

T the Beginning of Book the Twen- 
ty-firft, the Defcription of the 
Flood endeavouring to drown Achilla 

is the Produce of a vaft Imagination* 

< 

The Comparifon at Verfe 14, is admira- 
ble, as is alfo the Conflagration, and the 
Effed: it had on the Fiihes. 

» But, with Submiffion, I think all the 
Scuffle between Juno and Diana, Verfe 
5581 very ridiculous* 

Verfe 608. This Comparifon, and the 
Note upon it, proves, what I have often 

obferved, 
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obferved, a Conformity between Homer 

. • ' ■ 

and our Holy Scripture. 

1 

Book xxii. Verfe 221. A further Con- 
firmation how dear are pious Men to 
God. 

Verfe 27S. Read the Notes here. Me- 
thinks Mr. Pope or Euflathius overa&s the. 
Defence of Homer in this Place *. . They 
explain thfe fupernatural Affiftances which . 
Achilles receives, into Allegory ; yet af- 
firm the like, when fhewn to Heftar, ta 
be real, merely to favour, - or rather to ag- 
grandize the Valour of Jjax and Achilles ++ 



• The Note here entirely belongs to Eufta* 
thtui ; Pope is not a&ually, only negatively, involv- 
ed in it, merely by not having contradicted what wai 
afferted by the other. 

Verfe 
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Verfe 628. Here is furely Qne of the?, 
moft beautiful Paflages in the whole 
Iliad; and what Andromache obferves 
and complains of, we find verified to this 
Pay. k ever has, and, will be fo» 

The Lamentations of Priam, Hecuba, 
and Andromache, in this Book, and thofe. 
of Hecuba, Helen, and Andromache, in the 
laft, are all different ; they arife from dif- 
ferent Motives, and each Perfon utters 
what immediately belongs to his or her 
Chara&er and Circumftances ; a further 
Proof how judicioufly Homer has pre* 
ferved the Manners throughout his Poem* 
It is again evinced in Book xxiii. Verfe 
41. The Behaviour of Achilles i% tfyis 
Place how very confident ! The Appear- 
ance of the Ghoff of Ratwlw, and all 
thatpaffes, is extremely fine* 

la 
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In tHe Detail 1 of Pfizer given to the 
Racers,, at- the funeral Games, obferve 
the following Lines; 

s 

A Woman for thefirjf 9 in Beaut fs Bloom y 
SkilFd in the Needle and the laVring Loom* , 

Do they not imply, with many other 
Paflages in this Poem, 'that Women, 
how beautiful foever, are not prized, 
without fome ufeful and laudable Qua- 
lification ? 

Verfe 369. Here we have a beautiful 
Picture of an oH Man inftrufting hi* 
Son How to win the Prize ;„ and we alfo 
difcera with what an- e$tenfive Genius 
Home* wa&blefftd ; for the Rules th%t Nafi 
/^r gave, being univerfally ufefyl, $re as 
much in Force now as they were then* 

The 
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1 The Obfervation on Line Sty, by 
Madame Dacier, and Pope's fubjoined 
Sneer, are, in my Opinion, equally non- 
fenfical. 

The Note on Verfe 973, beginning 
at thefe Words, " But alfo his Defign 
might be to compliment the Greeks, 
&c." is by no Means juft, and even 
contradicts what the Author has often 
faid of jfjax. 






To return to the very firft Note on this 
Book, I cannot concur with Mr. Pipe's 
Opinion in Defence of Homer's Conduct, 
in carrying on his Work for two Books 
after the Death of He£lor. He urges 
that Homer's Undertaking was to de- 
fcribe the Anger of Achilks y and as that 

Anger 
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ft 

Anger did not die with Heftor, but per- 
fecuted even his Remains, fo the Poet 
ftill keeps up to his Subjedt. But Mr, 
Pope, with Deference I fpeak it, is 
miftaken ; it is not (imply the Anger of 
Achilles, that is Homer's Subjedfc, but 
that particular Anger and Refentment 
which was fo deftruftive to Greece, and 
took Birth from his Diffenfion with Aga- 
memnon. This Subjedfc, after the Death 
of He£tor> is entirely, exhaufted, and the 
Revenge then pitffued is : of a different 
Nature from the Wrath which Homer un- 
dertook to fing; for inflead of being 

deftru&ive, it then becomes advantageous 
to the Greeks. 

In my next I fhall give you my Opi- 
nion of the Reasons which induced the 

Author 



Au$usrdo f pwtxtQi hit yffork beyond thfl. 
Death of: Hsftqti. I thought tafaave done 
ifc here,, and fo have finished thi$ Sub- 
ject of our Letters, but the Aflize^ are 
now held . in this City*. Sofliq Gtntk* 
men from London, engage, my. Tito^ f and 
att A«WM I h*y<y uft reo?iv#pC A« P«te» 
of Jfa^tt's Peath vnD^v^iny.^fijsil*,, 

» r * 

Adieu, my deareft. I will write again: 
on Sunday, 

Yours truly, 

j.p. 



LET- 
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LETTER LVIIL 



Oxford, Mardk &> 1 74?*3* 
Dear Nancy, 

T HAVE now' read thcMiad toatiEnd* 
and have but few Remarks to make 
on the two laft Books. 

Book xxUU V^rfe 4u 

The huge Ox bellowing falls ; witKfeebl& Cries 
Expires the Goat ; the Sheep in Silence dies. 

Thefe two Linesrar^ a juft Pi&um ot 
the Nature of the refpe&ive Animal*? 
How chara&eriftically affe&iqg is' the laft) 
to a tender Mind! 

Ver. 120. Here are eight fine Lines, ancl, 
they lhew us what was the Creed at that 

Time, 
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Time. The laft, I think, much exceeds 

m 

the Original. 

« 

Thefe two Notes efcaped me when I 
wrote laft, as many other Things do ; 

and . indeed Mr. Pope's Excellence in 

, .... * 

Criticifm has left very little in the Power 

t * • 

of any fucceeding Commentator. I fel- 

• 

dom repeat to you what he has faid, 
unlefs I think it fo remarkable as to dc- 
ferve your peculiar Attention. 

I now proceed to the twenty-fourth 
Book, and fliall confequently very fooa< 
put an End to this Subject, which has 
entertained us fo long. 

Verfe 5. This Defcription of Achillea 
Lamentation is. admirable, though the 

Lines 
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Lines 17 and 18, are not, in my Judg- 
ment, fo full and fo expreffive as in the . 
Original, which is as follows, if literally 
rendered : 



u Sometimes he lay on his Side, fomer 
€€ times he turned quickly on his BackT, 
** then he lay prone on his Face, and 
€€ then he ftood ftrait up on his Feet/' 

Verfe 291. This is an exceeding na- 
tural Pi&ure of a Perfon, particularly 
one in Years, overwhelmed with Grief. 
Mr. Pope's Note is moft judicious, and 
well worthy Attention. There is no- 
thing more common than for a Parent, 
in the fir ft Tranfports of Affliction, to 

» . » 

prefer a Child that is dead, to all who 
remain alive. 

I have 



a64 GENUINE LETTERS. 

judicioufly in protra&ing the Work, ra- 
ther than to clofe it with the Death of 
HeEtor, as Virgil has finlfhed the JEneid 
with that of Turnuu 

To form a right Judgment hereon, 
we Ihould confider the' Subje<£ts of 
the refpeftive Poems ; that is, what 
thofe two great Poets propofed by 
them* 

The Subjed of the Mneid is the At- 
chievements as well as Sufferings of 
jEneaSy till he brought about a Settle- 
ment in a new Kingdom, for himfelf, 
liis Family, and the People in Italy. To 
the Accomplilhment of all this there was 

. • 4 • • • 

no Obftru&ion but the Rivalfhio of 
Turnus ; confequently, on his Death,, all 

' ' ' ,. is 
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i* completed* There was no need to 
carry the Work further; though ont 
JMafshaus has added a thirteenth Book* 
wherein JLneas is married to Lavinia* 
But this is fuperfluous* The great Obffia* 
cle being removed, the Poet leaves us to 
imagine all; the reft* What he had pro* 
pofed was entirely fulfilled j to wit, alt 
the Sufferings his Hero had to undergo 
with Seas and Winds, with Men and 
Gods, and all the erofs Accidents he had 
to wreftle with, and bravely fubdue by 
his Patience or 'Exploits. But it is not 
fo in the Hind. The Poet there pro- 
pofcs to fing the fatal Cdnfequences of the 
Refentftient of JfchtJku It was therefore 
veryjuftifiabte in him to carry on his 
Work beyond the Time that Refent- 
irient lafted. If it ought to have ended 
Vol. I. N with 



.*> 



t 
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with that, there fras no Need to make 
him kill Hettor ; for that Event fell with* 
out the * Period of his . Refentment to 
Agamemnm, which is the Ground-work 
of his Poem. But the Poet certainly 
*kfigoed to lhew not only the fad Difafters 
that befel the Greeks through the Ret 
fentment of Achilles, but to give flill a 
ftronger Impreffion of the bad Efie&s of 
Diffenfion #nong Chiefs, as well as other 
Perfons, whofe Interefts are united. He 
paints the great Change; of the Grecian 
Affairs for the better, on his Reconcilia- 
.tion with the Leader of the Greeks. The 
Ships are laved, HeBor 5s killed, the Tro- 
jans are repulfed, and driven within thefr 
Town. What follows, namely, the 
dragging the Coarfeof He3or round Troy, 
>*he Grief and Behaviour of AbUks on 

. the 
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the Lofs of P-atrocks, the Inftitution or 
the Games at his Funeral, all this is in 
order to compleat the Character of his 
Hero ; to ihew us his Virtues as well 
as his Vices, He makes him an extra- 
ordinary Perfon both Ways ; and yet of 

vaft, nay of abfolute Importance to the 
fuccefsful Iffue of the Wan He has 
probably given him this mixed Charao 

* 

ter, as a Leflbn how Princes and Rulers 
ought to manage Perfons of great Impor- 
ta&ce, who have ftrong Qualities, both 
good and bad ; fo. that they may .turn 
the former to their Advantage, and, by a 
cautionary Prudence, divert any bad Ef* 
fe&s from the latter. 



\ * 



To point out the Importance, of AchiU 
ks Hill ftronger> it was neceflary to fet 

N z forth 
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forth- that of £&9tov - Though this is 
done throughout the whole VWk, while 
HcBor lived, it is not ftiffici^nt. The 
0Po$t does not flop there* fhe Ciw?um- 
iUnc^fr of his Death, rtfe lamentations 
of bis Father, JWbtheri Wtfc.'SOer, #*■ 
^, and the whole People, the Beha- 
viour, Tpftkt@r$ciws 9 :ay& indeed AtlnL 
JtfaiX&lk Spfoch, after he had killed 
bira, reader him ftUl more impsrrant, 

.than all that bad be^n iaid or described 
j 0f him before. 

Add hereunto the Approbation in which 
he was hdd by Jupiter, Apollo », Mercury y 
and almoft all the Gods ; their Refent- 
ment at Achilles on his Account ; their 

compelling the Bjody to be delivered 

• » 

up to honourable Burial, and Achilles 

lnmfelf lifting it on the Bien 

I am 
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I am apt to think that Pifcty, which 
Homer has all along recommended, was 
the great Leffon he propofed to incuU 
cate, by this laft Book* The Praifes of 
Heflor for his Piety occur fo thick, and 
the Concern of the Gods for his Death 
is fo ftropgly painted, that one would be 
tempted to Relieve Bettor was as much 
his Hero as Achilles, only of another 
Sand ; and though the Poet condemns 
the Caufe he was concerned In, and 
makes him fuffei; for it, yet. he feems to 
be more in Love with him, than with his 
profefled Hero. He does ample Juftice 
to his Virtues, and feems to make him, 
much rather than Achilles, a Pattern for 
Imitation* 

. * r 

K « $Le. 
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t 

Remember you are to fend. me your 

free Opinion on all I have faicL I don't 

defire you to write very long Letters* 

Write two or three ihort ones at dif* 

ferent Times, and then put them alt under 

one Cover. 

I am, 

my dear Nancy, 

* 

yours, 

J. P. 



LETTER LX. 



Qxon* March 1 7 , 1 7 42 -3* 
Dear Nancy, 

T Received your Favour of the 14th* 
but have not yet laid in Provifion for 

a Letter on the Odyjfey. I have at laft 

read 
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read the two Plays you defired me* Sir 
Fopling Flutter and Sir Courtly Nice. 

Xke Man of Mode, or Sir Fopling Flut- 
ter > was firft written. The Author was 
,a high-bred Gentleman ; his Characters 
.are well drawn ; the Dialogue is eafy, 
natural, and genteel;, there is a great 
ideal of Wit and good Senfe in the Coiv- 
1 Verfation among the principal Chara&ers, 
•Specially between Dorkmant and Loveit, 
• and between the fame Gentleman and 
-Harriet. Old Bellair is very entertaining ; 
- he is good-natured, pleafant, open, and 
fincere: in a Word, he is a downright 
Country Gentleman, of the bell Sort; * 

If I miftake not, the Spe€iator> long 
.ago, cenfured this Play, as being built 

N 4 on 
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on a wrong foundation ; for, fays he, 
" the End of it is to promote Vice * 
Dmmanty his fine Gentleman, is a Wit, 
well bred, of excellent Senfe, and ei* 

tremely -engaging,, but totally devoid of 
Faith and Honour* Harriet, the fine 
Lady, is perpetually dfcfpifing her Mother * 
The Scene of the Ortagp-Wonaan and 
drunken Shoemaker is too grofc, and 
ought notta have hpm brought into fucb 
potke Company;. \ A hasty s£ good Qua- 
Iky, and a fide yousg Houefr, lodging; 
in an Orange- Woman's Houfe, k, 1 
flunk, wro^g judged; and Dormant *l- 
firming Jus Intention of marrying Harriet 
was. to repair his Fortune, is,, ia toy 
Opinion, out of Character ; unJefs that^ 
as a Rake, he thought Shame to own 
that he was really hi Love; but, 

furely. 
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tardy* tfven that is driving: the Rake too 
{ax fat Dormant* 3 

, d ♦ * 

r Tl>e fyeftatoYy after having remarked 
fame Paffages in this Comedy, adds> 
" This whole celebrated Piwe is a per* 
** feftr Contradiction t& gobd .Mariners, 
• c good Seqfe* iod camraoi* Htmeftyv 
u Nothing but being loft toaSenfcof 
" Innocence and Virtue can make any 
" one fee k 9 without obferving? more 
u frequent Qccafion ttf i&ove Sorrow 
** and Indignation, that*. Mirth and 
a Laughter*" He had great Reafon 
indeed for what hefaid. The Sufferance 
of fuch immoral Pieces perVem rite 
true Intent of the Stage, which- was 

meant to be a Place of inftrti&ive Amufe* 
ment, not empty Diffipation. That Mr. 

,N 5. Addi£an. 



*74 GENUINE LETTERS. 

Addifon confidered it in this Light, is 
evident* from the two Pieces he gave: to 

the Theatre, Cato, and the Drummer* 
The Growth of licentious Pieees-" is 
principally, if not altogether,, to- be 
afcribed to the vitiated Tafte of an 
Audience. The vulgar Exprefiion* €€ If 
f there were no Receivers, there would 

u be no Knaves," may be here not un»- 
aptly alluded to : " If there were no En- 
u couragers of immoral Pieces, none 

*' fuch would be jeprefented." It can- 
not be doubted but the Regulator of a 
Theatre would rather defire to fee it a 
Seat of Decorum, .than of Licentioufnefs* 
or that an A&or would be better pleafed 
to utter Sentiments of Truth and Virtue, 
than thofe of Vice and Immorality* 

The 
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The other Play, Sir Courtly Nice, feems 
to be an Imitation of "The Man of Mode, 
though a faint one* Notwithstanding 

"there are fome good Things in the for- 

» * 

mer, _yet the Charadfcers are not by far 
fo genteel, nor is there fo much Wit or 
good Senfe in the Dialogue, as in . the 
latter. Farewtl is a fort of Dormant., 
only not vicious. *the Aunt is a Copy 
of Lady Woodwill) and Leonora of Harriet. 
The Contraft between Hothead and Tefli- 
mony is diverting r but I cannot think 
they are naturally brought in. 4$iV Courtly 
'Nice is well drawn, but not fo delightful 
a Fop as Sir Fopling ; nor do I think his 
'Foppery favours fo much of the tc Gen- 
tleman.** I do not know what to make 
of Lord Belguard. I think him in the 
main a filly Fellow, though perhaps 

M 6 with 
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with fome Smattering of good Senfe and 
Breeding. Hetbtafs Behaviour to hk& 
is quite eutrh, Crack's Character appears 
overdone* and the unravelling of the Floe 
not entirely natural. Surly altogether is 
too grofo, though fbme Part of what he 
he fays is entertaining enough- There 
are certainly many worfe Plays.. The Pur* 
pofe and Tendency of this Piece being 
rather good than otherwife, gives it, m 
my Opinion, one material Afcendancy 
over ¥hi Man *f Mode* 

r 

Perhaps what I have faid may engage 
you to re&d them over again, and then I 
fhall be glad to have your Opinion of them* 

I am, my dear, 
your fiacere Friend, 

;. p. 

LET- 
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LETTER LXi; 

Oxon. March 1 8, 1 742 $* 
My dear Angel, 

T Received a Letter from you juft'as I 

had finifhed my laff, and fince that 

I have received yours of the 8 th in- 

fiant* 

» 

T am exceedingly pleafed with your 

Obfervations on the Odyjfty ; I only re- 
gret that you have not made more, and 

have gone fa quickly through it. In a 
late Letter I reminded you of fome Booki 
which I had mentioned formerly, fucb 
as the Bible and Apochrypha, Rochefau~ 
canlt, &c. where you might find very 
good Subje&s for our Conversation* » 

I have 
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I have begun to read the Odyjey, but 
fhall only* at this Time, take notice of 
the Obfervation you make on tfie Anfwer 
Telemachus gives to Mentes about the 
Doubtfulnefs of his Legitimacy. Pope 
fays, €< Whatever Truth there may be 
« in the Reply* there is very little De- 
" cency in it." I moft own myfelf of a 
different Opinion; I think Telemachus 
rather means a Compliment, than a 
Reflection on his Mother. The Mean- 
ing of the Author,, in my Conception* 
amounts to this. ¥he Certainty of our Le- 
gitimacy depends on the Word and Honejty 
of our Mothers. Penelope avows me to he 
far Son by Ulyfes- r and confidering the vir- 
tuous CharaSter of my Mother , there is no 
- Dot&t to be made of my being fo ; her Avowal 

of it mounts to abfolute Proof.. 

Pre- 
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Prefixed to the Odyjfey is an Abftradt 
from Boju on Epic Poetry, which, if 
I had read it before I wrote my Letters 
on the IHad 9 would have fayed me a 

great deal, of what I wrote, as it will 
many Things which otherwife I might 
write on the Odyfey. It is a moft 
excellent Piece, and I would have 
you read it over and over again* 

I remember, when I was very youngs 
the fourteenth Book of the Odyjfey pleafed 
me peculiarly, and I then minuted down 
my Obfervations upon it. If I recollect 
right,, it is the Converfation between Ulyf* 
fes or TelemachuSy and Eumotus. I have 
not the Volume at Hand juft now* -, 



lam 
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I am mightily pleafed with your laft 
Letter; it. is written clean and care* 

fully ;. the Style is good, and theGbftr* 
vations juft and judfciotfe. < I h&pe trt 
have more fuch from you foon* In every 
Letter I write, I fball tranfmit my Re* 
marks on two Books*. You have pre- 
vented me in many* 

x Tell me particularly how your Mama 
do$s ; aad believe me to be* 

my dear Nancy r 
. yours unalterably, 



iETr 
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LETT E R LXH. 

Oxom. March 19, 1742-31. 

TN the firft Book oi* the Ofifyt, we 
find the Misfortune* that befel the 
Companions of UfyJJis fprung from the 
very Caufe, whence thofe in the Iliad 
arofe, namely* an Offence to the Gods .; 
they had committed an Affron't tvJpolle* 



» 1 



« 

OxJ&rdt devoted ti the God of Daj. B. i. V. ^ 

The next Point wherein they reftmble 
each other ia m the Affiftance of Heaven > 

in all Difficulties, being granted to the 
virtuous, obtained by Prayer, and re- 
turned by Sacrifice and Thankigiving. 

Tha 
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The next is in the Vengeance of Hea- 
ven on wicked Men. I muft again re- 
commend to you to read the Abftraft 
from Bqffu> prefixed to the Odyjfey. You 
well obferve that Hofpitality is repre* 
fented in a moft beautiful Light in both 
Works. 

4 I 

I 

I think all that Mr. Tope and the other 

« 

Commentators have faid in the Note on 
Verfe 240. does not fatisfadtorify ac- 
count for this Voyage of Ufyjfes ; and 
we find the Suitors afterwards drawing 

the Occafion of a Jeer from that very 
Paffage ; 

Or comes from Epbyre with Pot fons fraught f 
; And kills us all in one tremendous Draught t 

B. ii. Ven 270. 



To 
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To remark fome particular Paffages, 
I go back to the firft Book. The Ad- 
vice given by Mentes to Tekmacftus, Verfi 
' 327, deferves your clofeft Attention* 
The prudent Caution at Vferfe 374, 
If yet UlyJJis virws the Light) Ifu 

is very remarkable. 

Book n. Line 27. 

T$ climb with haughty Fires 
2he royal Bed, &c. 

has been much criticized, and not with* 
out Reafon. There is lomething rather 
too free in the Expreffion. 

What a natural and affe&ing Pifture is 
given of the old Nurfe, Verfe 406. . 

She filled the Walls with tries, 
And Tears ran trickling from her aged Eyes* 

The 
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The pefcftpttaft of Tekmacbus 9 $ Em- 
fearkment and fetciqg (oil, give* a beau* 
tiful Clofe to this Book* k U as excellent 
in Mr* ?<#*'-• TwnHation, as it is natural 
10 the QrigipaL 

J. P. 
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•(■'•• 

» • » 

My Sewr*. 

I Have r*ad over 4m ttiir^-wd fp*#& 
Books of the Q%$$i 

The Advice which Mentor* or rather 
Talks in hk Shape, gives to Xehmachus^ 
at the Opening of the. third Book, is moft 
admirably prudent -and juiL 

Verfc 
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i 

Verfe: 6l and 6g + are 1fcry psetiteaLand 
i&ftrtt&ve, tt> itU degrees of Lift. 

r 
f r • " 

; . . . - 

Verfe 282. Notwkhftandmg what Mr* 

Pope fays here about the Force of Deftiny, 

I think no other Defence can be made for 

' Tektnachtit, than his Youth, . and that 

. Igipatienec which naturally arifes from a 

long Endurance of Afflictions. The An- 

fwer of Pallas, which is moft admirable, 

. certainly points it out- 

Verfe 333^ Wfcat . a. charming Inftaace 
have we here of the Power of good Ad- 
vice, when delivered in a pleating amiable 
Way ! Poetry and ' Muiic, united with 
divine or moral Precepts, confpire to 

keep the Mind frorn^ giving^ way to 
Temptation. 

Verfe 
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Verfe 429. Befides that this is a very 
judicious Observation in the Poet, for 
the Rcafons which Mr. Tope affigns in his 
Note, it includes an excellent moral Pre- 
cept to Mankind. 

Verfe 496 to 515* What an admirable 
Pidture is given us of Nejfor and his Fa- 
mily J 

Book iv. Verfe 43 7. I cannot but think 
it fomewhat indecent in Telemacbus to 
' (file his Father the Man ; but perhaps 
this is the Fault of the Translator. I 
have not the Original by me at prefent 
to determine it. 

* 
« • — • - 

< : ' •' . * . . • « ' ' *: < * 

' : The Stanfca at* Line 475, 'is an fii- 
ftance of what I have often remarked 

to 
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to be one great Point through the whole 
Work ; and at Verfe 635, we fee It 
agai.ru 

* 

Book v. I agree with you that no- 
thing can be more beautiful than the 
Grotto of Calypfo, and the Environs ; 
but Verfe 177, I think, is a little ob- 
fcure ,; thfc frequent Repetition of the Worct 
HE, without a Diftindtion, feems tp 
make it fo. It runs, 

*Go then he may, he mufl t if HE ordain ; 
would it not have been better thus, 
Co then he may ; he muji^ if JOVE ordain ; 

Perhaps you will fay I am cavffling 
at Words, but I feel the Objeftion 
ftrongly. I think too that calling Ulyjfes 
tht Man, Verfe 186, is not fo well; 

would 
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would not the Prince, or the Chief, have 
done better ? 

Vtr, 294. Vbfffes r$Vd bim in tht Cloak and Vtft+ 

appears to me not particular enough. 
There is fomething too inconfequential 
for the Hero. . 

Verfe, 311. Notwithftandirig all that 
Mr. Pope has faid in Defence of Utyfjts 
being able to compleat his Boat m four 
Days Time, from the Defcriptioii of it, 
I think it is hardly probable. . 

The Critics have been very fevcre 
on thefe Words, « the welWooght Wall," 
V«rfe395. 

Yoo 
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You fee, my Obfervations on this 
Book are rather employed in finding 
Faults, than discovering Excellencies; 
and J really think Mr, Pope has made 
more Efcapes herein, than in any I have 
read yet. 

The Note upon Verfe 454. is very 
fine, and merits particular Notice. 

Book VI. is charming throughout. It 
gives us a delightful Pi&ure of the 
Good-nature, Hofpitality, paternal Af- 
fe&ion, and Simplicity of the Manners 
*f the Antients. Verfe 247 and 248, 
perfe&ly agree with the holy Pfalmift* 
where He fays, " Whoib giveth to the 
Poor, lendeth to the Lord*? Pray re- 

turn to Verfe 100. and read the Note 

on 
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on that Line, and the fubfequent Note, 
and confider them carefully. The Man- 
ner of wajhing obferved in the Former, 
is ufiial, at this Day, in many Places of 
Scotland, efpecially when they waft* 
what they call great Linen, as Sheets^ 
Table-Cloths, &c* 

T thought, my Dear, I flxould have 
been able to get through a Book or 
Two more; for I find \^hat is in the 
Notes, and what you have obferved 
will cut my Work very fhort ; but your 
Letter is juft come to Hand, which I 

4 

have read with vaft Pleafure ; 'only I 
think you go too faft through Rochefa- 
cault. I hope to have another from you 

r 

foon on that Subject. 
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Je vous envoyeray Vendredi, par la 

* 

Carofle de Monfieur Bew, une petite 

Boite avec les deux Comedies. Vous 
ferez une petite Rejouiffance la Jour dc 
votre Naiffance, & Je ferai le Meme, 
Je vous affure. Mes Complimens oft ils 
font dii. 

Je fuis, 111a tres chere, petite Ange, 
Le Ventre, 

J- P. 
£nd of the First Volume* 



The foTWieg BOOKS anc this. Day pubfifhei for 
JOHN BELL, near Exeter- Exchange in the 
Strand ; of which the Literary Revkwe*s have, 
givea the Characters affixed* 

I. Four Volumes Quarto, Price 3I. 1 3*. 6&* 

ANECDOTES of PAINTING* 

From the eartieft Accounts of FaintiWo in £ng* 
land ; with the Catalogue of Engravers who have 
been born and resided in England. 

By the Hon, Mr* HORACE WALFOL*. 



1. A new awi neat Edition of 
The Histohy of 

Sir WILLIAM HARRINGTON- 

Written feme Years finee, *nd revifc d, ^Qin^ftt^aod 

isnproned, by the. late 

Mr. Samuel Richard^k, 

AUtnor or rffmeta, itiarut&j on auntie? vihumhwi) <*v» 
In Pour Volumes. Price 123* 

Thefe interefling Volumes had beenpublifhcdfcarce- 
\y one Yea^ during which Period, befides a very ex- 
tenfiveSale at borne, /out large Impreffions were cir- 
culated through Scotland, Ireland, France, and Ger- 
many. It has been getferaHy aHowcd not unworthy 
a Situation in all Lribrarie*, as a Supplement to W- 
chardfon's excellent Writings ; and the Encourage-, 
ment it hat met plainly demonftrates the Approba- 
tion wherewith* it has been lead. 

To this new Edition an explanatory Index is added 
by the Editor, who takes this Means of returning his 
fincere Thanks to the Public, for the indulgent Re- 
ception the Work has been favoured with* and affures 
them every Care (hall be taken within his AbHity, to 
reader it (till snore deferving of their Attention. 

3 



BOOKS pukli&ed by JOHN BELL. 

J. Priet $J. 3d. ia Btardt. 

FREE THOUGHTS 

O N 

Seduction, Adultery, and Divorce; 

- With Reflections, on the Gallantry of PHncecs, 
particularly thofe of the Blood-royal of England* 

" In this performance, there are many pertinent 
" and acute Obfervations. It is intended to reprefs 
'< the licentioufnefs of the Times ; and the correc- 
** tion it applies to the low Vices of one of the 
" higheft Perfonages in the Kingdom, difcovers the 
44 independent Spirit of the Author. The An/iraad- 
•J rertion*, which our Civilian makes, on the Charge 
41 of a certain Judge to the Tory, in the Cauiebe- 
44 tween Lord Grofvenor and the Duke of Cumber- 
44 land, havelikewifc the merit of being free and 
44 fpirtted ; and we are Sorry to obferve, that they 
44 feem to reft on too folid a Foundation* 

Monthly Review. 

• 1 1 ■■■ ■ ■ ' 

4> Pria 18. 

* Remarks on the English Language ; 

•Being a Detection of manv improper Expreffions ofed 
in Convetiation, and of maoy others to be found in 
Authors. 

By R. B A K E R. 

44 Mr. Baker, the Author of thefe Remarks, has 
-* c pointed out a great Number of improper Expref- 

44 fions, which we frequently hear inConverfation, 
v«« or meet wkh in Books ; and has fubjoined many 

44 uieful Obfervations. Critical Review. 
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5. Prict. 13. 
THE 

GENTLEMAN'S POCKET FARRIER, 

, v Shewing how to ufe your Horfe on a Journey. 

And what Remedies are proper for common Accidents 

that may befal him on the Road. 
• This little Tra& has been in great Eftirrmtion for 
thefe Fifty Years paft, and has gone thro' many Edi- 
tions in Ireland, The Remedies it prefcribei are 
Ample, and eafily obtained, and never fail of a Cure, 
where the Diforder is curable ; and no Man who va- 
lues his Horfe, mould prefume to travel without it, 

ADVERTISEMENT- 
It may not be unnecefiary to acquaint the Reader, 
tha* thefe Ptefcriptions have not been haftify jumbled 
together, btrt are experimentally efficacious. A great 
many Books have been written on Farriery, of which 
Gibfonh is undoubtedly the bed, but his Rules are 
too tedious for the Pocket. Such a Book therefore 
as this, is neceffary on a journey,, in order to refer to, 
as Occafion requires, and it contains as much as it 
known by any of our common Farriers. 

As fmaUas this Trait may appear, it will be found 
to inform Gentlemen, Firft, What Methods are beft to 
be ufed, if their Borfes fall lame. Secondly, What 
Medicines are proper to give them when fick. Third- 
ly, How to direct the Operations, andefcape the Im- 
pofitions of ignorant Men. In fhort, by the Help of 
'this Treatife, Gentlemen will be able to prevent a 
Groom or Farrier from injuring their Horfes, by im- 
proper Applications, and miftaking one Diftemper 
for another. 

The Receipts are few, naked and cheap : the Poul- 
tice but one, and contrived on purpote to prevent 

O 4 - Trouble, 
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Trouble, and five Tim and Charges, by pointing 
oat the heft Remedies at firA, fuch as areeaheft to be 
got, and fitch as make the fpeedieft Cure* ; and the 
Header may be aflbred they hare been experimental- 
ly conirmed by a Pra&ice of' thirty Years. The 
Book is drawn up in a Manner calculated for a Gen- 
tleman's Pecket f fuppofing him upon a journey ; and 
no Man, who values his Horfe mould travel without iU 



6. Price is. 

TEN MINUTES ADVICE- 

4 T O E V E R Y 

Gentleman going to purchafe a Horse 

Out of a Pealer, Jockey, or Groom's Stable* 



i 



7. Tw Volumes* Price its. 

The TREASURY: 

JO R, 

Repofitory of Politics and Literature, 

For 1770. 

The Materials which thefe Volumes contain, are 
the moft authentic Monuments by which to arrive at 
the Truth of thofe Tranfaftions and Events which 
have fo much agitated the prefent Times, and which 
are fo likely to attra& the Attention of future Ages* 



$. Two Volumes* Trice 6s. 

» * 

.Female Friendfhip; or the Innocent Sufferer* 
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- T.HB 

ART or COOKERY, 

MADE 
PLAIN AND E A S Yj, 

Which far exceeds any Thing of the Kind yet 

publifhed. 

CONTAINING, 

I. How to Road and Boil to Perfection every Thing 
neceflary to be fent up co Table. 

II. Of macte-diihes, 

III. How expenfive a French Cook's Sauce is. 

IV. To make a Number of pretty little Dirties 
for a Supper or Side-diih, and little Coraer-difhes, 
for sl great Table* 

V. To drefs Fi<K 

VL Of Soops and- Broths. 

VII. Of Puddings. 

VIII. Of Pies- 

IX. For & Lent Dinner* a Number of good Pifties, 
which you may make trie of/ stt any other time. 

X. Directions to prepare prqper Food for the 
Sick. 

Xt, For the Captains of Ships; how to make 
arti ufefnl Things for a Voyage; and fettlng out 
a Table on board a Ship. 

XII. Of Hogs Puddings, Saufages, &c. 

XIII. To pot and make Hams, &c. 

XIV. o f 
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XIV. Of Pickling. 

XV. Of making- Cakes, &c. 

XVI. Of Cfreefe-cakes, Creams, Jellies, Whipt- 
Sjrllabubs, &c. 

XVI r. Of made Wines, Brewing, French Bread, 
Muffins, &c 

XVIII. Jarring Cherries and Prefenres, &c. 

XIX.- To make Anchovies, Vermicelli, Catchup, 
Vinegar, aad to keep Artichokes, French Beans, 4kc. 

XX. Of Diftilling, 

XXI. How to market; the Seafons of the Year 
for Butchers Meat, Poultry, Fifh, Herbs, Roots, 
and Fruit. 

XXII. A certain Cure for the Bite of a Mad Dog. 
By Dr. Mead. 

XXIIL A Receipt to keep clear from Bugs* ' 

To which are added, 

By Way of APP END I X. 

One hundred and fifty New and Ufeful Receipts, 
And a Copious Index. 

By Mrs; GLASS. 



«■ 



lO. PrSf* is. 

The TOBACCONIST, 

A Farce, as it is acting with univerfal Applaufe. 

II* Price is. 6d. 

The SULTAN i or, LovEaodFAMt 

A new Tragedy. 
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« 12* Price* js. hanni. 

FENCING FAMILIARIZED-, 

Ok, a New Treatife on 

The Art of Sword-Play, 

Illuftrated by elegant Engravings reprefenting all 
tlie different Attitudes^ on which the Principles and 
Grace of the Art depend ; painted from Life, and ex- 
ecuted in a mdft elegant and mafterly Manner. 

By Mr. O L I V I E R, 

Educated at the Royal Academy at Paris, and Pro- 
feflbr of Fencing, in St. Bunftans Court, Fleet- 
Street. 

* 4 The Axithor of this Work humbly prefutnea, 
** that he has offered many confiderable Improve- 
<c ments in the Art of Fencings having founded bis 
tc Principles oh Nature, and confuted many falfe 
** Notions hitherto adopted by the moft eminent 
** M afters ; he has rendered the Play Simple, and 
C4 made it eafy and plain, 'even to thole who were be* 
** fore unacquainted with the Art. After bringing 
** his Scholar as far as the Aflault, and having de- 
** mtonftrated to him aH the Thrufts and various Pa- 
f* rades, he lays down Rules for Defence in all Sorts 
** of Sword-Play." 

T,he Monthly Reviewers for December laft, ex- 
prefs themfelves m^ the following Terms : 44 For 
44 aught we darei&y to the contrary, Mr. Olivier'^ 
44 Book is a very -good Book, and may help to teach, 
44 as much as Books can teach, the noble Science of 
44 "Defence y or as our Author terms it Sword Piayy 
" and it is made more particularly ufeful by the va- 
44 riows Attitudes and Petitions, which feem to be 
** here accurately and elegantly delineated," 
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IJ. Prict il. £u 

BELL»s COMMON PLACE BOOK. 

Formed generally upon the Principles recommended 
and prattifed by Mr. Locks* 

This Work is elegantly executed from Copper 
Plates on Superfine Writing Demy Paper, and may 
be had of all the Bookfellers in England, by enqui* 
ring for Bell's Library Common-Place Book, formed 
upon Mr. Locke's Principles. 

This Book is generally bound in Vellum, con* 
taining r, Quires of the very beft Demy Paper pro- 
perly prepared | for il. 5s. 

Ditto if bound in Parchment, ii. and fo in* pro- 
portion for any Quantity of Paper the Book may con* 
tain, deducting or adding two Shillings for every 
Quire that may be inoreafed or decreafed, and bound 
as above. 

*' Mr. Locke hath confined his elucidation to the 
4' advantages arifing from reading ; in felecting re- 
*' markable pafiages from Books ; but this is not 
«< the only Purpofe 'to which the Common-Place 
*' Book may be fuccefsfally applied. It is not 
" folely for the Divine, the Lawyer, the Poet, PbiUfe- 
" fiber, or Hiftorian, that this Publication is calcula- 
*< ted : by tkefe its ofcs are experimentally known 
*' and unirerfally admitted. 1$ is for the ufe and - 
* 4 emolument of the Mam ofBujwefs as well as oiLet- 
*« ters\ for Men of Fajbion and hvrtun* as well as of 
" Study ; for the Traveller, the Trader, aad in fhort 
?* for all thofe who would form a Syftem of ufefal 
" and agreeable Knowledge, in a manner peculiar 
" to themlelves, while they are following t^eir ac* 
«' cuftoihed Puxfuks, either of Profit or Plea&re 
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14. Fmr fobum t Priet us. 

The P H CE N I X, 

Or, the Histoiy of 

EOLYARCHUS andARGENIS. 

Tranflated from the Latin, by a Lady. 

" The Public is here prefented with a new Tran- 
«* flation of that fine old Romance Barclay's- Ar- 
** ginis. The Original has been well known to the 
• 4 Learned thefe 150 Years ; and for the Accomoda- 
" tion of the mere Englifb Readers, two Verfions 
** of it, in our Language, were given in the Courfe 
'« of the laft Century ; but the Style of thefe is 
*' grown too obfolete for the prefent Age. 

41 The Editor as fhe chufes to flyle herfelf, rather 
•* than Tranilator, has prefixed to the Work, a very 
" judicious Account of the Author's Defign, and of 
c * the Merit of his Performance: which is, "as (he 
44 well obferves, A Romance, an Allegory, and a 
**• Syftem of Politics, Confidered as an Investigation 
*• of the various forms of Government, and of the 
44 moil proper remedies for die political Diftentyers 
44 of a State, it will certainly be thought a Work 
*' of great Merit, if we make due allowance for the 
♦« time in which it was written. But if regarded 
" only as a Work of moral Entertainment, it will 
" be allowed to ftand in the foremofl Rank of the 
" old Romances, facred to Chivalry and Virtue* 
" In Brief, to ufe the Words of the ingenious Edi- 
ct tor,— ^Barclay's A rgenis affords 'ftfch Variety of 
*« Entertainment, that every kind, of Reader may 
iX find in it fbmething fui table to his own Tafte ana 
u Difpofition : the Statefman, the Philofopher, the 
4 « Soldier! the Lover, the Citizen, the Friend of 

* MlUK 
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" Mankind, etch may gratify his favourite Propcn- 
u fity ; while the Reader who comes for Amufe- 
44 ment only, will not go away difappointed." 

Monthly Review* 



i 5. Nowjirfi publijbed in two Folumes. PrJct 6s« 

THE 

PORTRAIT of LIFE; 

6 R, 

Various EFFECTS of VIRTUE and VICE 

delineated ; 

Defigned for the Ufe of Schools, as well as the Clo- 
fet ; with a View to form the rifing Minds of Youth 
of both Sexes to Virtue, and deilroy in their Infancy 
thofe Foibles and Frailties which Youth in particu- 
lar are addicted to. 



1 6. Second Edition. Price is. 
THE 

ADVANTAGES of REPENTANCE} 

a MORAL TALE, 

Attempted in Blank Verfe, and founded on the Anec- 
dotel of a private Family, 

By THOMAS H U L L. 



•**« 



17. Two Volumes, Price 6s. 

Loves of OTHNIEJL and ACHSAH. 
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i7v Two Volumes. Price 12s, 
THE 

UNIVERSAL BOTANIST, 

Nurseryman and Gardener ; 

Containing Defcriptions of the Species and Varie- 
ties of all the Trees, Shrubs, Herbs, Flowers and 
Fruits, Natives and Exotics, at prefent cultivated in 
the European Nurferies, Green-houfes and Stoves, or 
defcribed by modern Botanifts, &c. illuftrated with 
correct and elegant Botanical Copper- plates. 

By RICHARD WESTON, Efq. 

u Botany is indeed a Study of fuch general Im« 
cc portance to Mankind, that it would be no eafy 
" Tafk to draw a Line that could limit the Bounds of 
€t its Utility. The very fenfible author of the Per- 
* c formance now before us hath enumerated fome Par- 
** ticulars of this kind ; but to fpecify all would be 
•' a vain Attempt. What he has obferved, however, 
*« in his Introduction is juft and pertinent. 

• c An univerfal Catalogue of vegetable Produc- 
€t tions. is a Work of fo extenfive a Nature, that, to 
%t render it ufeful, it ought to be executed with as 
44 much Brevity as poffible ; and a proper Attention 
«' to this Circumflance is a principal Qualification of 
*' that before us; which appears to contain a larger 
" Variety of the various Species of Plants and Shrubs 
*' than other Performances of the kind. The Au- 
*' thor has reftri&ed himfelf to the moil chara&eri* 
41 ftic Defcriptions of each Vegetable, without fwel- 
«• ling his Work with a multiplicity of fynonymous 
*' Names. The Englilh ones, however, are annex* 
«' ed to the Defcription of every Species, which is 
* f another confiderable Circumftance in favour of 
" this Work," Critical Review. 



\ 
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1 8. Price as. 6d. Ji<wedn 
The Natural and Chemical 

ELEMENTS of AGRICULTURE. 

Tranflated from the Latin of. Count Guftavus Adol-t 

phus Gyllenborgy 

By JOHN MILLS, Efq, F. R. S. 

' " The Original of this Treatife has already bees 
** tranflated into a feveral Foreign Languages, it is 
** here accurately rendered into Englifh, and has de- 
•' fervedly met with Approbation. It contains an in- 
Ai gentous theoretical Account of the Principles of 
" Agriculture deduced from a rational Philofbphy ; 
•« a Subject of Enquiry which may be con fide red as 
" of the fame Importance to an accomplifhed Far- 
*• mer, as the Knowledge of the Animal Oecono- 
u ^my is to a fkilful Phyfician, For though it is 
*« chiefly by practical Observations that both are to 
** cultivate their Art, yet a competent Acquaintance 
" with the abftraft Elements of Science may prove 
" the means of fuggefting ufeful Expedients, and 
** often facilitate the Road to Practice." 

Montly Review. 



19. Price zs« 6d. 

ThcFAVOUR-ITE, 

^ An hiftorical Tragedy. 



2b. Price is. 

The MYSTERIOUS MESSIAH; 

Or, the Crucifixion, Refurredion and Afcenfion 
of our gracious Redeemer the Lord Jefus Chrift. 
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ii. The Fourth Edition. Prk$ 1 8. $d. 
. Ornamented with a beautiful Frontifpiece. 

TRUSLER's CHRONOLOGY: 

OK, T R t 

Historian's Vade-Mequm. 

Wherein every remarkable Occurrence in our H5- 
ftoiy, from the Descent of Julius Cssfer to the prefent 
. Time, as well as raoft of the principal Events of an- 
cient Hiftory are accurately and alphabetically record- 
ed, with the Dates affixed. Together with a full and 
exa& Chronology of the Lives of the moty eminent 
Men in all Ages of the World, fetting forth when 
fhey were born, and when they died,. With fevefal 
ufeful Lifts, fuch as the Roman Emperors, the Kings 
of every Country, and when they reigned; the Chan- 
cellors of England, Oxford and Cambridge from Wil- 
liam the Coroueror ; the Lord Lieutenants of Ire- 
land, the Lord Mayors of London, the Archbifliopa 
of Canterbury from the Eftabliihmerit of the See, and 
all the other Bhhops. 

This little Book, though containing fo much mat- 
ter, is fo fmall as to He in a Pocket-book, it being 
printed for that Parpofc om Bank PoA Paper. 

il. Tim FbkmNf Pria 9s. 

The O L D MAI Dj 

Or Hi (Tour of 

Mifs RAVEN. 5WORTH. 

3y M«,Skinn, Jate Mifs Maflerman of York. 
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24. Z» two Ptckt Fokmu, Pric* $%.fey*J. 

SUPPLEMENT 

T T H E 

Poetical and Dramatic Works 

OF 

The Celebrated Mr. GAY. 

Containing many valuable Pieces, which are di- 

•perfed through the Co lied ion 9 of different Authors 

*s well as the correspondence of hit particular Friends^ 

none of which hare hitherto been publilbed col* 

lectively. 



Second Edition f Price 4s* 
THE 

Court and Country Confectioner : 

OR, THE 

Houfe-Keeper's Guide \ 

By Mr* Borilla, now head Confectioner to the 
Spanim A mbaflador in England. 

To amore fpeedy, plain, and familiar Method of 
nnderftanding the whole Art of Confectionary, Pa- 
ltry, Diftilling, and the making of fine flavoured 
Engliih Wines from all kinds of Fruits, Herbs, and 
Flowers ; comprehending neariive-hundred eafy and 
practical Receipts, never before made known. Par- 
ticularly, Preferring, Candying, Icing, Tranfparent 
Marmalade, Orange, Pine-Apple, Piftachio, and 
other rich Creams, .Caramel* Paftils, Bomboons, 
Syrups, PufF, & 4 >un, and Fruit-Paftes, Light-Bifcuits, 
Puffs, -Rich Seed Cakes, Cuftards, Syllabubs, Flum- 
meries) 
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meries, Trifles, Whips, Fruits, and other Jellies- 
sickles, &c. aifo new and eafy directions for Clari- 
fying the different Degrees of Sugar, together with 
feveral bills of Fare of Deferts for private^ gentle- 
men's Families. 

To which is added, a'Differtation on the different 
Species of Fruits, and the Art of diftilling Simple 
Waters, Cordials, perfumed Oils, and EfTences. 



AN 

INTRODUCT I O N 

To fo much of the 

A R T S and SCIENCES, 

More immediately concerned in an 

Excellent Education for Trade 

In its lower Scenes and more genteel Profeffions, 
and for preparing Young Gentlemen in Grammar 
Schools to attend Lectures in the Univerfi ties. 
In FOUR PARTS. 

-By J. RANDALC, formerly Mafter of th« 

• Academy at Heath near Wakefield, 
but now at York. 

ExprefiUr defiened to remove that general Complaint 
of not eife&ualTy intruding Youth, while at School, 
in what may be of Importance in their future Sta- 
tions, and enlarging their narrow Conceptions and 
fcanty Views of Nature, The Various Subjects are; 
fo digefted and exprefled, as to aflSftthe Mafter, and 
to ground, forward, and encoux age the Scholar, and 
to make him of immediate Ufe when he is put to the 
Teft. 

With Eight COPPER.PLATES. 
To which is prefixed a Lbtteb. on Education, 
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The Construction and extenfive Us* 

Of a newly invented Univerfal 

SEED FURROW PLOUGH, 

By Mr, RANDALL of YORK. 

Uponaneafy, (teady Principle, Anted to all Soils, 
.fiiff or light, level pr rigid ; and capable of fovving 
all Sorts of Seeds, in three Rows, thicker or thinner, 
&c. juft as the Owner pleaies. 



Price tu 6d« fnmd. 
The ANALYSIS of the 

HISTORICAL PART 

Of die Ot!) and New Testament*. 

By Mr. RANDALL of YORK. 

Written chiefly with a vfew to introdoce yonftg 
Gentlemen to feme Knowledge of the amazing Plan 
of God's Providence, in the glorious Defigns of re* 
faring Mankind to their loft Happineis, by the In- 
terpofition of the divine Meffiah. 



Prki ik. 

Obiervatjon on the Pic tvre* 

Which were lately exhibited at the Royal Aca~ 
demy, Spring Gardens! and Mr* Chriftie's. 
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ANEW REVIEW. 

On the firfi Day of every Month nuifl continue to be ptti- 
Mijbedy Price only 6d. each Number* 

UNIVERSAL CATALOGUE. 

Containing a concifc Review of every new Publi* 
cation of the preceding Mont)),, on the Plan of the 
French Catalogues ; together with an Abftraft of 
the Opinions of both Critical and Monthly Reviews* 
and every other periodical Work (of which there are 
many) that undertake to give an Account of New 
Books. As thefe Opinions will be ranged under each 
other, Gentlemen will thus be better able to judge of 
the Merit of any Piece, than by a fight of a few ill- 
chofen Extra&s, felected by one prejudiced or incom- 
petent Reviewer. Befides, as the Authors of this 
Work do not intend to confine themselves to a cer- 
tain Number of Pages,' no. Publication of the precede 
Ing Month will be omitted ; an Advantage the Pu- 
blic has not hitherto experienced, as Books have not 
been reviewed tilLfome Months after they have been, 
out. 

To fender this Work further Ufeful as well to the 
Trade as to every Man of Reading, Eight Pages of 
Letter- Prefs will be regularly added, by way of Ap- 
pendix, that may be Bound up feparately ; giving a 
jfhort Account of every Volume that has hitherto been* 
publifhed, the various Editions through which it has, 
gene, the Improvements that have been made, the 
Sizes of thofe Editions, the Prices,the Authors Names* 
as far as they are known, the Years in which they 
werejwbtiftecl*, and the Names of the Pubiifhers,. ami 
whether they are in Print or out of Print ; a Work 
whofe univerfal Utility mult be felf-evidetir. At the 
End of each Year* the Books will be- alphabetically 

ranged 
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ranged by way of Index, and a or alphabetical Table 
will be given of Authors Names, referring back to 
all the Pieces they hate ever written. 

Note, Each Number will contain near 200 Articles 
being; double the Number comprehended in any other 
Publication of doable the Price. 



ig. Prfct I*. 6cL hound. 
The YOUNG GENTLEMAN'* 

Arithmetical Class-Fellow; 

Or, commercial Youth's intelligent Companion * 
By Mr. R AND A LL of Y O RK. 

Being the Theory and diftufiVe Practice of all the 
Parts of an entirely new Syftein of Arithmetic, Vulgar 
and Decimal ; digefted into Syftems, as Trade, young 
Ladies, -or the Concerns of the Gentry may require. 






-30. Prict&d* 

A SERMON in VERSE, 

Occafioned by a Difappointment in Love* 



Ji. Frici as* 

PARTY DISSECTED* 

Or, a Picture of our own Times, a Poem, in Quarto* 
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31. Price 3s. 

A GRAMMAR 

OF T H £ 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE; 

Containing Rules for every Part of its Contfruo 
tion, with a Praxis both of true and fal/e Englifh j 
(hewing how the Rules are to be applied in refolving 
the true and rectifying the falfe, &c. by W. Warix, 
Mafter of the Grammar School at Beverley in York/hire* 



Second Edition price £s. 3d. in Boards.. 
32. A History and Defence of 

MAGNA CHARTER. 

By Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON; 
Containing alfo a fhort Account of the Rife and 
Progrefs of National Freedom, from the Invafion of 
Julius Caefar to the prefent Times. 

" This is a very ufeful Publication* particularly 
" at the prefent Period, when the Nature of our 
" Conftitution is fo much the Subject of Animad- 
c * verfion. The Author, together with the Origi- 
44 nal Charter, has given an Englifh Tranflation for 
• 4 the Benefit of his unlearned Readers, and a cir~ 
44 comflantial Account of the manner in which this 
" facred Palladium of Englifh Liberty was originally 
" obtained from King John. He compleats the 
44 Whole, with an Eflay on Parliaments from their 
44 Origin ia England, and their half-yearly . Exi* 
4i ftence, to their Septennial Duration, and difplays 
** no lefs an extenfive Fund of Knowledge, than a. 
46 laudable Exa&aefs in the courfe of his Relation .*> 
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